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ABSTRACT

Islamic jurisprudence, as a body of knowledge concerned with the discovery and explication of divine rulings, possesses
extensive capacities for regulating behavior within the domain of education. The present study aims to design a “jurisprudential
model” for moral and devotional education within the family context. This model is structured based on jurisprudential principles,
educational methods, and overarching legal maxims, with the objective of providing a comprehensive framework for parents to
educate their children in a scientifically grounded and religiously legitimate manner. Furthermore, “educational jurisprudence” is
regarded as one of the most significant and contemporary domains of jurisprudence in the cultivation of the human being,
considered the ultimate purpose of divine creation. Within this sphere, jurisprudence encompasses clearly defined and
systematized guidelines that have received comparatively limited scholarly attention to date. The jurisprudential model of “moral”
and “devotional” education in the family, grounded in a careful engagement with the primary sources of Islamic jurisprudence,
offers a transparent and coherent approach to constructing an integrated and dynamic system of human education, with
particular emphasis on children within the family setting. This model seeks to critically examine educational realities through a
jurisprudential lens and to assist parents in achieving educational objectives in accordance with the perspective of the Lawgiver.
The research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology and draws upon authoritative jurisprudential, hadith-based, and
foundational legal sources. Initially, the theoretical foundations of jurisprudence and education were examined in detail, followed
by the design and analysis of a three-layered model for moral and devotional education in the family. The model comprises
normative, operational, and regulatory layers. The findings indicate that Islamic jurisprudence, beyond its focus on individual
rulings, can provide a strategic framework for family-based education. Within the normative layer, five foundational principles—
sincerity, justice, patience, consideration of the learner's capacity, and preservation of dignity—are identified, which are
operationalized through educational methods such as gentleness and forbearance, affection, role modeling, enjoining and
forbidding, and disciplinary measures. In the third layer, jurisprudential maxims such as the negation of hardship, the prohibition
of imposing unbearable obligations, the principle of no harm, and the prohibition of causing injury function as regulatory
mechanisms governing educational methods and obligations.

Keywords: Educational jurisprudence; moral education; devotional education; family; jurisprudential model; jurisprudential
principles
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Islamic jurisprudence, as a normative
discipline concerned with deriving practical
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religious rulings from authoritative sources,
possesses a significant yet underdeveloped
capacity for regulating educational conduct
within the family. In Islamic thought,
education is not merely the transmission of
information or behavioral training; rather, it is
a purposive process through which human
capacities are actualized and directed toward
moral, spiritual, and devotional perfection.
Within this framework, moral education and
devotional = education  represent  two
foundational domains of human formation:
moral education regulates interpersonal
conduct and social behavior, while devotional
education cultivates the human relationship
with God through conscious obedience,
worship, and spiritual discipline. The family
occupies a central position in this process
because it is the first and most influential
environment in which children encounter
value systems, behavioral models, emotional
bonds, and religious practices. Classical
Islamic sources assign parents responsibility
for guiding, disciplining, and educating their
children, and this responsibility is described
not only as an ethical recommendation but
also as a duty with religious consequences (Ibn
Babawayh, 1992; Majlisi, 1982). Accordingly,
the present study addresses the question of
whether Islamic jurisprudence can provide a
systematic, family-centered model for moral
and devotional education, rather than
remaining limited to scattered rulings
concerning children, worship, discipline, or
parental authority.

The conceptual foundation of the study rests
on three key notions: education, morality, and

worship.  Linguistically,  education is
associated  with growth, nurturing,
preservation, correction, and gradual

development, while conceptually it refers to a
purposeful process of cultivating latent human
capacities and directing them toward desirable
perfection (al-Fayyumi, 1993; Ibn Manzur,
1993). In the Islamic intellectual tradition,

education is closely connected with discipline,
refinement, and purification, meaning that it
extends beyond skill acquisition and concerns
the formation of character. Morality refers to
stable dispositions of the soul from which
human actions emerge; therefore, moral
education cannot be reduced to external
behavioral correction but must aim at the
formation of enduring virtues and the restraint
of destructive tendencies (Motahhari, 2003;
Raghib al-Isfahani, 1991). Worship, in turn,
denotes humility, servitude, and God-oriented
action, and devotional education seeks to
prepare the child gradually and consciously for
religious  obligation  (al-Tabari, 1991).
Jurisprudential discussions on teaching
prayer and training children in devotional
practices before legal maturity indicate that
Islamic law recognizes gradual preparation for
responsibility as a legitimate educational
concern (al-Tusi, 1986). Thus, moral and
devotional education are not merely ethical or
spiritual ideals; they are also connected to
legally meaningful conduct when parental
action, educational obligation, discipline,
harm, hardship, and capacity become subject
to religious evaluation.

