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ABSTRACT

Children and adolescents are considered the most important asset and human resources of any society. Childhood,
as the period of personality formation, is of particular significance, especially in Iranian society, which has a young
population. Social workers, utilizing the teachings of psychology, sociology, and other disciplines, as well as
adhering to professional principles such as acceptance and individuality, aim to assist the criminal justice system.
Through the methods they employ in understanding individuals, they can offer effective support in providing
responses tailored to the personal, familial, and social conditions of children. Additionally, by overseeing the
enforcement of sentences, they can accompany the child until the completion of rehabilitation and reintegration.
Unfortunately, in Iran, due to the lack of a juvenile justice system on one hand and the absence of systematic social
work services within the criminal justice system on the other hand, social workers currently do not offer cohesive
services to delinquent and victimized children within the criminal system. However, the legal gap in this area has
created the opportunity for drafting the "Bill for the Protection of Children and Adolescents" and the bill addressing
crimes against children and adolescents. In these drafts, the presence of social workers and their interaction with
judicial authorities in various stages of the criminal process, such as the police stage, investigation, prosecution,
and enforcement of sentences, has been recognized in several articles. Therefore, despite international emphasis
on supporting children and employing differential proceedings for them at various stages of the criminal process,
we have yet to witness the formation of such a system in Iranian law that aligns with international standards.
Consequently, this paper examines the impact of social emergency psycho-social interventions and the Reform
and Training Center on crime prevention and the support of delinquent and victimized children within the Iranian
criminal justice system, in accordance with the new Criminal Procedure Code. The findings indicate that if the
educational and cultural programs of the Reform and Training Center are implemented with a developmental and
educational approach, they will contribute to the correction, rehabilitation, training, and personality reconstruction
of the delinquent child.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study explores the critical role of psycho-

social interventions and social emergency
support in preventing crime among delinquent
and victimized children within the framework
of Iran's new Criminal Procedure Code. As
children and adolescents represent the most
vital asset and future of any society, their
protection and rehabilitation are paramount.
In Iranian society, which has a notably young
population, childhood plays a significant role
in personality formation. Understanding the
socio-psychological dimensions of crime
prevention in children is essential to
addressing the underlying issues contributing
to delinquency. The criminal justice system in
Iran has, until recently, lacked a
comprehensive framework for handling
juvenile offenders, particularly in terms of
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specialized social work support. The absence
of juvenile justice services has resulted in an
environment where social workers are not
fully integrated into the criminal justice
process. Despite these challenges, the recent
legal reforms, including the introduction of the
"Bill for the Protection of Children and
Adolescents," are paving the way for a more
child-centered justice system. These reforms
recognize the need for social workers to
collaborate ~ with  judicial authorities,
particularly in stages such as investigation and
enforcement of sentences, marking a
significant shift toward child-appropriate legal
processes. The paper discusses how these
interventions, particularly through the Reform

and Training Centers, can influence crime
prevention efforts and improve outcomes for
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children involved in the criminal justice
system (Sabouri-Pour & Hagbin, 2023).

At the heart of this legal shift is the growing
recognition that juvenile offenders require
more than just punitive measures—they need
rehabilitation and social reintegration. The
Reform and Training Centers, as part of the
criminal justice system, play a central role in
the rehabilitation of young offenders. These
centers offer a variety of educational, cultural,
and developmental programs aimed at
reshaping the personalities of delinquent
youth. If these programs are implemented
with a developmental and educational
approach, they can significantly contribute to
the personality  reconstruction and
reintegration of  these individuals.
Additionally, psycho-social interventions,
such as counseling and therapeutic support,
have proven essential in reducing recidivism
among delinquent youth. This approach aligns
with international standards that emphasize
the importance of supporting children and
utilizing differential proceedings during
criminal processes. The paper underscores the
need for psycho-social interventions as a
crucial element in preventing crime and
supporting the rehabilitation of delinquent
youth. By integrating social work practices
within the judicial process, the likelihood of
successful reintegration into society increases,
benefiting both the individuals involved and
society at large (Mir Kamali & Hosseini, 2015).
A major challenge in Iran has been the lack of
a cohesive juvenile justice system that includes
social work interventions as a core component.
Social workers, who are trained to understand
the complex interplay of psychological, social,
and familial factors influencing juvenile
behavior, are integral to providing the
necessary support at various stages of the
criminal process. However, the absence of
systematic integration within the justice
system means that children often receive
insufficient support, which in turn affects their

