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ABSTRACT

Epistemological transformations in the modern era—particularly in the field of human rights—have revived the
guestion of the relationship between ethics and religion in the process of understanding and deducing legal rulings.
litihad, as the dynamic mechanism of Islamic jurisprudence, has always required guiding principles to regulate
interpretation and ensure compatibility with the exigencies of time. Within this framework, ethics can serve as a
mediating factor between the divine text (nass) and the human interpreter. This article, employing an analytical—
descriptive approach and drawing upon jurisprudential, legal-theoretical (usuli), and exegetical sources, examines
the influence of ethical components on ijtihad and the interpretation of religious texts in light of human rights values.
The findings reveal that ethics is not merely ornamental in the process of deduction; rather, it is a necessary
condition for forming a more human-centered understanding of religion. Principles such as justice, human dignity,
and the prohibition of harm (la darar)—as shared foundations between Islamic ethics and human rights—can play
an effective role in reforming the method of ijtihad and preventing violence-oriented readings of religious texts. The
results emphasize that by integrating moral rationality into the process of interpretation and deduction, it is possible
to achieve a humane, dynamic, and dignity-oriented form of ijtihad—one that emerges from within the Islamic
tradition while simultaneously converging with universal human values.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The intersection of ethics, ijtihad, and the

interpretation of religious texts has emerged
as a focal point in the contemporary evolution
of Islamic thought, particularly in light of
global discourses on human rights. The
relationship between religion and morality is
not peripheral but constitutive of Islamic
jurisprudence itself, where the act of legal
deduction—ijtihad—is  simultaneously a
rational and moral endeavor. Classical
scholars such as Draz, Fayz Kashani, and
Miskawayh long recognized that moral
refinement and intellectual reason were
inseparable conditions of piety and social
justice. Draz argued that moral rationality in
Islam is not an abstract ideal but an essential
element of divine law, asserting that the
Qur’an’s ethical content transcends temporal
legal frameworks and aims to cultivate virtue
as the essence of justice (Draz, 1973). Similarly,
Fayz Kashani emphasized that ethics serves as
the harmonizing force between reason and
revelation, making moral virtue an intrinsic
part of jurisprudential reasoning (Fayz
Kashani, 1989). In this sense, ethics is neither
decorative nor optional in the process of legal
deduction—it is the condition for a human-
centered interpretation of divine will. The
dynamic interplay @ between  rational
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deliberation and ethical responsibility ensures
that Islamic jurisprudence remains responsive
to evolving human realities. Consequently, the
moral dimension of ijtihad functions as a
safeguard against formalistic rigidity,
promoting an interpretive paradigm that
reconciles fidelity to the text with sensitivity to
human welfare (Miskawayh). This perspective
not only challenges positivist readings of
Shari’a but also redefines ijtihad as a process
rooted in justice, compassion, and human
dignity.

The epistemological relationship between
reason (‘aql) and morality (‘akhlaq) forms the
philosophical backbone of this reformist
framework. In classical and modern Islamic
thought alike, reason is regarded as the
cognitive means through which moral values
are discerned and realized. The Qur’an’s call to
reflection and ethical reasoning underscores
the moral responsibility of human intellect
(Draz, 1973). Fayz Kashani interpreted this
integration as the illumination of the soul by
divine light, arguing that moral intelligence
and rational deliberation are co-dependent
aspects of human perfection (Fayz Kashani,
1989). Likewise, Miskawayh maintained that
rationality governs the balance between
appetitive and aggressive drives, thereby
ensuring moral equilibrium in both individual
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and social conduct (Miskawayh).
Contemporary scholars such as Ahmadpour
and Sadr have revitalized this dialogue by
asserting that moral cognition is not only an
auxiliary tool in jurisprudence but an
epistemic source in its own right.
Ahmadpour’s comparative work between
Islamic jurisprudence and cognitive science
concludes that moral awareness and reasoning
are integral to understanding divine purposes
(Ahmadpour, 2016), while Sadr frames ethical
rationality as the foundation of modern figh
al-akhlaq (jurisprudence of ethics) (Sadr,
2012). This synthesis of intellect and morality
implies that true ijtihad is both an act of
interpretation and of conscience—a process
where the jurist’s ethical disposition directly
shapes the legitimacy of the legal judgment.
Such a vision bridges the dichotomy between
formalist law and moral theology, reaffirming
that human welfare, justice, and compassion
are not external to religion but its ontological
essence.

