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ABSTRACT

With the expansion of intelligent systems, the possibility of data analysis and decision recommendation in the adjudicative
process has emerged. However, how can the position of the human judge and the Sharia-based criteria of knowledge, justice,
and accountability in Islamic jurisprudence be adapted to this transformation? The main question is to what extent the function
of artificial intelligence in adjudication is acceptable from a jurisprudential perspective, and what limits it entails. Using a
descriptive—analytical method, the present study concludes that, based on jurisprudential evidence, artificial intelligence has no
position as an independent judge; however, it can play a facilitative role as a judicial assistant under the supervision of a human
judge. To confront future developments, Imami jurisprudence must, through the redefinition of fundamental concepts and the
strengthening of interdisciplinary research, and while formulating precise ethical and legal regulations, employ this technology
as a platform for the more objective realization of justice and the fulfillment of Sharia-based responsibilities in line with the lofty
ideals of Islam.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study examines the function of
artificial intelligence in adjudication from the
perspective of Imami jurisprudence, with
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particular attention to the limits of algorithmic
decision-making in judicial authority. The
rapid expansion of intelligent systems has
created new possibilities for legal data
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processing, predictive analysis, automated
classification of case materials, and decision
support in both civil and criminal proceedings.
These developments have encouraged legal
systems to consider whether artificial
intelligence can reduce delay, improve
consistency, support evidentiary analysis, and
strengthen procedural efficiency.
Nevertheless, the judicial sphere is not a
merely technical field; it is a normative,
ethical, and religiously significant institution
in which judgment entails the discovery of
truth, the realization of justice, the protection
of rights, and the exercise of authority over
persons, property, liability, and punishment.
In Islamic legal thought, and particularly in
Imami jurisprudence, adjudication is
inseparable from the qualifications of the
judge, including knowledge of Sharia, justice,
moral responsibility, legal competence, and
legitimate authority. Therefore, the central
problem addressed in this study is whether
artificial intelligence can be accepted as an
autonomous judge, or whether its function
must remain limited to an auxiliary and
consultative role under the supervision of a
qualified human judge. The study argues that
while artificial intelligence may provide
considerable assistance in organizing data,
identifying patterns, comparing precedents,
supporting legal reasoning, and accelerating
judicial processes, it lacks the personal, moral,
and jurisprudential attributes required for
independent judicial authority in Imami
jurisprudence (Hosseini et al., 2023; Tabatabaei
& Binesh Behnia, 2022; Zarei & Sotoudeh,
2025).

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical
method and proceeds by examining the legal
and  jurisprudential foundations of
adjudication, the practical applications of
artificial intelligence in judicial proceedings,
and the doctrinal arguments for and against
assigning adjudicative authority to intelligent
systems. The study first considers the role of

artificial intelligence in civil proceedings,
especially in relation to expert evidence,
technical assessment, damage calculation, and
case management. In civil litigation, courts
often rely on expert opinions, yet the
traditional expert system may face problems
such as lack of access to qualified specialists,
geographical inequality, delay in producing
reports, insufficient neutrality, and the
possibility of human error or bias. Properly
trained artificial intelligence systems may help
reduce these limitations by processing large
volumes of case data, offering preliminary
technical assessments, identifying relevant
patterns, and shortening the time needed for
expert review. The study then turns to criminal
proceedings, where the stakes are more
sensitive because punishment, individual
liberty, offender personality, and the social
effects of sentencing are involved. In this
domain, artificial intelligence may assist in
risk  assessment, behavioral analysis,
evaluation of sentencing factors, and
clarification of ambiguous legal texts, but its
use also raises concerns about transparency,
bias, accountability, and the reduction of
human judgment to statistical prediction.
Examples of algorithmic tools in criminal
justice, such as risk-assessment systems,
demonstrate both the operational appeal and
the normative danger of relying on machine
outputs in decisions that affect human dignity
and legal responsibility (Hosseini et al., 2023;
Sartor & Branting, 2020; Scantamburlo et al.,
2019).

From the perspective of Imami jurisprudence,
the permissibility of artificial intelligence in
adjudication must be examined through the
sources and principles of Islamic legal
reasoning. Classical jurisprudence treats
adjudication not as a neutral administrative
service, but as a position of authority rooted in
divine legitimacy. The Qur’anic basis of
judgment emphasizes that ultimate authority
belongs to God and that legitimate



adjudication must be connected to truth,
justice, and authorized governance. This
theological foundation becomes central when
evaluating artificial intelligence, because a
machine is neither a morally accountable
subject nor a bearer of religious duty. Juristic
discussions of the qualifications of the judge
further reinforce this point. The judge must
possess characteristics such as maturity,
intellect, faith, justice, lawful status, and,
according to many jurists, the capacity for
ijtihad or at least the ability to correctly apply
legal rulings to concrete cases. These
qualifications are not merely technical
competencies; they are attributes of a
responsible human subject who can
understand divine commands, evaluate
evidence through legal conscience, and bear
liability for error or misconduct. Artificial
intelligence, even when advanced, performs
computational operations based on data,
algorithms, and probabilistic inference; it does
not possess spiritual accountability, moral
intention, legal conscience, or Sharia-based
authority. For this reason, the majority view in
contemporary Imami jurisprudential analysis
rejects the use of narrow artificial intelligence
as an independent judge, while allowing its use
as a judicial assistant when the final decision
remains with a qualified human judge
(Hashemi Shahroudi, 2003; Hurr al-Amili,
1988; Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, 1987; Tabatabaei,
1996).

