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ABSTRACT

Justice, defined as placing everything in its proper and deserving position, is one of the most fundamental concepts
in Islamic thought and political philosophy. This concept constitutes the cornerstone of the ideal society and the
principal axis of human relations within the Islamic tradition. In the intellectual framework of Islam, justice is not
merely a personal moral virtue; rather, it serves as the foundation of the entire Sharia and its social philosophy.
Among Islamic texts, Nahj al-Balagha is an unparalleled treasury of the sayings and teachings of Imam Ali (A.S.),
in which the concept of justice occupies a distinguished and central position. For Imam Ali (A.S.), justice is not
merely a slogan or a distant objective; rather, it is a living and life-giving force that must permeate all levels of
existence and society. He regarded justice as the very foundation of governance, stating: “Al-‘adl yuslih al-bariyyah”
(“Justice reforms the people”). The purpose of this article is to identify, classify, and explain the various forms of
justice discussed in Nahj al-Balagha. Examining this classification provides a structured and comprehensive
understanding of the concept of “Alid justice” and demonstrates how this concept begins within the divine realm
and extends to the most detailed aspects of social behavior. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this study first
addresses the meanings and definitions of justice and its significance. It then categorizes justice into three domains:
justice toward oneself, justice toward God, and justice toward creation, explaining each category separately and
concisely.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Justice is one of the most central concepts in

Islamic intellectual history, moral philosophy,
and political thought, and in the Alid tradition
it assumes a comprehensive meaning that
exceeds the limits of legal fairness or
distributive equality. In this study, justice is
understood as the placement of every being,
right, duty, and relation in its proper position,
a definition that is repeatedly reflected in the
sayings attributed to Imam Ali (A.S.) in Nahj
al-Balagha. The conceptual foundation of the
article rests on the Qur’anic view that the
mission of the prophets was inseparable from
the establishment of equity among human
beings, especially in the verse that links
revelation, the Book, and the balance with the
rise of people toward justice. From this
perspective, justice is not merely a political
arrangement but a sacred and civilizational
principle through which human society is
purified from oppression and directed toward
perfection. This view corresponds to
Motahhari’s interpretation  that  the
establishment of justice is introduced as one of
the essential aims of prophetic missions,
giving justice a sacred status within Islamic
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thought (Motahhari, 1975). At the same time,
the article situates Islamic justice in relation to
earlier philosophical approaches, especially
Plato’s conception of justice as the ordering
principle of the city and the unifying force of
the political community (Koyre, 1981).
Nevertheless, while Greek political philosophy
treated justice mainly as an organizing
principle of the polity, the Islamic and Alid
understanding expands it into a divine, moral,
existential, and social principle. In this regard,
Nahj al-Balagha becomes a uniquely
significant text because it presents justice not
as an abstract doctrine but as a living norm
governing worship, self-discipline,
governance, public administration, social
relations, and the struggle against oppression
(Shahidi, 1997).

The purpose of this article is to identify,
classify, and explain the structure and types of
justice in Alid thought based on Nahj al-
Balagha. The study follows a descriptive—
analytical method and examines the semantic,
ethical, theological, and socio-political
dimensions of justice in selected sermons,
letters, and aphorisms attributed to Imam Ali
(A.S.). The discussion begins with the lexical
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and conceptual meanings of justice, drawing
attention to the semantic field of ‘adl, which
includes fairness, equity, balance, moderation,
right judgment, and placing things in their
proper location (Moein, 1992). The article then
explains that the most precise and
comprehensive definition of justice is found in
Imam Ali’s statement that justice places affairs
in their proper positions, while generosity may
move them away from their normal place;
therefore, justice is superior because it
functions as a general order for all, whereas
generosity is a particular and exceptional
virtue (Shahidi, 1997). This definition gives
justice an ontological and administrative
breadth: it is not limited to charity or moral
kindness, but functions as the principle that
sustains order, rights, and public benefit. The
study also refers to the saying that justice is the
divine scale established for creation and for
the realization of truth (Kompani, 1999). In this
framework, justice is inseparable from truth,
and truth itself can only be established
through justice. Imam Khomeini’s definition
further reinforces this interpretation by
describing justice as the middle point between
excess and deficiency and as one of the
foundational mothers of moral virtues, indeed
as a comprehensive virtue that includes
inward, outward, spiritual, bodily, and
practical dimensions (Khomeini, 1999). Thus,
justice emerges as both a moral disposition
and a universal criterion of human and social
correctness.

