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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to determine, through an examination of the jurisprudential (figh) and legal foundations
of Iran, the validity of contracts in which artificial intelligence functions as an electronic agent in their formation. The
research context is grounded in fundamental concepts of contract law—such as intention, legal capacity, and mutual
consent—in the digital era. Given the absence of consciousness and independent will in artificial intelligence, this
study analyzes its role either as a mere instrument or as an autonomous agent, in order to clarify under which
scenarios such contracts are considered valid and under which they are deemed void. This research is theoretical
in nature and has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical method. The findings indicate that the validity of
Al-based contracts is contingent upon the legal capacity and intention of the human agent; where artificial
intelligence serves an instrumental role, the transaction is valid, whereas in cases of its assumed independence,
the transaction is void, and liability ultimately reverts to the human actor. Accordingly, Al-based contracts are valid
when Al operates as a tool, but void when it functions as an independent agent; in all cases, responsibility remains
with the human.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rapid expansion of digital technologies

and the increasing integration of artificial
intelligence into decision-making, data
analysis, and the management of economic
processes have generated profound legal and
jurisprudential questions regarding the
validity of contracts formed through electronic
agents. In contemporary transactional
environments, intelligent systems are no
longer confined to auxiliary roles; rather, they
frequently act as decision-makers, negotiators,
and autonomous executors within the process
of contract formation. This transformation
challenges foundational doctrines of contract
law, particularly those centered on intention,
consent, and legal capacity. Classical legal
theory presumes that a valid contract arises
from the concurrence of two conscious and
autonomous wills, each possessing the
capacity to understand and undertake legal
obligations. However, artificial intelligence
lacks consciousness, independent volition,
and moral agency, raising critical concerns as
to  whether algorithmically generated
decisions can be equated with human intent.
The issue is further complicated by the
emergence of adaptive and self-learning
systems, whose outputs are not entirely
predictable even to their developers.
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Consequently, the central inquiry is whether
“algorithmic  intention” or “delegated
intention” can satisfy the legal requirements of
valid consent, or whether such constructs
merely simulate, rather than embody, genuine
legal will (Ahmadi et al.,, 2013; Qaemi-Nia,
2006). The debate reflects a broader tension
between technological innovation and
doctrinal stability, requiring a re-examination
of the conceptual foundations of contract law
in light of the digital transformation of
transactional practices.

From a doctrinal perspective, legal systems
have approached artificial intelligence
primarily through analogical reasoning,
attempting to situate it within existing
frameworks such as agency, representation, or
instrumental tools. In this view, artificial
intelligence operates as an extension of human
will, similar to other technological
intermediaries that facilitate communication
and execution of contractual obligations. Such
an approach preserves the primacy of human
intention by attributing the actions of the
system to the individual or entity that deploys
it. However, this interpretation becomes
increasingly strained as Al systems
demonstrate higher levels of autonomy,
adaptability, and decision-making complexity.
Some scholars have therefore proposed



alternative models, including risk-based
liability frameworks, quasi-legal personality
constructs, and trust-based regulatory
approaches, in order to address the novel
challenges posed by autonomous systems.
These emerging theories reflect an
acknowledgment that traditional legal
categories may be insufficient to fully capture
the operational realities of artificial
intelligence. Nonetheless, the attribution of
independent legal personality to Al remains
controversial, as it requires a fundamental
redefinition of core legal concepts such as will,
responsibility, and accountability (Matlabi,
2014; Whitby et al., 2017). As a result, the legal
status of Al-generated contracts remains
unsettled, with ongoing debates regarding
whether such agreements should be treated as
conventional = contracts  mediated by
technology or as a distinct category
necessitating specialized legal rules.

In Islamic jurisprudence, parallel concerns
arise regarding the validity of contracts formed
through non-human intermediaries.
Foundational principles such as intention,
consent, legal capacity, and causation play a
central role in determining the legitimacy of
contractual relations. The concept of
intention, in particular, is intrinsically linked
to human consciousness and moral
accountability, rendering its attribution to
artificial systems highly problematic. While
jurisprudential doctrines such as the
presumption of validity and rational custom
may  provide some  flexibility in
accommodating technological developments,
they do not eliminate the requirement for a
genuine human will underlying contractual
commitments. The distinction between a
passive instrument and an autonomous agent
becomes crucial in this context, as the former
can be readily assimilated into existing legal
frameworks, whereas the latter challenges the
very basis of contractual legitimacy. As
artificial intelligence systems become more

sophisticated, the difficulty of attributing their
actions to human actors increases, thereby
complicating the application of traditional
jurisprudential rules. This necessitates a
nuanced analysis that reconciles technological
capabilities with the normative requirements
of Islamic legal theory, ensuring that
innovations do not undermine the
foundational principles governing contractual
relations (Qaemi-Nia, 2006; Sarabadani &
Amir, 2018).

