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ABSTRACT

The integration of artificial intelligence and autonomous systems into decision-making domains has posed a serious challenge
to the traditional concepts of duty and liability in Imamiyya jurisprudence. A jurisprudential system grounded in human intention
and volition must now confront an agent that lacks human consciousness and intent, yet is capable in practice of generating
legal and criminal consequences. Drawing upon the concept of “meta-obligation,” this study attempts to present a novel model
of jurisprudential order in the post-artificial intelligence era; an order founded upon distributive liability between human beings
and technology. Within this framework, the concepts of causation, justice, and legal personality are redefined on the basis of
networked relations. The jurisprudential foundations of criminal liability regarding damages caused by artificial intelligence are
grounded in the preservation of human social order and justice; through the principle of public interest, the consequences of
technology are assessed and harm is prevented. Reason serves as the criterion for determining the extent of damage and
proportional punishment, while the principles of no-harm and destruction guarantee compensation for losses. The findings
indicate that Imamiyya jurisprudence possesses the capacity to transition from an individual-centered model toward a
technological and network-oriented system; an order in which “meta-obligation” establishes a connection between human
rationality and technological intelligence, and justice is conceptualized through balance among humans, data, and automated
decision-making.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rapid development of artificial

intelligence, autonomous technologies, and
robotic systems has created one of the most
significant conceptual challenges for criminal
law and Islamic jurisprudence: how can
responsibility be determined when harm is
caused by a system that acts, decides, learns,
or responds without possessing human
intention, moral consciousness, or legally
recognizable will? Classical theories of
criminal liability generally presuppose a
human actor who can be addressed by legal
norms, understand prohibition, exercise
choice, and be blamed for violating a protected
interest. In Imamiyya jurisprudence, this
structure is even more closely tied to the
concepts of reason, volition, intention, and
imputability, because criminal responsibility
is traditionally grounded in the capacity of the
mukallaf to understand the legal-moral
meaning of conduct and to act with awareness
and choice (Khoei, 2001; Khomeini, 2000). The
emergence of artificial intelligence unsettles
this structure because autonomous systems
may produce legally harmful consequences
while lacking the internal qualities that make
punishment meaningful in Islamic criminal
thought. A robot may physically injure a
person, an algorithm may cause financial or
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reputational damage, and an intelligent
system may make decisions that affect life,
health, property, or public order; yet these
systems cannot be treated as morally
blameworthy in the same way as human
offenders. Accordingly, the central problem is
not merely technical but jurisprudential:
whether the traditional foundations of
causation, intent, fault, and liability can be
reinterpreted in a way that preserves the
normative integrity of Islamic law while
responding to the realities of algorithmic
decision-making and distributed technological
agency (Mirsaeedi, 2007; Zeraat, 2017).

The study is based on a jurisprudential-legal
analysis of criminal liability for harms caused
by artificial intelligence systems and robots,
with particular attention to the Imamiyya legal
tradition. It examines the doctrinal
foundations of liability, including the legal
element, material element, and mental
element of crime, and then evaluates whether
these elements can be attributed to artificial
intelligence. The legal element requires a valid
textual or statutory basis for punishment,
consistent with the principle that punishment
without prior declaration is impermissible;
this  principle prevents the  direct
criminalization of artificial intelligence
systems unless a recognized norm clearly



establishes the relevant obligation or
prohibition (Ardabili, 2013; Muhaqqiq Hilli,
1988). The material element may appear more
readily applicable because robots and
intelligent systems can physically perform
harmful acts, but material performance alone
is insufficient for criminal responsibility when
the acting entity lacks consciousness and
volition. The mental element creates the
deepest challenge, because intention,
awareness, and choice constitute the core of
criminal imputability in both modern criminal
law and Islamic jurisprudence (Jafari, 2016;
Mansourabadi, 2016). Since  artificial
intelligence operates through data processing,
algorithmic optimization, and programmed or
learned responses, its conduct cannot be
equated with human intentionality. Therefore,
even when the external form of conduct
resembles intentional action, the absence of
genuine  awareness and  legal-moral
comprehension prevents attribution of mens
rea to the machine itself.

