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ABSTRACT

Contemporary armed conflicts, particularly in light of the expansion of hybrid warfare and the utilization of emerging technologies,
have become associated with more complex patterns of perpetrating and concealing violations of international humanitarian law.
Under such conditions, reliance solely on traditional mechanisms of international criminal law for the identification,
documentation, and prosecution of these violations faces serious challenges. Accordingly, the use of interdisciplinary capacities,
especially the interaction between criminology and international criminal law, may play an effective role in strengthening the
process of truth discovery and the realization of criminal accountability. The present study, employing a descriptive—analytical
method and an interdisciplinary approach, examines the capacities of this interaction in documenting humanitarian law violations
in contemporary conflicts. Research data were collected through the analysis of library sources, reports of international
institutions, and existing documentation samples. The findings indicate that the linkage between criminology and international
criminal law can contribute to the formation of an analytical model at three levels: first, the identification of behavioral and
structural patterns of perpetrating violations through criminological analyses; second, the assessment of the credibility,
coherence, and chain of evidence using technical and psychological criteria; and third, the translation of empirical data into the
material and mental elements of international crimes within the framework of international criminal proceedings. Accordingly,
systematic interaction between the two fields can provide the foundation for designing more efficient standards for documenting
violations and strengthening the possibility of criminal prosecution and accountability in contemporary armed conflicts.
Keywords: Behavioral analysis of perpetrators; criminal accountability in conflicts; digital evidence and proof; standards for
documenting violations; interdisciplinary cooperation in criminal justice.
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mechanisms in identifying, documenting, and

prosecuting serious violations of international
humanitarian law and international criminal



law. The twelve-day war between Iran and
Israel in June 2025 represents a significant
contemporary case in which the complexity of
military operations, the use of advanced
weaponry, damage to civilian infrastructure,
competing media narratives, and restrictions
on direct access to affected areas created major
challenges for legal documentation and
criminal accountability. In such contexts,
reliance solely on doctrinal analysis in
international criminal law is insufficient,
because proving international crimes requires
not only identifying applicable legal norms but
also reconstructing patterns of conduct,
verifying evidence, analyzing the structure of
decision-making, and linking empirical facts
to the material and mental elements of
international crimes. Criminology,
particularly war criminology and atrocity
criminology, can strengthen this process by
providing analytical tools for understanding
offender behavior, organizational patterns of
violence, structural conditions of criminal
conduct, and the social and political contexts
in which violations occur (Ashouri, 2016;
Garland, 2001; Hagan & Rymond-Richmond,
2009). From this perspective, the interaction
between criminology and international
criminal law is not merely auxiliary, but forms
a necessary interdisciplinary framework for
transforming scattered evidence into legally
meaningful documentation. International
criminal law defines the categories of crimes,
jurisdictional conditions, standards of
responsibility, and admissibility of evidence,
while criminology helps identify recurrent
patterns, explain the behavior of perpetrators,
and evaluate the reliability and coherence of
evidentiary materials (Bassiouni, 2010;
Cassese, 2013; Mégret, 2021). This study
therefore focuses on the analytical model of
interaction  between criminology and
international criminal law in documenting
alleged humanitarian law violations in the
twelve-day Iran—Israel war.

The theoretical foundation of the study rests
on the assumption that international criminal
accountability depends on the systematic
integration of legal classification and empirical
reconstruction. International criminal law
provides the normative framework for
identifying war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and other serious violations,
especially through principles such as
individual criminal responsibility, legality,
distinction, proportionality, precautions in
attack, and the prohibition of deliberate
attacks against civilians and civilian objects
(Dinstein, 2022; Sassoli, 2019; Schabas, 2017;
Schabas, 2010). However, these legal
principles can only become operational when
factual evidence 1is collected, verified,
classified, and connected to legal elements.
Criminological analysis assists precisely at this
point by examining behavioral patterns,
command structures, organizational
dynamics, and repeated modes of violence. For
example, repeated attacks on civilian
infrastructure, medical facilities, or densely
populated urban areas may not only indicate
isolated incidents but may also reveal broader
patterns relevant to proving intent,
knowledge, policy, or systematic conduct
(Cohen, 2013; Crawford, 2019; Drumbl, 2007).
In addition, modern documentation
increasingly depends on digital and open-
source evidence, including satellite imagery,
geolocation data, videos, social media content,
hospital records, field reports, and metadata.
These sources can support the reconstruction
of events, but they also require strict
verification protocols to ensure authenticity,
reliability, chain of custody, and evidentiary
admissibility (Human Rights, 2013, 2017;
Jones, 2019; Kavanagh & Chapman, 2020).
Therefore, the theoretical model adopted in
this study views documentation as a three-
layered process: criminological identification
of patterns, technical validation of evidence,
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and legal translation of facts into the
constituent elements of international crimes.

Methodologically, the study follows a
descriptive—analytical and interdisciplinary
approach, using the twelve-day Iran—Israel
war as a case study for examining how
criminological and legal tools can jointly
support the documentation of alleged
humanitarian law violations. The case is
important because available reports indicate
that the conflict involved attacks on military,
nuclear, urban, residential, medical, and
infrastructural sites, as well as extensive public
debate regarding the legality of the methods
and means of warfare used during the conflict
(Asr Iran, 2025; Mashregh, 2025; Masir
Eqtesad, 2025). Reports from Iranian sources
described damage to residential areas in
Tehran and other cities, injuries to civilians,
damage to hospitals and medical facilities, and
disruption of essential services, all of which
raise issues under the principles of distinction,
proportionality, and precautions in attack
(Eghtesad Online, 2025; Irna, 2025c; Isna,
2025a, 2025b). The study does not treat media
reports as final proof of international crimes;
rather, it evaluates how such reports may serve
as preliminary data requiring corroboration
through independent verification, technical
analysis, and legal qualification. This
distinction is crucial because documentation
in international criminal law must move
beyond descriptive reporting and toward
evidentiary reconstruction capable of meeting
judicial standards. Reports on civilian
casualties, damage to hospitals, debris
removal, and destruction of infrastructure
may provide initial indicators, but their legal
relevance depends on the ability to verify time,
location, weapon type, target status,
foreseeable civilian harm, and the decision-
making context of the attack (Irna, 2025a,
2025b; Tasnim, 2025a; Tirdadnameh, 2025).
Thus, the study emphasizes that the central
challenge is not merely collecting information,

but organizing it into a coherent evidentiary
structure suitable for national or international
proceedings.