The structural relationship between ethics and
the interpretive process becomes most evident
in the methodological stages of ijtihad. Every
stage—from the collection of textual evidence
to the issuance of legal verdicts—is imbued
with ethical imperatives that determine its
validity. Ziaee Far underscores that
intellectual honesty, humility, and the
avoidance of prejudice are prerequisites for
any credible deduction of divine rulings (Ziaee
Far, 2009). Fakhar Toosi adds that fairness
(insaf) must guide interpretation so that
jurists may uncover the spirit of the law rather
than merely its literal expression (Fakhar
Toosi, 2013). Similarly, Deylami identifies
justice and mercy as the ethical foundations of
interpretive integrity, warning that the
absence of these virtues leads to coercive and
dehumanizing readings of sacred law
(Deylami, 2005). At the culmination of this
process, the jurist’s intent (niyyah), aim
(ghayah), and sense of justice collectively

ensure the moral legitimacy of the fatwa
(Avaani, 1998). Jacks extends this framework
philosophically, arguing that moral virtues are
not secondary attributes of the jurist but
conditions for epistemic trustworthiness and
social credibility (Jacks, 1983). Thus, ijtihad,
when divorced from ethical consciousness,
degenerates into formalism devoid of
compassion or justice. Conversely, when
imbued with ethical rationality, it becomes an
instrument for human flourishing and social
reform. This ethical anchoring transforms the
function of jurisprudence—from a rigid code of
conduct into a dynamic moral discourse
aligned with the principles of mercy, fairness,
and public good.

At a hermeneutical level, the moral agency of
the interpreter (mufassir) determines the
ethical integrity of scriptural understanding.
The act of interpretation, far from being a
neutral linguistic exercise, is shaped by the
moral posture, intellectual humility, and social
awareness of the exegete. Moghniyeh
emphasizes the importance of pure intention
and sincerity as preconditions for authentic
exegesis, asserting that the ethical quality of
interpretation depends upon the moral state of
the interpreter (Moghniyeh, 2018). Hosseini
complements this by highlighting fairness and
avoidance of bias as essential virtues in
understanding divine intent (Hosseini, 1999),
while Misbah Yazdi warns that interpretation
without moral grounding risks distorting
divine justice (Misbah Yazdi, 1999). These
views converge in Motahhari’s insistence that
interpretive ethics ensures harmony between
divine law and human dignity (Motahhari,
2008). Makarem Shirazi extends this logic to
the principle of human equality, arguing that
mercy and dignity are the guiding values for
interpreting legal verses (Makarem Shirazi,
1998). The ethical framework of
interpretation, therefore, protects revelation
from misappropriation by ensuring that
scriptural meaning remains consistent with



universal moral principles. Ziaee Far and
Deylami further argue that interpretive ethics
facilitates the integration of Shari’a with
contemporary human rights norms by
transforming rigid jurisprudence into a
context-sensitive and humane moral discourse
(Deylami, 2005; Ziaee Far, 2009). Within this
paradigm, ethical exegesis becomes a bridge
between revelation and the modern
conscience—offering an interpretive model
that honors both divine authority and human
dignity.

