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ABSTRACT

The rapid expansion of social networks has fundamentally transformed patterns of human interaction and lifestyles,
creating new contexts for the emergence of risky behaviors. In this regard, the impact of these platforms on the
process of recidivism and the reproduction of delinquency has become a significant concern in contemporary
criminology. The present study adopts a criminological approach to examine the role of social networks in
reinforcing or facilitating patterns of recidivism and risky behaviors. Accordingly, the central research question is:
what is the criminological impact of social networks on patterns of recidivism and risky behaviors? The study was
conducted using a library-based (documentary) method, with data collected through note-taking techniques, and
analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach. The findings indicate that social networks can contribute to an
increased likelihood of recidivism by facilitating communication among deviant individuals, normalizing risky
behaviors, and disseminating criminal patterns. Furthermore, widespread access and limited supervision within
these platforms create conditions conducive to the formation of informal criminal networks and the reinforcement of
criminal identities. Therefore, the adoption of preventive policies, the promotion of media literacy, and effective
monitoring of content published on social networks can play a significant role in reducing risky behaviors and
recidivism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The rapid expansion of communication
technologies and the growing centrality of
social networks have transformed the
structure of social interaction, identity
formation, information exchange, and
everyday patterns of behavior. Social networks
are no longer merely technical platforms for
communication; rather, they have become
complex social environments in which
individuals construct relationships, exchange
symbolic meanings, learn behavioral models,
and participate in virtual communities. From
a criminological perspective, this
transformation is significant because digital
environments may reproduce, intensify, or
facilitate deviant and criminal behaviors
through mechanisms similar to those observed
in physical social settings. Social networks can
provide opportunities for interaction among
individuals with deviant tendencies, expose
users to risky behavioral patterns, and
normalize certain forms of misconduct
through repetition, symbolic approval, and
group reinforcement. The criminological
importance of this issue becomes more evident
when social networks are examined in relation
to recidivism and risky behaviors. Recidivism,
as one of the major concerns of criminal justice
systems, is not only influenced by individual
criminal history but also by social
environments that reinforce deviant identities
and weaken normative controls. In this
context, social networks may operate as new
environments of criminal learning, where
users encounter definitions favorable to law
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violation, observe criminal techniques, receive
social approval for risky conduct, and develop
stronger ties with deviant peer groups. Such
processes are consistent with social learning
and differential association approaches, which
emphasize that criminal behavior is learned
through interaction, communication,
imitation, and  reinforcement  within
meaningful social relationships (Hosseini &
Rayejian Asli, 2023; Rayejian Asli, 2019; Salimi
& Davoudi, 2001).

The present study adopts a criminological
approach to examine the impact of social
networks on patterns of recidivism and risky
behaviors. The central problem addressed in
this study is how social networks influence the
formation, reinforcement, and repetition of
criminal and high-risk conduct among users,
especially adolescents and young people. The
study is based on a descriptive-analytical
method and relies on library-based and
documentary sources. Within this framework,
social networks are conceptualized as digital
spaces that enable users to create profiles,
exchange information, communicate through
applications such as chat and messaging, share
visual and textual content, and participate in
online communities. These platforms facilitate
interaction beyond geographical, cultural,
linguistic, and social boundaries, thereby
expanding the scope of exposure to diverse
values, norms, and behavioral models
(Babajani Velokola, 2021; Noudehi, 2020;
Vahedi Fard, 2015). Criminology, as the
scientific study of crime, examines not only
criminal acts themselves but also the
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individual,  psychological, social, and
environmental factors that contribute to
criminal behavior. Accordingly, the study
situates social networks within the broader
field of criminological analysis by treating
them as environments in which crime-
producing conditions, risky contacts, deviant
subcultures, and weakened social controls may
emerge. This approach makes it possible to
analyze the role of cyberspace not merely as a
technical medium, but as a criminogenic social
field that may affect criminal learning,
victimization, identity construction, and the
recurrence of offending behavior (Bagheri,
2019; Mohammadi et al., 2024; Yari Khah,
2017).

The findings indicate that social networks may
contribute to risky behaviors and recidivism
through several interconnected mechanisms.
First, they facilitate communication among
individuals with deviant or criminal
tendencies, thereby increasing the likelihood
of association with groups that approve or
justify law-breaking behavior. In terms of
differential association theory, repeated and
meaningful interaction with individuals who
define criminal conduct as acceptable may
weaken the user’s resistance to deviance and
increase the probability of criminal
involvement. Second, social networks
accelerate the dissemination of criminal
techniques and behavioral models. Through
images, videos, group discussions, and
informal communication channels, users may
learn methods of committing certain acts,
observe the consequences of such acts, and
interpret them as beneficial, exciting, or
socially rewarding. Third, social networks may
normalize risky behaviors by presenting them
in attractive, entertaining, or identity-based
forms. When deviant acts receive likes,
comments, approval, or symbolic recognition,
users may perceive them as less harmful or less
socially condemned. This process is
particularly important among adolescents,

who are often more sensitive to peer approval,
group belonging, and identity formation.
Research on cyberspace, peer association, and
risky behaviors confirms that virtual
interactions may be associated with risky
conduct in both online and offline contexts,
especially where peer influence, repeated
exposure, and weak supervision are present
(Abbasi Shavazi et al., 2018; Ghorbani &
Khosravi, 2017; Heydari & Shirani, 2017).
Moreover, social networks may provide
conditions for the formation of informal
deviant communities, in which users exchange
experiences, support one another, and
construct collective identities that make
disengagement from deviant behavior more
difficult (Davoudi Dehaghani et al., 2018;
Habibzadeh et al., 2024).

