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ABSTRACT

The aim of this article is to identify the legal effects of the liberalization of low-risk narcotic drugs. In this regard, issues related
to the subject, including the decriminalization of low-risk narcotic drugs, the grounds for the liberalization of low-risk narcotic
drugs, the legal effects of the liberalization of low-risk narcotic drugs, and similar matters, were analyzed and examined. The
findings of this study indicate that, first, the grounds for the liberalization of low-risk narcotic drugs may legally be justified based
on the reduction of trafficking in industrial and high-risk narcotics, the prevention of case accumulation and prolonged judicial
proceedings, labeling theory, and the enforcement of the principle of prioritizing more important laws as legal foundations for the
decriminalization of low-risk narcotic drugs. Second, the decriminalization of low-risk narcotic drugs in many developed countries
has led to a reduction in the tendency toward high-risk narcotic drugs and the harms arising from them. Third, if the liberalization
of low-risk narcotic drugs is also implemented in Iranian law, it may prevent young people from gravitating toward industrial and
high-risk narcotics, as well as the accidents and crimes resulting from hallucinations. This is because accident reports have
repeatedly indicated that many incidents of murder, severe violence, and similar offenses have been caused by the consumption
of industrial, psychoactive, and hallucinogenic drugs.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The legal effects of liberalizing low-risk
narcotic drugs constitute an important and
controversial issue in criminal policy, public

W13 w81 sl cediSan ol 5113 gl S s S
(ST s oo ol LaOT aSle 5 les ¢ o o oade Slud>
My G218 Lol ile 5 s slse s e 55 Jalr 5l 3
y%\j\@&j&)%&ﬁyuﬁ@l{@l.md«
) g ‘_;Jf'@): ble glacibw s 4 oa Of oDl
3o g Sl AL B sl e 5 ades
Al LOTL 35 G o ol a3 8 OBl 5 13 4 0Ll
eSS slpe laslsl b Bl dsie nl s -
Jos @ S o 5l 20 Glaclr 5 Sl 51 015
5ol & sk Olge Loyl Coslym Ll 3 oS 3,50
G pze s 4 ol Wle 5 Las glag S 5s 5 8 Sl
sl 03 99 l)'vAy“j Ols Sols, (Sxe Hde 3 ge

& S 4o

3l go wmtﬂ)ui@@ywuﬁ ol o s e 5 andlas L
£S5 ol glialy 3 Vgl S 545 gl i oS s
5 BT (s g 5l x5 B g Sl e e S
OSIy Cand eid gy S eyl JLs 4l oLk Sl
S ol aile 5 Olal (S5 ¢ o (3l el sl 5354055,
5o oS el Sb ke (SN iS5 S o
slael 45 A5 Eel 5 b asls 5 por Ciliis las, ks S 5 65kl
S S St e a5l s sl GG
s Ol sl s el Ol e S asslael § ¢S1 aS (65 gbas 55
o=IA el gl Sl ol AL 2 Sl Olaes 5 0l
Sl o s s Sl Ol 35,5 O Sl
R N N S - IR S VL GRSy

Sbr e DAL ae 5 Sl a2 Lalea s

law, and drug-control governance. The
expansion of illicit drug trafficking, especially
in relation to industrial, synthetic,
psychoactive, and hallucinogenic substances,



has created serious legal, social, and
institutional challenges for states. In this
context, drug policy can no longer be reduced
merely to punishment, prohibition, and
criminal prosecution; rather, it requires a
broader legal analysis of prevention, harm
reduction, fair trial guarantees, judicial
efficiency, and proportionality in
criminalization. From a legal perspective,
narcotic drugs are not only substances with
physiological and psychological effects, but
also objects of regulation that shape criminal
liability, public security, judicial workload,
and the legitimacy of state intervention (Jafari
Langroudi, 2016). The concept of narcotic
drugs has historically included substances that
cause lethargy, numbness, dependency, or
mental disturbance, and this conceptual
breadth has influenced both ordinary language
and legal terminology (Dehkhoda, 2018).
However, contemporary drug policy requires
differentiation between high-risk industrial
substances and comparatively low-risk
traditional substances, because uniform
criminalization may produce disproportionate
legal consequences and may divert
institutional capacity away from more
dangerous forms of drug trafficking and
consumption (Rahmdel, 2019). Accordingly,
the present study focuses on the legal
consequences of liberalizing low-risk narcotic
drugs and examines whether such
liberalization may serve as a rational strategy
for reducing the harms associated with high-
risk substances, limiting excessive judicial
intervention, and redirecting criminal justice
resources toward more serious drug-related
threats.

The conceptual framework of the study is
based on the distinction between narcotic
drugs, psychoactive substances, low-risk
drugs, and high-risk drugs. Narcotic
substances may be classified according to their
origin, effects, and legal treatment, including
natural, semi-synthetic,c and synthetic

substances, as well as depressants,
hallucinogens, and stimulants (Danesh, 2020).
Depressants reduce the activity of the nervous
system and may include traditional substances
such as opium and its derivatives, while
hallucinogens alter perception, emotion, and
cognition and may lead to auditory, visual, or
psychological distortions (Rasouli, 2018).
Stimulants, especially synthetic and industrial
substances, are commonly associated with
heightened alertness, excitation, dependency,
and severe psychological and physical
consequences (Atashin, 2018). This
classification is legally significant because not
all substances create the same degree of risk,
social harm, or criminogenic consequence. A
differentiated approach to drug policy may
therefore = be more consistent with
proportionality, fair criminalization, and
rational allocation of state resources. The
historical background of drug consumption
also shows that traditional substances existed
in many societies for centuries, whereas the
contemporary crisis is intensified by the
spread of industrial, synthetic, and
hallucinogenic substances that create more
severe risks for public order and personal
security (Asadi, 2014). In Iranian criminal
policy, drug control has long been treated as a
major legal and social priority, but the
persistence of trafficking and addiction
suggests that purely punitive approaches may
be insufficient (Baseri, 2017).