The findings indicate that criminology can
contribute to the documentation of
international crimes at several interconnected
levels. First, it can help identify behavioral and
structural patterns of violations, such as
repeated attacks on similar categories of
targets, recurring harm to civilians, or
consistent operational methods that may
reveal negligence, recklessness, knowledge, or
intent. This is particularly important where
direct evidence of criminal intent is
unavailable and intent must be inferred from
patterns of conduct and surrounding
circumstances (Mégret, 2021; Mettraux, 2020).
Second, criminological methods can guide
evidence collection by identifying likely
locations of relevant evidence, categories of
witnesses, victim groups, and recurring
operational features that should be
documented. Third, criminology contributes
to the assessment of credibility and coherence
by comparing witness statements, digital
evidence, hospital records, open-source
materials, satellite imagery, and physical
traces of attacks. This multi-source
triangulation can reduce the risk of
manipulation, selective  reporting, or
evidentiary gaps (Jones, 2019; Kavanagh &
Chapman, 2020). Fourth, criminology helps
translate empirical patterns into legally
meaningful categories by showing how
individual acts may be part of a broader
organizational or policy-based structure. This
is especially important in distinguishing
between isolated violations, war crimes, and
possible crimes against humanity, because
crimes against humanity require proof of a
widespread or systematic attack against a
civilian population and knowledge of that
attack (Bantekas, 2021; Cassese, 2013). In the
case of the twelve-day war, the study shows
that reports concerning attacks on residential



buildings, hospitals, and essential
infrastructure may be legally significant only if
they are verified and connected to the relevant
elements of international crimes, including
target  status, intent, proportionality,
foreseeability of civilian harm, and command
responsibility (Casey-Maslen, 2019; Clapham &
Gaeta, 2020; Sassoli, 2019).

The analysis also reveals several weaknesses in
the existing documentation process. The first
weakness concerns fragmentation of evidence
among different actors, including local media,
hospitals, civil institutions, government
bodies, and informal citizen sources. Without
a unified documentation protocol, evidence
may lose probative value because of
incomplete metadata, uncertain chain of
custody, lack of standardized classification, or
insufficient  corroboration. The second
weakness concerns limited use of advanced
technological tools, especially satellite
imagery, open-source intelligence platforms,
geolocation, and artificial intelligence-based
analysis, despite their potential importance for
reconstructing attack patterns and assessing
damage in inaccessible areas (Jones, 2019;
Kavanagh & Chapman, 2020). The third
weakness concerns political and media
contestation, which can affect the perceived
neutrality and credibility of documentation
efforts. In highly polarized conflicts,
documentation must be methodologically
transparent, independently verifiable, and
legally precise in order to avoid being
dismissed as propaganda or advocacy rather
than evidence (Schabas, 2017; Scharf, 2009).
The fourth weakness relates to the difficulty of
translating technical findings into legal
categories. For example, evidence of
destruction does not automatically establish a
war crime; it must be connected to the legal
status of the target, military necessity,
proportionality, precautions, intent, and
command responsibility (Dinstein, 2022;
Schabas, 2010). Therefore, the study proposes

strengthening interdisciplinary teams
composed of criminologists, international
criminal lawyers, forensic experts, digital
evidence specialists, medical professionals,
and open-source investigators. Such teams
should work through standardized protocols
for evidence collection, preservation,
classification,  verification, and legal
interpretation (Bassiouni, 2010; Mettraux,
2020). Training local actors in documentation
standards is also essential, because early-stage
evidence collected by journalists, medical
staff, civil society groups, and affected civilians
may later become crucial for judicial
proceedings if properly preserved and verified.
In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the
interaction  between criminology and
international criminal law provides a more
complete and reliable framework for
documenting humanitarian law violations in
contemporary armed conflicts. The twelve-day
Iran—Israel war shows that documentation
cannot be reduced to the accumulation of
reports, images, or casualty statistics; it
requires a systematic process through which
facts are verified, patterns are identified,
evidence is preserved, and legal meaning is
constructed. Criminology strengthens this
process by explaining behavior, detecting
recurring patterns, analyzing structural
conditions, and supporting the reconstruction
of events, while international criminal law
provides the normative categories and
procedural  standards  necessary  for
accountability. The most effective model is
therefore an integrated one in which empirical
analysis and legal reasoning operate together
from the earliest stages of documentation.
Such a model can improve the accuracy,
credibility, and judicial usability of evidence,
reduce evidentiary gaps, support victims’
rights, and enhance the possibility of
meaningful criminal accountability. More
broadly, the findings suggest that future
documentation of armed conflicts should be
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designed as an interdisciplinary process,
supported by standardized protocols,
technological tools, trained local actors,
independent verification mechanisms, and
continuous cooperation between legal and
criminological experts. This approach can
contribute not only to post-conflict
accountability but also to prevention,
historical clarification, institutional learning,
and the protection of civilians in future
conflicts.
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