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ABSTRACT

Climate change is one of the most critical issues that, in recent years, has garnered significant attention within the
fields of law and international relations. This issue has a strong and intricate connection with various legal and
political domains. The objective of the present study, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based
on library research tools, is to explain the status of human rights norms concerning climate change and the right to
education. The findings of this research indicate that the existing norms have mostly been adopted in the form of
non-binding instruments and soft law documents. Moreover, the breadth of these norms has led to their deep
interconnection. The results of the study demonstrate that although climate change is primarily an environmental
law issue, it directly and indirectly affects the right to education. This condition reveals that the international human
rights legal system is experiencing significant fragmentation and expansion; within this context, a dual tendency
toward unity amidst the plurality of human rights norms is evident.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The increasing urgency of climate change has

significantly shaped global legal discourse,
particularly in how environmental phenomena
intersect with established human rights
principles. Among these, the right to education
has emerged as an unexpectedly vulnerable
dimension, subjected to both direct and
indirect pressures stemming from
environmental degradation. The foundation of
this study is grounded in the dual tension
between fragmentation and unification within
international human rights norms. On the one
hand, legal systems have proliferated into
specialized branches—environmental rights,
educational rights, and socio-economic
entitlements—each  developing  discrete
normative frameworks. On the other, the
global consequences of climate change,
including rising sea levels, prolonged
droughts, and extreme weather events, have
catalyzed a reevaluation of these divisions.
Climate change not only disrupts educational
infrastructure and access but also calls into
question the adequacy of traditional legal
dichotomies, particularly between enforceable
(hard law) and advisory (soft law) standards.
While early human rights instruments like the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
envisioned a unitary approach to individual
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entitlements (Orero & Carroggio, 2018), today’s
realities necessitate a systemic rethinking of
the legal interdependencies among rights
previously thought to be autonomous. In this
landscape, the right to education becomes
emblematic of the broader struggle: how to
maintain normative coherence in an
increasingly pluralized legal environment.

Methodologically, the study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach supported by
library-based research tools, mapping the
interplay between climate-related
environmental stressors and the educational
rights framework as codified in international
law. Central to this analysis is the
operationalization of key human rights
instruments, such as Article 26 of the UDHR,
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and region-specific
declarations on education and anti-
discrimination (Beiter, 2014). A historical
examination reveals that while educational
rights were framed with flexibility to attract
post-war consensus (Gilabert, 2019), their
practical  implementation has  grown
increasingly dependent on the political and
economic contexts shaped by environmental
stability. Moreover, legal theory components—
especially those articulated in formalist
jurisprudence—shed light on the intrinsic and



extrinsic legal relations that shape this
interaction (Sharpe, 2020; Siltala, 2011). The
study further incorporates interdisciplinary
insights, including educational psychology
and international development studies, to
highlight how the climate-education nexus
manifests across varying socio-political
geographies. Indeed, the legal structures
devised to protect education must now
confront dynamic, fluid threats—ones that do
not conform to the traditionally static models
of international treaty law (Pineschi, 2015;
Redondo, 2013). These tensions are further
amplified by the rise of soft law instruments
which, although  non-binding, carry
considerable normative weight in shaping the
expectations and practices of state and non-
state actors (Pace, 2020).

From a theoretical standpoint, the study draws
upon the evolution of legal formalism to
contextualize the shifting boundaries of
normative order. Classical legal theory
perceived rights and duties as structured in
binary terms: legal/illegal, binding/non-
binding, public/private. = However, the
emergence of fuzzy logic and postmodern legal
pluralism challenges this dichotomy by
recognizing degrees of legal relevance and
obligation (Beyranvand, 2020; Klabbers, 1998).
Under this paradigm, legal norms related to
climate change and education are no longer
separable compartments but instead coalesce
into a network of mutually reinforcing
principles. For example, legal norms
governing environmental protection are
increasingly invoked in discussions about
school closures due to extreme weather,
displacement due to environmental disasters,
and declining student retention in climate-
vulnerable regions (Dasgupta et al., 2020).
Moreover, climate-induced  migration—
whether internal displacement or cross-border
refugee flows—disrupts children's ability to
access stable, quality education (Ionesco et al.,
2016). These multi-causal disruptions