The study also shows that adolescents and
children are among the most vulnerable
groups in relation to social-network-related
risks. Their vulnerability stems from limited
knowledge of the structure and functions of
virtual platforms, insufficient awareness of
legal rules, emotional and cognitive
immaturity, and inadequate parental
supervision. Many children and adolescents
enter social networks before developing a
mature understanding of digital risks, privacy
threats, manipulation techniques, and the
hidden intentions of unknown users. As a
result, they may disclose personal
information, establish unsafe relationships,
participate in risky challenges, or imitate
harmful behaviors observed online. From a
developmental-criminological ~ perspective,
early exposure to criminogenic content may
influence attitudes, values, and behavioral
expectations, especially when it is combined
with weak family monitoring and poor media
literacy (Ashrafi, 2016; Dehghani et al., 2023).
The study further emphasizes the role of
parents’ informational poverty regarding
cyberspace.  Because of  generational
differences and digital knowledge gaps, many



parents are unable to understand the nature of
social networks or guide their children’s online
behavior effectively. Absolute prohibition is
neither realistic nor desirable, since digital
platforms also have educational, social, and
informational benefits. Therefore, the more
effective strategy is active, informed, and
dialogic supervision. Parents should be
equipped with media literacy, knowledge of
privacy settings, awareness of cyber threats,
and skills for constructive communication
with children. In addition, adolescents’
ignorance of cyber laws may increase their
exposure to both offending and victimization,
since many users are unaware of the legal
consequences of online behavior, digital
harassment, unauthorized publication of
content, or participation in illegal virtual
activities (Dehghani et al., 2021;
Mohammadenasl & Eshraghi, 2009).

A further finding of the study concerns the
interaction between virtual and real spaces in
the production and reproduction of crime.
Criminal behavior is not confined to either
physical or digital environments; rather, the
two spaces increasingly interact and reinforce
one another. Some crimes require physical
presence and cannot be directly committed in
cyberspace, but virtual platforms can still
facilitate  them  through  incitement,
coordination, instruction, recruitment, or
psychological encouragement. Conversely,
some crimes are specific to digital
environments, such as unauthorized access,
cyber theft, online harassment, or the
dissemination of harmful content. More
importantly, behaviors learned in cyberspace
may be transferred to real life, while
experiences, motives, and conflicts from the
physical world may be reproduced in virtual
environments. This two-way transfer creates a
continuous criminogenic cycle in which online
and offline behaviors become mutually
reinforcing. Social networks may also intensify
this cycle by reducing perceived supervision,

increasing anonymity, and multiplying
opportunities for contact with deviant content.
The possibility of hiding one’s identity may
embolden users who would not otherwise
engage in certain conduct in the physical
world. Similarly, the speed and scale of
content circulation may allow criminal
techniques, violent images, risky challenges,
and deviant norms to spread rapidly among
large audiences (Aghaei, 2017; Chan et al.,
2014; Croteau & Hoynes, 2013). Within this
framework, prevention must be
multidimensional. ~ Criminal  prevention
should include legal regulation, monitoring
mechanisms, and effective enforcement, while
non-criminal prevention should focus on
media literacy, digital responsibility, family
education, school-based training, social
support, and early developmental
intervention. Developmental prevention is
especially important because early
psychosocial intervention can prevent the
stabilization of criminal tendencies before they
become persistent patterns of behavior (Eu &
Najafi Abrandabadi, 2002; Mohammadi et al.,
2024).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
social networks have a dual criminological
function. On the one hand, they can support
communication, education, social
participation, and access to information; on
the other hand, under certain conditions, they
may facilitate the formation, reinforcement,
and repetition of risky and criminal behaviors.
Their impact on recidivism is not automatic or
one-dimensional, but depends on mediating
factors such as individual vulnerability, age,
peer associations, family supervision, media
literacy,  platform  governance, legal
awareness, and the nature of online content.
Social networks may increase the likelihood of
recidivism by enabling renewed contact
among deviant individuals, reinforcing
criminal identities, spreading criminal
techniques, normalizing risky conduct, and
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weakening formal and informal social
controls. At the same time, these platforms can
be transformed into tools of crime prevention
if they are managed through evidence-based
policies, responsible regulation, digital literacy
education, and rehabilitative strategies aimed
at reintegration. Therefore, contemporary
criminology must treat social networks as a
major variable in the analysis of crime,
recidivism, and risky behavior. Effective policy
should neither demonize cyberspace nor
ignore its risks; rather, it should adopt a
balanced, preventive, and scientifically
grounded approach that reduces criminogenic
opportunities  while strengthening the
constructive capacities of digital
communication.
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