The study distinguishes between narrow or
weak artificial intelligence and artificial
general intelligence. Narrow artificial
intelligence refers to systems designed for
specific tasks, such as data classification,
document review, pattern recognition, legal
search, risk modeling, or prediction within a
limited domain. In relation to this form of
artificial intelligence, the jurisprudential
conclusion is relatively clear: it cannot
independently occupy the office of judge
because it lacks the essential qualities required

for judicial authority. However, its use as an
auxiliary instrument is not inherently
impermissible when it functions as an
advanced tool, comparable to an expert report,
legal database, analytical assistant, or
structured decision-support mechanism. In
this model, artificial intelligence may assist the
judge by organizing evidence, detecting
inconsistencies, suggesting relevant legal
materials, estimating damages, or identifying
similar cases, but it cannot issue a binding
judgment in its own name. The responsibility
for accepting, rejecting, or modifying the
machine-generated analysis remains with the
human judge. This distinction between “being
a judge” and “being a tool for the judge” is
crucial, because it allows the legal system to
benefit from technological efficiency without
transferring judicial authority to a non-
accountable entity. In this framework,
legitimacy is preserved through human
supervision, transparency of data and
algorithms, the possibility of review, and the
continuing responsibility of the judge who
exercises final judgment (Abbasi, 2022; Binesh
Behnia, 2021; Rahbari & Shabanpour, 2022;
Tabatabaei & Binesh Behnia, 2022).

The more difficult question concerns artificial
general intelligence, namely a hypothetical
system capable of performing a wide range of
cognitive tasks at or beyond the level of human
intelligence. Since such systems do not yet
exist in a fully realized juridical sense, the
discussion = remains  prospective  and
theoretical. Two major jurisprudential
tendencies can be identified. The first
tendency holds that even if artificial general
intelligence emerges, it cannot become a judge
because the obstacles are intrinsic: it would
still lack taklif, faith, moral justice, spiritual
responsibility, and the human personality
presupposed by the classical conditions of
adjudication. According to this view, the
textual and juristic requirements for judicial
office are not merely functional criteria but
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refer to a human subject capable of religious
obligation, moral discipline, and
accountability before God. The second
tendency adopts a more conditional and
purposive approach. It argues that if a future
intelligent system could demonstrably apply
Sharia-based rules with greater accuracy,
impartiality, and consistency, and if it
operated as an authorized agent under the
supervision of a qualified human judge or
legitimate Islamic authority, its use might be
theoretically considered within the doctrines
of agency, permission, public interest, and
secondary rulings. This view does not grant
intrinsic judicial personality to artificial
intelligence, but considers whether, under
strict regulation, it may become an instrument
for realizing the higher objectives of justice,
reducing hardship, improving access to
adjudication, and strengthening public trust in
the legal system (Keshtkar & Hajiloo, 2024;
Khoei & Vaezi, 1991; Mahmoudi & Bahr Kazemi,
2023; Mir Mohammad Sadeghi, 2019; Naraqi,
1994; Sadr, 1999).

In conclusion, the study finds that artificial
intelligence, in its current and reasonably
foreseeable forms, cannot be recognized as an
independent judge within the framework of
Imami jurisprudence, because adjudication
requires more than technical accuracy,
informational = capacity, or  statistical
reliability. It requires legitimate authority,
moral accountability, juridical conscience, and
the capacity to bear responsibility for
judgment. Nevertheless, the rejection of
autonomous machine judging does not require
the rejection of artificial intelligence as a
judicial assistant. Properly regulated artificial
intelligence may contribute to faster, more
accurate, and more transparent proceedings
when it remains subordinate to the human
judge and operates within a framework of
supervision, explainability, data reliability,
appealability, and institutional accountability.
The most defensible jurisprudential position is

therefore a middle position: artificial
intelligence may be used as an auxiliary and
consultative technology, but the final act of
judgment must remain with a qualified human
judge. Future jurisprudential and legal
research should further clarify the boundaries
of algorithmic assistance, the responsibility of
judges who rely on machine outputs, the
authority of the Islamic ruler in regulating
intelligent systems, and the ethical standards
required to ensure that technology serves
justice rather than replacing the human and
moral foundations of Islamic adjudication.
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