Methodologically, the study adopts a
descriptive-analytical legal approach. The
analysis is based on library research, review of
legal concepts, examination of criminal policy
arguments, and assessment of the legal
consequences of decriminalization and
liberalization. The research does not seek to
defend unrestricted permissiveness; rather, it
evaluates whether regulated liberalization of
low-risk narcotic drugs may function as a legal
mechanism for harm reduction and
prioritization. In this regard, the study
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examines several legal foundations, including
reduction of trafficking in high-risk industrial
substances, prevention of excessive case
accumulation, avoidance of prolonged judicial
proceedings, reduction of labeling effects, and
implementation of the principle of prioritizing
more important legal interests. Fair trial
standards require that disputes and criminal
proceedings be handled with reasonable
speed, because excessive delay undermines the
value of justice even when the final judgment
is formally correct (Saber, 2020). Therefore,
when criminal justice institutions spend
substantial time and resources on low-risk
drug cases, they may become less capable of
addressing organized trafficking, dangerous
synthetic substances, violent drug-related
crime, and cross-border criminal networks
(Saki, 2021). From this standpoint, the legal
question is not whether low-risk narcotic
drugs are entirely harmless, but whether
criminalization is the most effective and
proportionate response to them. The study
thus evaluates liberalization as a policy of legal
prioritization, not as an absolute denial of risk.
The findings indicate that one of the most
important legal effects of liberalizing low-risk
narcotic drugs is the possible reduction of
trafficking in industrial and high-risk
substances. When all forms of drug use are
treated under a broadly punitive framework,
users may be pushed toward illicit markets
where traditional, synthetic, and dangerous
substances circulate together. This situation
may increase exposure to high-risk substances
and strengthen organized trafficking
networks. A regulated approach to low-risk
substances may reduce the attractiveness of
illicit markets and weaken the economic
incentives of traffickers who profit from
criminal prohibition (Bagherzadeh Mianji,
2023). Another major legal effect is the
reduction of case accumulation and judicial
delay. Drug-related criminalization imposes
significant burdens on police, prosecutors,

courts, and correctional institutions, and the
unnecessary expansion of criminal files may
undermine the efficiency of the justice system
(Zeraat, 2017). Liberalization or
decriminalization of low-risk substances can
therefore be interpreted as a form of
institutional prioritization, allowing law
enforcement and courts to concentrate on
serious  trafficking, organized crime,
distribution of high-risk substances, and drug-
related violence. This approach also reduces
the negative consequences of labeling. Once
individuals, especially young people, are
formally processed as offenders for low-risk
drug conduct, they may experience social
stigma, exclusion, and weakened prospects for
reintegration, which can paradoxically
intensify deviant trajectories (Rahmdel, 2019).
Thus, liberalization may have not only
administrative benefits, but also preventive
and social effects.

The discussion of the findings suggests that
the legal basis for liberalizing low-risk narcotic
drugs can be situated within a broader model
of rational criminal policy. Criminal law
should be used with caution and should be
reserved for conduct that creates serious social
harm and requires penal intervention. Where
non-penal or less coercive mechanisms can
produce  better  outcomes, excessive
criminalization may lose its justification
(Baseri, 2017). In this regard, the principle of
prioritizing more important legal interests
supports the argument that state capacity
should be directed toward high-risk industrial
drugs, psychoactive substances, organized
trafficking, and crimes arising from
hallucination, violence, and severe
dependency. The study also indicates that, in
many developed legal systems,
decriminalization or regulated tolerance
toward certain low-risk substances has been
associated with harm-reduction strategies and
efforts to reduce movement toward more
dangerous substances (Saki, 2021). In the



Iranian legal context, the issue requires careful
legislative design, cultural sensitivity, public-
health supervision, and strict distinction
between legalization, decriminalization, and
regulated liberalization. Liberalization should
not be understood as abandonment of control;
rather, it may involve legal regulation, age
restrictions, health monitoring, prevention
programs, and stronger enforcement against
dangerous substances. From this perspective,
a legally structured model of low-risk drug
liberalization may help reduce youth
attraction to industrial drugs, decrease
unnecessary criminalization, and limit the
occurrence of violent incidents associated with
hallucinogenic and psychoactive consumption
(Hashemi, 2020).

In conclusion, the study shows that the legal
effects of liberalizing low-risk narcotic drugs
must be assessed through the combined lenses
of criminal policy, judicial efficiency, harm
reduction, proportionality, and social
prevention. The main conclusion is that
liberalization of low-risk narcotic drugs may
be legally defensible when it is designed as a
regulated and preventive policy rather than as
an uncontrolled permissive measure. Such an
approach can reduce pressure on the criminal
justice system, prevent unnecessary case
accumulation, limit the stigmatizing effects of
criminal prosecution, and redirect
enforcement resources toward industrial,
synthetic, hallucinogenic, and high-risk drugs
that create greater threats to public order and
personal security. The study further concludes
that if Iranian law adopts a carefully regulated
model for low-risk substances, it may help
reduce young people’s tendency toward
dangerous industrial drugs and may prevent
some of the violent incidents and severe harms
associated with psychoactive and
hallucinogenic consumption. Therefore, the
legal value of this policy lies not in denying the
harms of narcotic drugs, but in distinguishing
degrees of risk and designing a more

proportionate,  efficient, and  socially

responsive criminal policy.
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