The convergence of Islamic ethics and human
rights underscores the universality of values
such as justice, compassion, equality, and
human dignity. Misbah Yazdi and Motahhari
both note that the moral foundations of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
mirror the axiological core of Islamic ethics,
rooted in the sanctity and nobility of human
life (Misbah Yazdi, 1999; Motahhari, 2008).
Makarem Shirazi contends that the ethical
norms of Islam and global human rights
frameworks can coexist when interpreted
through the lens of moral rationality rather
than literalism (Makarem Shirazi, 1998).
Moghniyeh argues that this harmonization
becomes practical when moral reasoning
guides the application of divine injunctions to
contemporary contexts (Moghniyeh, 2018).
Hosseini and Ziaee Far further observe that
the ethical interpretation of religious texts
aligns legal reasoning with the inherent worth
and equality of all human beings (Hosseini,
1999; Ziaee Far, 2009). Likewise, Misbah
Yazdi’s later reflections emphasize that
preserving human dignity through ethical
jurisprudence does not contravene divine law
but fulfills its higher intent (Misbah Yazdi,
2010). Molma’i Khwarazmi and Rokni Dezfuli
illustrate this synthesis by demonstrating how
moral principles such as compassion and
proportionality limit the severity of ritual and
penal codes, ensuring their compatibility with
social justice and human rights (Molma'i

Khwarazmi & Roshan, 2014; Rokni Dezfuli &
Hedayati, 2016). Sanjabi and Arafi similarly
affirm that moral consciousness in legal
interpretation elevates the credibility and
adaptability of Shari’a within pluralistic
societies (Arafi et al., 2019; Sanjabi &
Shekarbigi, 2018). Through this synthesis,
ethical hermeneutics transforms divine law
into a living system of justice that transcends
cultural boundaries and fosters moral
solidarity between Islamic and global
humanistic traditions (Najjarzadegan et al.,
2018).

Nevertheless, the operationalization of an
ethical  ijtihad  encounters  enduring
philosophical and institutional challenges. The
apparent contradiction between absolute
divine commands and evolving moral norms
raises concerns regarding the flexibility of
jurisprudence in  addressing modern
dilemmas. Misbah Yazdi and Molma’i
Khwarazmi identify this tension as an
interpretive misunderstanding rather than an
ontological contradiction, asserting that
deeper comprehension of Shari’a objectives
can reconcile scriptural authority with moral
progress (Misbah Yazdi, 2010; Molma'i
Khwarazmi & Roshan, 2014). Yet, as Elhami
notes, the persistence of traditional
institutional constraints and doctrinal rigidity
limits the scope of reform-oriented
jurisprudence (Elhami, 1999). Hedayati
further critiques the separation of ethics from
legal reasoning as the principal cause of moral
alienation within Islamic legal discourse
(Hedayati, 2015). The relativism of moral
standards across cultures complicates the
establishment of universal ethical norms, as
Elhami emphasizes, requiring a balance
between contextual interpretation and shared
moral universals (Elhami, 1999). These
challenges underscore the necessity of
methodological renewal—one that integrates
ethical rationality into wusul al-figh (the
principles of jurisprudence) and
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institutionalizes interpretive accountability
within religious education and legal practice.
This paradigm shift transforms ethics from a
decorative discourse into a normative criterion
of jurisprudential validity.

In conclusion, ethics is not an auxiliary
dimension of ijtihad and exegesis but their
essential foundation. The study demonstrates
that the moral dimension of legal reasoning
safeguards the humanistic spirit of Islam by
aligning legal interpretation with justice,
compassion, and human dignity. When
integrated into the structure of jurisprudence,
ethical rationality transforms Shari’a into a
dynamic system capable of addressing modern
challenges while maintaining theological
authenticity. It protects the integrity of divine
revelation by ensuring that its application
serves the welfare of humanity rather than the
rigidity of formalism. The transition from text-
centered to human-centered interpretation
marks a paradigmatic shift in Islamic legal
thought—one that acknowledges moral
consciousness as both a hermeneutical tool
and a theological imperative. This integration
allows for the coexistence of tradition and
modernity, preserving the sanctity of the
sacred text while promoting justice, equality,
and mercy as living realities of faith.
Ultimately, the ethical framework of ijtihad
and interpretation ensures that Islam remains
a religion of compassion, reason, and moral
excellence—capable of guiding human
civilization toward both spiritual fulfillment
and universal justice.
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