The article shows that the importance of
justice in Islamic thought is rooted in the
divine order of creation and the ethical
purpose of human society. Justice is desirable
in all human communities because social life
requires balance, proportion, mutual rights,
and restraint from domination. While Western
thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle
acknowledged justice as a necessary principle
of political order and public good, the article
argues that Islamic justice is broader because

it is grounded in divine legislation and
universal moral truth rather than merely in
human convention or class-based political
order (Fazeli, 1995; Koyre, 1981). The Islamic
conception of justice encompasses the
individual and the collective, religion and
worldly life, worship and governance, law and
ethics. Motahhari’s analysis is important in
this regard because he identifies the Qur’an as
the primary source of the theoretical and
practical formation of justice in Islamic
society, emphasizing that the Qur’an planted
and cultivated the seed of justice in Muslim
thought and social life (Motahhari, 1997). The
article also notes that Qur’anic justice appears
in multiple forms, including creational justice,
legislative justice, moral justice, and social
justice (Motahhari, 1997). This broad Qur’anic
horizon is complemented by Prophetic and
Imamic traditions that present justice as the
dignity of religion, the strength of authority,
the reform of people, and the foundation upon
which the heavens and the earth stand (Jamali,
1999; Tusi, 1998). Imam Ali’s warnings against
oppression, coercion, and injustice reveal that
justice is not only a virtue but also a condition
for the survival of society and government
(Dashti, 2000). Therefore, justice in Alid
thought has both metaphysical significance
and practical political urgency.

The main finding of the article is that justice in
Nahj al-Balagha can be classified into three
interconnected types: justice toward oneself,
justice toward God, and justice toward
creation. Justice toward oneself is presented
as the first practical foundation of all other
forms of justice, because a person who cannot
govern the self cannot govern others justly.
This type of justice requires self-knowledge,
self-restraint, resistance against passions,
moral accountability, and liberation from
egoistic desire. Imam Ali’s statement that the
first mark of justice is the removal of desire
from the self shows that justice begins before
political action, within the inward life of the



human being (Shahidi, 1997). Jafari’s
interpretation supports this view by arguing
that one who cannot act justly toward the
powers and capacities of the self and cannot
save the self from the storm of passions cannot
genuinely administer justice toward others
(Jafari, 1983). Thus, self-justice is not
individualistic isolation but the precondition
of ethical and social responsibility. The study
further identifies several consequences of
justice toward oneself: uprooting selfish
desire, taking control of the soul, disciplining
the self against wunlawful inclinations,
attaining a higher degree of faith, performing
actions according to truth and justice,
speaking truthfully, consulting justly, and
measuring one’s deeds before divine
judgment. Imam Ali’s teachings on self-
accountability, including the instruction to
weigh oneself before being weighed and to take
account before being called to account,
indicate that moral justice requires continuous
introspection and discipline (Shahidi, 1997). In
this sense, the just person is not merely one
who treats others properly, but one whose
inner structure has been ordered by truth.

The second type, justice toward God, is
developed in the article through Imam Ali’s
theological and devotional statements in Nahj
al-Balagha. The concise saying that
monotheism means not imagining God and
justice means not accusing Him provides the
theological basis of divine justice in Alid
thought (Dashti, 2000). Justice toward God
means recognizing that the divine act is free
from defect, oppression, arbitrariness, and
injustice. It also means worshipping God with
proper understanding, acknowledging the
wisdom of divine creation, and accepting that
God has placed beings within a balanced
order. Imam Ali’s descriptions of creation
show that God brings things into being at their
proper times and joins different elements in
harmonious relation, indicating a cosmic
order grounded in wisdom and justice

