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ABSTRACT

War and conflict in international politics have necessitated the discussion of peaceful coexistence from the
perspective of jurisprudence and law. Accordingly, the present article aims to examine the following critical question:
What is the approach of Islamic jurisprudence and law to peaceful coexistence in the contemporary era of
international politics, and how does the Supreme Leader view this issue? This article is descriptive-analytical in
nature and addresses the above-mentioned question using a library-based research method. The findings indicate
that from a jurisprudential standpoint, although Islam has never completely abandoned war—and even considers it
legitimate and sacred in the pursuit of justice and defense of the oppressed—the Qur’anic approach has consistently
been based on preventing war and resorting to it only as a last solution. In the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Iran as well, emphasis is placed on peace and peaceful coexistence with non-believers under conditions that do
not lead to domination by non-Muslims. From the perspective of the Supreme Leader, the principle is peaceful
coexistence, sustainable tranquility, and the establishment of universal justice in the world. The Leader believes in
creating the conditions for lasting peace in human society by offering solutions grounded in shared values
emphasized by Islam and all divine religions. From the viewpoint of Ayatollah Khamenei's thought, peaceful
coexistence and peace are valuable and beneficial only when they provide the groundwork for the realization of
human rights and the establishment of justice. For it is in such a context that the outcome of peace—namely, the
comfort and moral cultivation of humanity—can be achieved.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The persistent specter of war in contemporary

international relations has reignited scholarly
interest in peaceful coexistence, particularly
from the lenses of Islamic jurisprudence and
public law. Historical experiences, including
the devastation wrought by the two World
Wars and the ensuing waves of regional
conflicts, especially in the Muslim world, have
underscored the urgent necessity of peace as a
precondition for development. Against this
backdrop, the present study probes the
jurisprudential and legal foundations of
peaceful coexistence within the Islamic
tradition, seeking to also delineate the
perspectives articulated by Iran’s Supreme
Leader. The Qur'anic worldview
fundamentally advocates for peace, tolerance,
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and the dignified treatment of others. This
stance is echoed in Islamic jurisprudence,
which promotes non-aggression and mutual
respect, recognizing common humanity even
in religious difference (Amid Zanjani, 2000).
Imam Ali’s letter to Malik al-Ashtar
exemplifies the ethical imperative of treating
all humans with compassion, irrespective of
their religious affiliation (Dashti, 2000). The
Qur’an, through verses such as Surah al-
Baqarah 2:208 and Surah al-Anfal 8:61, urges
Muslims to embrace peace wholly and respond
favorably to peace overtures even from
adversaries (Javadi Amoli, 2010; Katib Waqidi
& Mahmoud Mahdavi, 1995). Furthermore,
Islamic injunctions on jihad are framed as

defensive and conditional, intended solely to
repel aggression and injustice (Khalilian,
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2008). The Qur’an’s emphasis on moral values
such as justice, dignity, and non-
discrimination reinforces peaceful coexistence
as a divine mandate rather than a mere
political tactic (Habibzadeh & Farajpour, 2016;
Sajjadi, 1994). This divine vision disrupts
ethnocentric hierarchies and sets a theological
precedent for ethical pluralism and
cooperative  internationalism (Hosseini
Hamadani, 1984).

Islamic constitutionalism, as exemplified in
the Iranian context, embeds peaceful
coexistence in legal frameworks that govern
both domestic pluralism and foreign relations.
The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran enshrines respect for recognized religious
minorities—namely Jews, Christians, and
Zoroastrians—and guarantees them rights of
religious practice and personal law (Shabani,
2014). The commitment to interreligious
harmony is not merely rhetorical; it is codified
in the constitutional provisions, such as Article
13, which ensures minority rights within the
parameters of Islamic norms. Yet this
recognition does not extend to groups deemed
to lack divine legitimacy, such as Baha’is,
reflecting the interpretive constraints imposed
by jurisprudential orthodoxy (Bozard &
Mohsen, 1979). The Prophet Muhammad’s
historical precedent of treaties with other
religious  communities—such  as  the
Constitution of Medina—demonstrates Islam’s
foundational commitment to pacta sunt
servanda (agreements must be kept), a
principle shared with international law.
However, Islam uniquely frames such
agreements within a moral paradigm, wherein
treaty violation is not just a legal offense but a
spiritual failing (Makarem Shirazi, 2002). In
modern Iranian foreign policy, this dual
framework—juridical and  theological—
manifests in  policies that prioritize
independence, reject hegemony, and
emphasize solidarity with oppressed nations,

particularly within the Islamic ummah (Sanaei
& Hojjat Shami, 2017).

The theoretical and legal convergence between
Islamic teachings and international law on
peaceful coexistence is most evident in the
Iranian constitutional architecture. Key
principles—such  as  mutual respect,
prohibition of aggression, and upholding
justice—are encapsulated in Articles 11, 14,
152, and 154 of Iran’s Constitution. These
articles articulate a foreign policy grounded in
ethical sovereignty and cooperative non-
alignment (Mansouri, 1986; Ziaei Bigdeli,
2022). The notion of peaceful coexistence is
not passive; rather, it actively entails support
for the rights of Muslims worldwide and
resistance to colonial and imperial
domination. Nevertheless, this policy does not
license interference in the internal affairs of
other states. Instead, it advocates moral
solidarity, which is consonant with the
principles of international law, particularly the
Charter of the United Nations. Support for the
oppressed (mustazafin), as outlined in Articles
3(16) and 154, is a cornerstone of Iran’s

