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ABSTRACT

Reparation for war damages is one of the most crucial issues in international law and the domestic law of states
when confronting the destructive impacts of armed conflicts. In addition to extensive human casualties, wars entail
significant economic, social, and environmental damages, which redoubles the necessity of establishing legal
mechanisms for their compensation. In international law, the principle of international state responsibility is
considered the primary basis for war reparations; based on this principle, any state that commits a breach of the
rules of international law, particularly international humanitarian law, is obligated to make full reparation for the
damages incurred. In contrast, in Iranian domestic law, compensation for war damages is mainly executed through
protective legislation, government policies, and specific institutions established to support war victims. The present
study, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizing a comparative method, examines the war reparations
system in international law and Iranian domestic law. The research findings indicate that in international law, there
are relatively developed rules regarding state responsibility and various forms of reparation, including restitution,
financial compensation, satisfaction, and guarantees of non-repetition; however, the practical implementation of
these rules faces challenges such as political considerations and weak enforcement mechanisms. Conversely, in
Iranian domestic law, although effective protective mechanisms have been established to compensate citizens,
particularly in war-torn areas, this system primarily possesses a supportive and administrative nature and relies
less on the classical foundations of the legal responsibility of an aggressor state at the international level.
Consequently, the comparative analysis demonstrates that each of these two systems possesses its own distinct
advantages and limitations. International law is richer in terms of theoretical foundations and the diversity of
methods of reparation, whereas Iranian domestic law has functioned more efficiently regarding the practical access
of victims to compensatory support. Accordingly, simultaneously utilizing the capacities of international law and
strengthening domestic legal mechanisms can lead to the creation of a more comprehensive and effective system
for the reparation of war-induced damages.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The devastating impacts of armed conflicts

have historically been recognized as some of
the most catastrophic events affecting human

societies, leaving behind a trail of
multidimensional destruction that
encompasses severe human casualties,

profound economic collapse, extensive social
disintegration, and irreversible environmental
degradation. The aftermath of such profound
hostilities necessitates the establishment of
robust, equitable, and highly functional legal
frameworks specifically designed to address
and mitigate the extensive damages inflicted
upon individuals, vulnerable communities,
and broader state infrastructures. The central
problem addressed in this comprehensive
study is the intricate comparative analysis of
war reparation systems as they are
conceptualized, structured, and implemented
within the distinct realms of international law
and the domestic legal framework of Iran. By
meticulously examining how each legal
paradigm approaches the monumental task of
compensating victims and restoring societal
balance post-conflict, this research aims to
illuminate the fundamental similarities, stark
differences, inherent strengths, and critical
weaknesses characterizing both systems. The
necessity for such an inquiry stems from the
enduring reality that warfare remains a
pervasive  challenge in  contemporary
international relations, producing long-lasting
socio-economic and psychological impacts
that require sophisticated legal responses.
Ultimately, this comparative endeavor seeks to
provide a profound understanding of how
international normative standards interact
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with domestic administrative realities, aiming
to identify pragmatic pathways for developing
a more resilient, victim-centered, and
comprehensively effective system for war
reparations that transcends the traditional
limitations of isolated legal jurisdictions (Amid
Zanjani, 2014; Cassese, 2013).

To fully comprehend the complexities of
addressing conflict-induced devastation, it is
paramount to establish a rigorous theoretical
and conceptual framework surrounding the
notion of “reparation” within modern legal
discourse. Reparation, in its broadest
jurisprudential sense, embodies the definitive
legal obligation to rectify a legally recognized
wrong, aiming to eliminate all consequences of
the illegal act and re-establish the situation
that would, in all probability, have existed if
that act had not been committed. This
fundamental principle bridges the conceptual
gap between domestic civil liability—which
traditionally = governs interactions and
damages between private entities, individuals,
and the state—and international state
responsibility, which dictates the strict
obligations of sovereign nations toward one
another and toward the international
community as a whole. The conceptual
foundation relies heavily on categorizing the
myriad forms of damages generated by
warfare, distinguishing meticulously between
material losses, such as the systematic
destruction of public infrastructure and
private property, and moral or immaterial
damages, which encompass profound
psychological trauma, loss of life, and the
enduring social suffering of affected
populations. Furthermore, the theoretical
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underpinnings explore the overarching
objectives of reparation systems, highlighting
a progressive transition from historically
punitive paradigms to modern restorative
justice models that prioritize the holistic
rehabilitation of the victim. This conceptual
exploration highlights the immense difficulties
inherent in quantifying war damages and
determining the precise chain of causation in
the chaotic environment of armed conflict,
establishing the necessary theoretical
groundwork for evaluating the practical
mechanisms employed by both international
and domestic legal systems (Jafari Langroudi,
2017; Karimi, 2017; Katouzian, 2014).