The analysis of electronic contracts further
underscores the transformative impact of
digital technologies on legal practice.
Electronic contracts are characterized by the
exchange of consent through digital platforms,
eliminating the need for physical presence and
traditional documentation. This shift has
redefined the spatial and temporal dimensions
of contractual interactions, rendering
geographical boundaries increasingly
irrelevant. Legal systems have responded by
developing regulatory frameworks that
emphasize harmonization, good faith, and
cross-border compatibility. In Iran, for
example, electronic commerce law reflects an
awareness of the international nature of digital
transactions and the necessity of aligning
domestic regulations with global standards.
Within this context, artificial intelligence
functions as a facilitator of contractual
processes, enhancing efficiency and enabling
real-time decision-making. However, the
reliance on automated systems also introduces
new risks, including errors, biases, and
unforeseen consequences arising from
algorithmic operations. These risks highlight
the importance of maintaining a clear link
between the outcomes generated by Al
systems and the human agents responsible for
their deployment. Accordingly, the validity of
electronic contracts involving artificial
intelligence depends not only on compliance
with formal legal requirements but also on the
preservation of substantive principles such as
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intention and capacity (Arasteh, 2017; Nouri &
Nakhjavani, 2017).

A critical dimension of this inquiry concerns
the concept of legal capacity, which constitutes
a fundamental condition for the validity of
contractual obligations. Legal capacity
encompasses both the ability to acquire rights
and the ability to exercise those rights. In both
Islamic jurisprudence and Iranian civil law,
these capacities are contingent upon attributes
such as rationality, maturity, and financial
competence, which are inherently human
characteristics. Artificial intelligence systems,
despite  their advanced computational
abilities, lack these essential attributes and
therefore cannot be recognized as independent
legal subjects. This limitation has significant
implications for the attribution of intention
and responsibility in Al-mediated
transactions. Where artificial intelligence
operates merely as an instrument under
human control, the resulting contracts can be
considered valid, as the requisite intention and
capacity are ultimately derived from the
human agent. Conversely, if Al is perceived as
acting independently, without direct human
oversight or authorization, the absence of legal
capacity renders the contract void. This
distinction highlights the centrality of human
agency in maintaining the integrity of
contractual relations and underscores the
challenges associated with extending legal
recognition to non-human entities (Katouzian,
2016; Safaei, 2000).

The findings of this study demonstrate that the
jurisprudential and legal validity of Al-based
contracts is fundamentally contingent upon
the role assigned to artificial intelligence
within the contractual process. When AI
functions as a tool, intermediary, or non-
independent representative, its involvement
does not undermine the validity of the
contract, as the essential elements of intention
and capacity remain attributable to a human
actor. In such cases, artificial intelligence

serves as a means of facilitating the expression
and execution of human will, analogous to
other technological instruments. However,
when Al operates as an autonomous agent,
making decisions and concluding agreements
without meaningful human intervention, the
absence of genuine intention and legal
capacity precludes the recognition of such
contracts as valid. This conclusion is
consistent with both jurisprudential principles
and civil law doctrines, which emphasize the
indispensability of human agency in the
formation of binding legal obligations.
Furthermore, the attribution of liability in AI-
mediated transactions invariably reverts to the
human individuals or entities responsible for
the design, deployment, or use of the system,
reflecting the enduring centrality of human
accountability in legal systems (Saleh-Abadi et
al., 2019; Sarabadani & Amir, 2018).

In conclusion, the current legal and
jurisprudential frameworks in Iran do not
support the recognition of artificial
intelligence as an independent contractual
party. The validity of Al-mediated contracts
depends entirely on the presence of a
competent human agent whose intention
underlies the transaction. While artificial
intelligence can enhance efficiency and expand
the scope of contractual interactions, it cannot
replace the foundational elements of human
will and legal capacity that define valid
contractual relationships. Therefore, contracts
formed solely through autonomous Al
systems, without effective human
involvement, must be regarded as void due to
the absence of essential conditions of validity.
Addressing this challenge requires careful
consideration of potential legal reforms,
including the development of new conceptual
models that reconcile technological innovation
with established legal principles, while
ensuring that any transformation in the
recognition of artificial intelligence within
legal systems remains consistent with the



normative foundations of both jurisprudence
and civil law.
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