The findings indicate that the most coherent
jurisprudential approach is to analyze artificial
intelligence and robots through the doctrines
of direct commission and causation rather
than through direct criminal personality. In
Imamiyya jurisprudence, responsibility may
arise through mubasharat when a person
directly causes harm, or through tasbib when
a person creates the conditions or means
through which harm occurs. In cases involving
artificial intelligence, the machine may
function as the immediate physical medium of
harm, but it is not a conscious direct
perpetrator. Therefore, the inquiry must shift
toward the human or institutional causes
behind the harmful outcome: the designer,
programmer, producer, operator, owner, user,
supervisor, or regulatory authority that
enabled, controlled, deployed, trained, or
failed to monitor the system. The
jurisprudential maxim that the stronger cause
may prevail over the immediate actor is

especially important in this context, because
the robot or algorithm may be the apparent
direct actor while the legally relevant cause
remains the human agent who had knowledge,
control, or capacity to prevent harm
(Mohaghegh Damad, 1999; Najafi, 1984). This
framework allows criminal responsibility to
remain attached to rational and legally
accountable persons without ignoring the
complex causal role of autonomous systems. It
also enables the transition from a linear model
of causation to a networked model in which
liability is distributed according to the degree
of control, foreseeability, negligence, and
contribution to risk.

The jurisprudential foundations of liability in
this field are further supported by broader
principles such as preservation of social order,
justice, public interest, reason, no-harm, and
destruction. The preservation of human social
order requires that technological harm not be
treated as a neutral technical accident when it
threatens life, property, dignity, security, or
public trust. Islamic law recognizes the
necessity of maintaining social order and
preventing disruption in the conditions
required for human welfare and moral life
(Tabatabaei Yazdi, 1991). The principle of
justice also demands that the legal system
respond proportionately to harm, not merely
by assigning blame but by restoring the rights
of victims and preventing unequal or arbitrary
distribution of technological risk (Mohaghegh
Damad, 2006). The principle of public interest
provides a flexible basis for regulating artificial
intelligence where technological benefits must
be balanced against risks to persons and
society (Awdeh, 1993; Shartouni, 1983).
Likewise, the rule of no-harm prevents the
legitimacy of conduct, systems, or regulatory
omissions that produce unjustified injury to
others (Ansari; Rashti Najafi). The rule of
destruction also reinforces compensation
when property, value, or legally protected
interests are damaged through technological
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conduct (Jafari Langroudi, 2006; Sami, 2021).
These principles collectively support a model
of criminal and compensatory responsibility
that is preventive, restorative, and
proportionate.

One of the major theoretical contributions of
the study is the proposal of “meta-obligation”
as a jurisprudential framework for the post-
artificial intelligence order. Meta-obligation
does not mean abandoning the -classical
requirement that responsibility ultimately
belongs to rational and accountable subjects;
rather, it means expanding the field in which
obligation and responsibility are analyzed. In a
technological environment, harmful outcomes
are often produced by networks of human
decisions, institutional policies, algorithmic
structures, datasets, machine learning
processes, and operational contexts. A purely
individual-centered theory of responsibility
may fail to identify the real sources of risk,
while direct criminal personality for artificial
intelligence  may  conflict with  the
jurisprudential foundations of reason and
volition. Meta-obligation therefore offers an
intermediate =~ framework:  responsibility
remains normatively anchored in human and
institutional  accountability, but it is
distributed across the network that produces
the harmful decision. This model is compatible
with the idea of legal personality as a
constructed and conventional concept,
especially where legal systems already
recognize certain non-natural entities for
functional purposes (Eskini, 2001;
Rahmanpour, 2013). It may also justify
mechanisms such as mandatory technological
insurance, collective compensation funds,
regulatory duties, and specialized standards of
care for designers and operators of intelligent
systems (Molla Karami & Naeimi, 2023;
Vaseghi, 2020). In this sense, meta-obligation
transforms liability from a single-point inquiry
into a layered assessment of control, risk
creation, supervision, and preventability.

In conclusion, the study shows that Imamiyya
jurisprudence possesses significant
interpretive capacity to respond to the
challenges of artificial intelligence and
robotics without abandoning its fundamental
principles.  Artificial intelligence cannot
presently be treated as a genuine criminal
subject because it lacks reason, volition, moral
understanding, and intentionality;
nevertheless, its harmful effects cannot
remain outside the legal and jurisprudential
order. The appropriate response is a
networked model of liability that identifies the
human and institutional causes behind
technological harm  and  distributes
responsibility ~ according to  control,
foreseeability, fault, and contribution to risk.
The proposed concept of meta-obligation
provides a jurisprudential bridge between
classical doctrines and the post-artificial
intelligence world by preserving the centrality
of human accountability while recognizing
that harm increasingly arises within complex
systems of data, design, automation, and
decision-making. This framework supports
justice, compensation, prevention, and public
order, while also encouraging the development
of technological ijtihad, specialized regulation,
insurance mechanisms, and collective
compensation structures. Ultimately, the
encounter between Islamic jurisprudence and
artificial intelligence need not produce
rupture; rather, it can become an opportunity
to reconstruct the concepts of causation,
responsibility, and justice in a broader and
more realistic horizon suited to the age of
intelligent technologies.
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