Within the sphere of international law, the
framework for war reparations @ is
predominantly anchored in the foundational
doctrine of State Responsibility for
internationally wrongful acts, particularly
emphasizing the strict liability arising from
severe violations of International
Humanitarian Law and the established laws of
armed conflict. The international legal regime
boasts a highly developed normative and
theoretical structure, significantly influenced
by landmark jurisprudence such as the historic
Chorzoéw Factory case adjudicated by the
Permanent Court of International Justice,
which  unequivocally  established the
customary principle of “full reparation.”
According to this sophisticated international
framework, an aggressor state that breaches
its international obligations is strictly bound to
provide comprehensive redress through a
hierarchy of established forms: primarily
restitution aiming to physically restore the
pre-war status quo, followed by direct
financial compensation for materially
quantifiable damages when restitution is
materially impossible, and complemented by
satisfaction for moral injuries—such as formal
apologies or punitive damages—alongside
binding guarantees of non-repetition. This
theoretical richness ensures that international

law comprehensively addresses both the
material and symbolic dimensions of justice
required after devastating conflicts. The
international =~ mechanisms  theoretically
empower victim states to hold perpetrators
accountable on the global stage, utilizing
international tribunals, bilateral claims
commissions, and globally backed
compensation funds to systematically process
complex claims and enforce the financial
liability of the aggressor nation for its
transgressions  against humanity and
international peace (Wittich, 2004; Zamani,
20009).

Conversely, the approach to war reparations
within the domestic legal system of Iran
presents a starkly different paradigm, deeply
shaped by the nation’s agonizing historical
experience during the devastating eight-year
imposed war and the subsequent urgent need
for rapid societal rehabilitation. Rather than
primarily relying on the traditional,
adversarial mechanisms of international state
responsibility to extract compensation from
the foreign aggressor, the Iranian domestic
framework is fundamentally characterized as a
heavily state-sponsored, supportive, and
administrative system designed to provide
immediate welfare and structural recovery.
Following the conclusion of the conflict, the
national legislative and executive branches
enacted a multitude of specific legal
instruments, most notably specialized laws
targeting the reconstruction and renovation of
war-torn areas, functioning alongside various
constitutional provisions and broader civil
liability doctrines. This expansive legal
infrastructure facilitated the creation of
specialized governmental institutions and
foundations explicitly tasked with
administering financial aid, providing
extensive medical care, offering continuous
socio-economic support to the families of
casualties and veterans, and systematically
rebuilding devastated urban and rural



infrastructures. =~ The domestic system
essentially internalizes the immediate burden
of reparations, shifting the financial and
administrative responsibility onto the national
treasury and the state apparatus to ensure that
affected citizens have rapid, practical, and
unhindered access to necessary resources,
thereby prioritizing domestic social stability,
rapid physical reconstruction, and the
immediate welfare of the victims over the
prolonged and often uncertain pursuit of
international legal accountability (Dinstein,
2017; Greenwood, 2008; Hashemi, 2016).

A critical comparative analysis of these two
distinct legal paradigms reveals a complex
landscape of intertwined strengths and
profound systemic weaknesses, highlighting
the severe implementation challenges that
continuously  plague the pursuit of
comprehensive justice for war victims. While
international law is unequivocally richer in its
theoretical foundations, normative diversity,
and strict conceptualization of absolute state
accountability, it suffers immensely in the
realm of practical execution and enforcement.
The international system is frequently
paralyzed by geopolitical realities, the intense
politicization of international tribunals,
sovereign immunity barriers, and a glaring
lack of centralized executive mechanisms to
enforce compliance and compel powerful
aggressor states to fulfill their financial
obligations, rendering access to justice for
individual victims painstakingly slow or
entirely illusory. In stark contrast, the
domestic legal framework excels in
operational efficiency, offering practical,
immediate, and highly localized access to
compensatory mechanisms and welfare
support, thereby effectively mitigating the
immediate suffering of affected citizens and
facilitating rapid post-war national recovery.
However, this domestic approach
fundamentally falls short from a purely
jurisprudential standpoint regarding ultimate

liability, as it forces the victimized state to bear
the immense financial burden  of
reconstruction and compensation that
rightfully belongs to the foreign aggressor
under  customary  international law.
Consequently, while the domestic system
effectively treats the immediate socio-
economic symptoms of the conflict, it fails to
address the fundamental international legal
necessity of holding the primary perpetrator
accountable, creating a paradoxical situation
where immediate domestic efficiency
compromises the broader pursuit of
international justice.

In conclusion, the intricate study of war
reparation frameworks unmistakably
demonstrates that neither the international
legal regime nor the domestic national system
is entirely sufficient on its own to address the
monumental complexities of post-conflict
recovery and holistic victim compensation.
The inherent limitations of each system
necessitate a strategic, hybrid approach that
meticulously integrates the robust normative
accountability of international law with the
swift, administrative efficiency of localized
domestic legal frameworks. To construct a
genuinely comprehensive, equitable, and
highly  functional reparation  system,
policymakers and legal scholars must leverage
the profound theoretical capacity of
international law to relentlessly pursue the
liability of aggressor states on the global stage,
while simultaneously utilizing the practical,
state-sponsored infrastructure of domestic law
to provide uninterrupted, immediate relief to
the affected populations. This dual-track
methodology ensures that while a nation
proactively rehabilitates its war-torn regions
and supports its traumatized citizens through
sovereign welfare mechanisms, it concurrently
maintains aggressive legal and diplomatic
campaigns in international forums to formally
subrogate these immense costs and demand
full restitution, compensation, and satisfaction
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from the responsible foreign entities.
Ultimately, bridging the profound gap
between domestic administrative support and
international legal accountability will not only
guarantee a more profound and accessible
form of restorative justice for the victims but
also significantly reinforce the global rule of
law, serving as a powerful deterrent against
future acts of aggression and contributing to
enduring international peace.
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