Methodologically, this study adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach based on
authoritative jurisprudential, hadith-based,
lexical, ethical, and legal-theoretical sources.
The analysis first examines the theoretical
foundations of educational jurisprudence,
then identifies the family as the principal
context of application, and finally proposes a
three-layered jurisprudential model. The
normative basis of the model is Islamic
jurisprudence understood as a system for
regulating the conduct of legally responsible
agents. Since parental educational conduct is
voluntary, intentional, and attributable to
legally responsible persons, it falls within the
scope of jurisprudential evaluation. Acts such
as encouragement, restriction, command,
prohibition, affection, modeling, discipline,



and devotional training may be assessed as
obligatory, = recommended, permissible,
disliked, or prohibited depending on their
conditions and consequences. Moreover,
Islamic jurisprudence contains general legal
maxims that transcend particular chapters of
law and provide criteria for evaluating the
legitimacy of conduct. Maxims such as the
negation of hardship, the rejection of
unbearable obligation, no harm, and the
prohibition of wrongful injury can regulate the
intensity, limits, and legitimacy of educational
methods (Behbahani, 1994; Hakim, 1997). This
shows that educational jurisprudence is not an
artificial modern addition to Islamic law, but
an extension of its internal capacity to regulate
human action in light of obligation, welfare,
capacity, dignity, and harm.

The proposed model consists of three
interrelated layers: the normative layer, the
operational layer, and the regulatory layer.
The normative layer includes five foundational
principles that orient the entire educational
process: sincerity,  justice,  patience,
consideration of the learner’s capacity, and
preservation of human dignity. Sincerity gives
education a theocentric direction and prevents
parental conduct from being reduced to social
competition, personal pride, or authoritarian
control; it frames education as an act oriented
toward divine pleasure and the child’s spiritual
guidance (Ibn Babawayh, 1992). Justice
regulates balance in parental treatment,
affection,  obligation, and  discipline,
preventing  unjust  discrimination  or
disproportionate strictness; in this respect,
justice becomes not only a moral virtue but
also a jurisprudential criterion for evaluating
educational  behavior (Hakim, 1997;
Mohammadi Reyshahri, 1988). Patience
reflects the gradual nature of character
formation and devotional habituation, since
moral dispositions and religious practices
require repetition, time, emotional stability,
and sustained guidance (Motahhari, 2003).

Consideration of the learner’s capacity is
grounded in the principles that religious
obligation must not exceed ability and must
not impose excessive hardship (Hakim, 1997).
Finally, preservation of dignity functions as

the ultimate boundary of legitimate
educational action, since humiliation,
psychological degradation, destructive

comparison, and personality injury cannot be
justified even when performed under the claim
of correction (Behbahani, 1994).

The operational layer translates these
normative principles into concrete educational
methods: gentleness and forbearance,
affection, role modeling, command and
prohibition, and discipline under strict
jurisprudential conditions. Gentleness is the
default method of educational interaction
because it corresponds to patience, capacity,
and the negation of hardship; excessive
harshness may transform education into
pressure and alienation rather than guidance
(Hakim, 1997). Affection creates the emotional
bond necessary for the child’s acceptance of
moral and devotional values, and religious
sources recognize parental love as a significant
element of family responsibility (Shaykh al-
Kulayni, 1986). Role modeling gives embodied
form to values, since children are shaped not
only by verbal instruction but by the visible
consistency between parental speech and
action. Command and prohibition represent
direct normative guidance within the family,
but they must remain bound by justice,
capacity, dignity, and avoidance of harm.
Discipline is therefore not the primary method
but a limited and exceptional corrective
measure, only legitimate when gentleness,
affection, modeling, and direct guidance have
proven insufficient and when no harm,
humiliation, or excessive hardship is produced
(al-Tusi, 1986). The regulatory layer governs all
these methods through general jurisprudential
maxims. The negation of hardship limits
excessive educational burdens; the principle
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rejecting unbearable obligation prevents
expectations beyond developmental capacity;
the maxim of no harm invalidates harmful
educational practices; and the prohibition of
wrongful injury protects the child’s dignity and
psychological integrity (Behbahani, 1994;
Hakim, 1997). Accordingly, parental authority
is not absolute; it is a responsibility
constrained by welfare, proportionality,
capacity, and non-injury, and classical
jurisprudential discussions on liability in cases
of excessive discipline confirm that
educational authority is conditional and
limited (al-Tusi, 2008).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
Islamic jurisprudence can move beyond
isolated rulings and provide a coherent
strategic framework for moral and devotional
education in the family. The proposed three-
layered model integrates foundational
principles, practical methods, and regulatory
maxims into a unified structure capable of
guiding parental conduct and evaluating
educational legitimacy. Its normative layer
defines the ethical and religious direction of
education; its operational layer identifies the
practical means through which moral and
devotional formation can occur; and its
regulatory layer prevents excess, harm,
coercion, humiliation, and disproportionate
obligation. The model therefore presents
family-based moral and devotional education
not as a set of scattered recommendations, nor
as a purely moral discourse detached from
legal reasoning, but as a structured process
that can be analyzed and guided through
jurisprudential principles. Theoretically, it
contributes to the development of educational
jurisprudence by showing how Islamic law can
function as a model-generating normative
system in the field of family education.
Practically, it offers parents, educators, and
researchers a coherent framework for
assessing educational behavior in terms of

sincerity, justice, patience, capacity, dignity,
proportionality, and non-harm.
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