complicate state obligations under
international treaties, highlighting the limits
of narrowly defined legal commitments. As a
result, legal scholars and practitioners are
called to consider more adaptive, integrated
legal approaches that account for the complex
realities imposed by environmental collapse
and social vulnerability (May & Brown, 2010;
Weinrib, 2010).

Empirical observations support the theoretical
claims. For instance, in regions such as the
Congo, Sudan, and Namibia, families facing
drought and famine often prioritize immediate
survival needs over long-term investments in
education. Reports from affected communities
show significant declines in school attendance,
especially among girls, due to economic
hardship, food insecurity, and forced child
labor (Dolan, 2022). In other areas, such as
South Africa and parts of the Middle East,
studies confirm that educational
infrastructure is among the last to be
rehabilitated post-disaster, thereby extending
the interruption of schooling well beyond the
immediate crisis period (Worth, 2021).
Furthermore, even when schools remain open,
the psychological stress and economic
precarity experienced by families often result
in diminished educational engagement and
poor academic performance (Horgan, 2022).
These findings illustrate that the realization of
the right to education is contingent not only on
legislative provisions but also on material and
psychosocial conditions, both of which are
highly sensitive to environmental degradation.
Thus, climate change operates as both a
structural and proximate barrier to
educational  rights, undermining the
universality of international legal guarantees.
Given these multi-layered challenges, the
study recommends a dual-path approach:
first, embedding climate literacy into
education systems; and second, fortifying
education systems against climate shocks. The
former entails revising curricula to include
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climate science, sustainability practices, and
resilience strategies, thereby empowering
future generations to actively participate in
mitigation and adaptation efforts (Ghanbari et
al., 2019; Karami et al., 2016). The latter
requires the development of legal and policy
frameworks  that ensure educational
continuity in the face of environmental
disruption. Here, international financial
institutions such as the World Bank have
begun to play a pivotal role. As part of its
mandate to alleviate poverty and foster
sustainable ~ development, the  Bank
increasingly considers education as a key
indicator of post-disaster resilience (Fay et al.,
2015; Hallegatte, 2016). Loans and aid
packages are now conditioned not only on
macroeconomic reform but also on social
welfare outcomes, including access to
education and health services. This evolution
reflects a deeper shift in global governance,
wherein education is viewed as both a human
right and a strategic investment for long-term
sustainability. By coupling financial support
with educational reform, these institutions
effectively bridge the normative gap between
environmental law and human rights
protection.

In sum, this article contends that the
intersection of climate change and the right to
education serves as a critical testing ground for
the adaptability and coherence of
international human rights law. The
multidimensional impact of climate change on
educational access and quality reveals deep
structural vulnerabilities in existing legal
frameworks. While international declarations
provide aspirational benchmarks, their
realization depends heavily on the robustness
of national implementation strategies,
international cooperation, and sustained
financial investment. Furthermore, the
growing entanglement of environmental and
educational rights calls for a
reconceptualization of human rights norms as

fluid, interdependent, and responsive to global
systemic crises. This reconceptualization
necessitates the involvement of non-
traditional actors—including development
banks, NGOs, and community-based
organizations—in both norm creation and
implementation. By illuminating these
complex dynamics, the study contributes to a
broader understanding of how legal pluralism,
environmental threats, and socio-economic
inequality converge to shape the future of
human rights. Ultimately, the findings
underscore the need for integrated policy
solutions that transcend disciplinary silos and
institutional ~ mandates, affirming the
indivisibility and interdependence of all
human rights in the Anthropocene era.
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