(Shahidi, 1997). The article explains that this
form of justice is not something human beings
impose upon God; rather, it is the proper
human recognition of God’s justice, wisdom,
and transcendence. Justice toward God also
appears in Imam Ali’s praise of God in states
of giving and taking, health and trial, mercy
and judgment, which reflects a devotional
justice that does not reduce divine goodness to
human comfort (Shahidi, 1997). The third and
most extensive type is justice toward creation,
or social justice. In Nahj al-Balagha, this
includes just governance, fair distribution of
public wealth, protection of the weak,
resistance against oppressors, equality before
authority, moral conduct by rulers, and the
establishment of rights. Imam Ali’s political
justice is especially visible in his insistence
that the weak remain honored until their
rights are restored, while the powerful remain
weak before him until the rights of others are
taken back from them (Shahidi, 1997). His
letters to governors also reveal a highly refined
administrative justice that includes not only
fair judgment and economic equity but even
equality in gaze, gesture, greeting, and public
treatment (Shahidi, 1997). Such precision
demonstrates that justice in Alid governance
extends into the smallest visible signs of power
relations.

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that
justice in Alid thought is a structured,
multidimensional, and integrated concept that
begins with the moral ordering of the self, rises
to the recognition of divine wisdom and
transcendence, and extends into the social and
political order of human beings. Imam Ali’s
understanding of justice is not limited to one
field of life; rather, it includes worship, self-
purification, moral discipline, governance,
public rights, economic distribution, social
reform, and resistance to oppression. The
study concludes that the threefold
classification of justice toward oneself, justice
toward God, and justice toward creation
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provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding Nahj al-Balagha as a text of
ethical, theological, and political justice.
Justice toward oneself prevents the corruption
of the soul; justice toward God preserves the
purity of belief and devotion; and justice
toward creation protects society from tyranny,
class privilege, humiliation of the weak, and
distortion of rights. Among these three forms,
social justice receives the greatest practical
emphasis because civil society and legitimate
governance depend on it. However, social
justice cannot be separated from the two prior
forms, since a ruler or citizen who is enslaved
by desire and estranged from divine truth
cannot consistently uphold the rights of
others. Therefore, the Alid model of justice is
simultaneously inward and outward, spiritual
and institutional, personal and public. It
presents justice as the pillar of faith, the
condition of legitimate rule, the path of human
perfection, and the living spirit of a society in
which truth can be established and oppression
can be resisted.

References

Amidi Tamimi, A. (1998). Ghurar al-Hikam wa
Durar al-Kalim. Arman Publications.

Dashti, M. (2000). Translation of Nahj al-Balagha
(6th ed.). Al-Hadi Publishing.

Fazeli, Q. (1995). Political Wisdom or Wise Politics in
Islam. Author.

Hosseini Saeedi, S. E. (1993). Ali: The Mirror
Reflecting Truth. Ahrar Tabriz.

Jafari, M. T. (1983). Knowing the Human Being in
the Sublimation of Human Evolutionary Life.
Foundation for Transfer to Islamic Education
and Training.

Jamali, N. (1999). Factors in the Fall of Governments
in Nahj al-Balagha (1st ed.). Nahavandi
Publications.

Khomeini, R. (1999). Divine Justice from the
Perspective of Imam Khomeini. Institute for
Compilation and Publication of Imam
Khomeini's Works.

Kompani, F. (1999). Selected Ghurar: 2400 Wise
Sayings of Ali (2nd ed.). Mofid Publications.
Koyre, A. (1981). Politics according to Plato (1st ed.).

Kharazmi Publications.

Moein, M. (1992). Persian Dictionary. Amir Kabir

Publications.

Motahhari, M. (1975). A Journey through Nahj al-
Balagha (2nd ed.). Sadra Publications.

Motahhari, M. (1997). Divine Justice (11th ed.). Sadra
Publications.

Rasoulzadeh Khoyi, S. E. (1986). Ali's Justice-Seeking
Government (2nd ed.). Sadr Publications.

Rumi, J. M. (2001). Masnavi-ye Manavi (3rd ed.).
Printing and Publishing Organization of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

Saadi, M. i. A. (1994). Works of Saadi (2nd ed.).
Niayesh.

Shahidi, S. J. (1997). Translation of Nahj al-Balagha
(11th ed.). Scientific and Cultural Publishing
Company.

Tusi, N. a.-M. (1998). Siyasatnama (3rd ed.).
Scientific and Cultural Publications.