external orientation, serving both a
humanitarian and  religious  purpose
(Mohammadi, 2007). When  peaceful

coexistence is threatened—either by external
domination or internal injustice—Islamic
international law permits defensive measures,
including humanitarian intervention and
collective security mechanisms, provided they
uphold justice and minimize harm (Falsafi,
1994). In this sense, the Islamic paradigm
offers a nuanced model of peace: one that is
aspirational yet grounded in realpolitik, moral
yet strategic.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s political philosophy
serves as an interpretive bridge between
classical jurisprudence and contemporary
political exigencies. His articulation of
peaceful coexistence encompasses both
pragmatic  diplomacy and  principled
resistance. In his early post-revolutionary



statements, the Supreme Leader emphasized
the importance of fostering cordial, non-
aggressive relations with regional neighbors,
situating peace as a function of mutual respect
and regional autonomy (Statements of the
Supreme Leader, 1997a). Central to his vision is
the belief that durable peace in the Middle East
can only be achieved through regional
mechanisms, such as a robust Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), devoid of foreign
military presence. His call for Muslim unity
resonates with the constitutional imperative
for Islamic solidarity and economic-political
integration. Khamenei’s regional policy
prioritizes de-escalation, but not at the
expense of Islamic dignity. His strategic
discourse delineates between honorable peace
and humiliating compromise. Even when
advocating diplomacy, the Supreme Leader
insists on maintaining the ideological and
spiritual integrity of the Islamic Republic
(Statements of the Supreme Leader, 1989). His

conception of wise peace (sulh-e-hakimu)

entails  calculated engagements  with
adversaries, provided that the Islamic state’s
sovereignty and mission are not diluted. Such
a stance mirrors Imam Hasan’s historic treaty
with Muawiyah, wherein peace was pursued
not out of weakness, but as a tactical maneuver
to preserve the ummah’s long-term interests
(Hosseini Khamenei, 1982).

In a global context, Ayatollah Khamenei
envisions a model of Islamic leadership that
transcends national borders and embodies a
transnational moral order. His advocacy for
global Islamic institutions—such as an Islamic
Inter-Parliamentary Union or a Common
Islamic Market—is designed to amplify the
voice of Muslim nations in international
affairs. This vision includes Islamic
representation in key global decision-making
bodies, including the United Nations Security
Council, where he proposes the Islamic world
should hold a permanent seat with veto power
to counterbalance hegemonic interests

(Statements of the Supreme Leader, 1997a). His
speeches consistently stress that Islam is not a
belligerent faith, but one that calls for rational,
ethical, and strategic peace. In this regard,
peaceful coexistence is not merely a political
instrument but a theological mission. Peace, as
he defines it, is not the mere absence of war,
but the presence of justice, dignity, and shared
prosperity. This framework has a teleological
dimension: the eventual realization of a just
global order, culminating in the prophesied
reign of Imam Mahdi, where universal peace
and equity will prevail (Statements of the
Supreme Leader, 1992). Until such a time, the
Supreme Leader contends that all efforts must
converge on building conditions conducive to
this eschatological vision by eradicating
injustice, empowering the oppressed, and
promoting interfaith harmony.

At the core of Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse
is a dual imperative: resistance against unjust
aggression and openness to principled
dialogue. He contends that while Iran must
prepare for confrontation with hostile actors,
it should also extend the hand of cooperation
to all nations that respect its sovereignty and
values (Statements of the Supreme Leader,
1982). This dual posture is rooted in Qur’anic
injunctions to engage in kind and equitable
relations with those who do not seek to harm
Islam (Surah al-Mumtahanah 60:8). His
policy thus champions "mutual peace" rather
than unconditional détente. Furthermore, his
strategic emphasis on not surrendering to
hegemonic models while pursuing
constructive international engagement reflects
a distinct Islamic rationality. The distinction
he draws between adversaries and neutral or
friendly states is operationalized in Iran’s
bilateral relations, where diplomatic overtures
are made toward states that do not exhibit
hostility, regardless of their religious
composition. Importantly, he differentiates
between political realism and ideological
compromise. His approach does not equate
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peaceful coexistence with acculturation or
ideological assimilation. Instead, it promotes a
model of coexistence that preserves Islamic
identity ~while fostering respect-based
cooperation.

In conclusion, the study establishes that
peaceful coexistence in Islamic jurisprudence
and law is not a reactive necessity but a
proactive principle embedded in divine
revelation, legal codification, and political
praxis. The Iranian constitutional order and
the Supreme Leader’s strategic thought offer a
coherent framework where peace is both a
moral duty and a political objective. Unlike
secular paradigms that often regard peace as
the end of conflict, the Islamic paradigm sees
peace as the foundation upon which justice,
dignity, and spiritual fulfillment are built. The
Qur’anic insistence on justice as the
precondition for meaningful peace ensures
that peace does not become a tool for
legitimizing oppression. Ayatollah Khamenei’s
discourse embodies this ethos, advocating for
a peace that is not just strategic but
transformative—a peace that reclaims the
agency of the oppressed, affirms the
sovereignty of Islamic values, and aspires
toward a just and harmonious global order.
Such a vision, deeply anchored in scriptural
ethics and historical consciousness, redefines
the parameters of international coexistence
beyond transactional diplomacy, situating it
within a moral universe that is both sacred and
universal.
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