rehabilitation prospects. By acknowledging
the importance of psycho-social interventions,
the new Criminal Procedure Code represents a
step toward a more holistic approach to
juvenile justice. The bill's provisions calling for
social worker involvement at every stage of the
criminal process, from arrest to the
enforcement of sentences, are a clear
indication that the Iranian legal system is
evolving to meet international standards for
protecting children in conflict with the law.
This legal shift will not only improve the
rehabilitation outcomes for these children but
will also contribute to the overall efficacy of the
criminal justice system by addressing the root
causes of juvenile delinquency through
comprehensive psycho-social support
(Hosseinzadeh & Mirzaei Aghaei, 2012).

One of the key areas where psycho-social
interventions can have a significant impact is
in reducing the likelihood of reoffending.
Research consistently shows that early
intervention in the form of social support and
counseling can prevent the development of
criminal careers. By providing children with
the tools to understand and manage their
emotions, as well as offering them stable,
supportive environments, the cycle of crime
can be disrupted. In the context of the Reform
and Training Centers, the focus is on providing
not only education but also psychological
support to address the emotional and
behavioral issues that contribute to
delinquency. These centers operate with a
developmental focus, emphasizing personal
growth, responsibility, and the acquisition of
life skills. Such an approach is aligned with
international practices, where juvenile justice
systems aim to offer rehabilitative, rather than
solely punitive, responses to offending. The
effectiveness of these interventions is further
enhanced when combined with social
emergency support, which ensures that
children have access to the necessary services
outside of institutional settings, such as family



counseling and community outreach programs
(Kashfi & Asanlou, 2011).

The implementation of these reforms faces
several challenges, not least of which is the
need for comprehensive training for social
workers within the criminal justice system. In
order to effectively intervene in the lives of
delinquent and victimized children, social
workers must be equipped with both the
theoretical knowledge and practical skills
required to address the complex nature of
juvenile crime. Furthermore, the integration
of psycho-social interventions into the legal
process requires a coordinated effort between
social services, the judiciary, and law
enforcement. This coordination is essential to
ensure that children receive consistent
support throughout their interactions with the
criminal justice system. The paper argues that
while the legal framework is evolving, much
work remains to be done in terms of capacity
building, resource allocation, and the
development of clear protocols for integrating
social work into the criminal justice system.
However, the steps taken in the 1401 Penal
Code Draft represent a significant beginning
towards creating a more supportive and
rehabilitative system for juvenile offenders
(Niazpour, 2012).

The international community has long
emphasized the need for comprehensive child
protection laws and practices, particularly in
the context of juvenile justice. International
conventions, such as the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child, advocate for a
differential approach to juvenile delinquency,
one that recognizes the unique needs of
children and ensures their protection from
harmful treatment. These conventions
highlight the importance of providing
rehabilitative and therapeutic interventions to
young offenders, rather than resorting to
punitive measures. The introduction of the
"Bill for the Protection of Children and
Adolescents" in Iran reflects the country's

commitment to aligning its juvenile justice
system with international standards. While
challenges remain, particularly regarding the
lack of a clear legal framework and the
integration of social workers into the criminal
justice process, the draft bill represents an
important step toward achieving these
international goals. The paper concludes by
stressing the importance of continued reforms
and the need for a comprehensive, integrated
approach to addressing juvenile delinquency
in Iran
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