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ABSTRACT

The present study comparatively examines the impact of artificial sleep (hypnosis) and the use of narcotic drugs on
the legal classification of homicide (intentional, semi-intentional, and pure error) within the Iranian criminal justice
system. The significance of this research lies in the fact that both conditions—by disrupting an individual’s
consciousness and will—can alter the legal characterization of a homicide offense. Given the sensitivity of homicide
in Iran’s legal and jurisprudential framework and its close association with criminal justice, it is essential to analyze
the psychological, neurological, and legal dimensions of these phenomena. This study employs a descriptive—
analytical and comparative approach. Data were collected through a comprehensive review of jurisprudential
sources, Iranian criminal law (particularly Articles 153 and 290 of the Islamic Penal Code), and findings from
neuroscience and psychology. The results indicate that both hypnosis and narcotic substances lead to a reduction
in the level of consciousness and a partial or complete dissolution of free will. In hypnosis, due to the involuntary
nature of suggestion and the absence of independent intent, Article 153 of the Islamic Penal Code can be invoked
to grant full exemption from criminal responsibility. However, in the case of narcotic substances, because their
consumption is typically voluntary, criminal liability generally remains intact. Nevertheless, in certain
circumstances—such as severe intoxication or drug-induced hallucination—the classification of homicide may shift
to semi-intentional or pure error. The fundamental distinction is that artificial sleep possesses a scientific—
therapeutic dimension, whereas drug use is intertwined with broad social consequences, including addiction and
criminal behavior. The findings suggest that Iranian criminal law adopts a more flexible stance toward hypnosis
while maintaining a strict policy toward narcotic substances. This contrast reflects the legislator’s effort to balance
the preservation of public order with the pursuit of criminal justice. Conducting such studies can contribute to
enriching the literature of criminal law and enhancing judicial practice.
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attracted scholarly debate across
jurisprudence, neuroscience, and psychology.
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The present study engages in a comparative
legal and analytical investigation of the effect
of artificial sleep (hypnosis) and narcotic
drugs on the classification of homicide within
the framework of Iranian criminal law. Both
phenomena share the potential to impair
individual volition and consciousness, yet
their legal treatment differs fundamentally
due to their divergent origins and social
implications. Hypnosis, as a state of induced
suggestibility, alters the boundaries between
voluntary and involuntary behavior, raising
profound questions about the validity of intent
in homicide cases. In contrast, narcotic
substances act biochemically on the nervous
system and are generally consumed
voluntarily, a factor that heavily influences the
persistence of criminal liability. Within
Iranian criminal law, the degree of intent and
awareness at the time of the act serves as the
determinant  of  classification = among
intentional, semi-intentional, and pure error
homicide. The research, therefore, aims to
determine whether a hypnotized individual or
one under the influence of drugs can retain
sufficient mens rea to justify intentional
homicide or whether their actions must be
legally downgraded. To answer this, the study
integrates comparative  jurisprudential
sources, criminal codes (notably Articles 153
and 290 of the Islamic Penal Code), and
insights from neuropsychological evidence
and moral philosophy (Topp et al., 2002; Van
der Velden et al., 2022).

Artificial sleep, or hypnosis, is defined as a
psychologically induced state characterized by
narrowed attention, enhanced suggestibility,
and diminished critical reasoning (Oakley &
Halligan, 2013). Neuroscientific studies
demonstrate that hypnosis involves altered
cortical activation, particularly in the
prefrontal and cingulate regions, producing
measurable changes in volition and decision-
making (Bloch, 1997). EEG and fMRI analyses
confirm reduced beta activity and increased

theta waves, paralleling deep relaxation and
selective focus (Copelan, 2015). These
neurological markers indicate that hypnotized
subjects may act under externally induced
commands without full volitional control,
introducing the concept of “automatism,”
whereby actions occur absent conscious
intention (Lynn et al., 2007; McGeown et al.,
2009). Historically, hypnosis evolved from
Mesmer’s eighteenth-century theories of
animal magnetism to modern clinical
applications supported by the American
Psychological Association (Scott & Howell,
2021). Yet despite its medical legitimacy, legal
systems remain uncertain about whether acts
committed under hypnosis stem from an
independent will. Iranian law, through Article
153, provides exemption when a crime is
committed in a state of unconsciousness or
loss of will. Accordingly, if hypnosis effectively
nullifies volition, the hypnotized offender may
be acquitted on grounds of complete lack of
intent (Laminejad & Baninaimeh, 2020).
Nevertheless, determining the threshold of
volitional loss remains contentious because
suggestibility varies between individuals
(Hashemi, 2016). Hence, while hypnosis may
mitigate or remove culpability, its evidentiary
assessment requires multidisciplinary
corroboration between legal reasoning and
neuroscientific proof.

By contrast, narcotic drugs represent
biochemical agents that influence the central
nervous system and are classified as
stimulants, hallucinogens, or depressants
(Chavez, 2020). Stimulants such as cocaine
and methamphetamine heighten dopamine
and norepinephrine activity, elevating energy
and aggression (Miller et al., 2009; Volkow et
al., 2011). Hallucinogens, including LSD and
DMT, distort sensory perception and can
provoke violent or erratic reactions (Miiller et
al., 2018). Depressants, like alcohol and
benzodiazepines, suppress cognitive control
and judgment (Karkheiran, 2013). Each class of



substance modulates consciousness
differently, but all can impair the capacity for
rational decision-making, particularly under
intoxication or addiction (Rahmdel, 2018).
Addiction further erodes self-control by
reconfiguring the brain’s reward -circuitry,
compelling repetitive behavior and, in extreme
cases, facilitating criminal acts to sustain
substance use. Empirical studies have
associated  chronic  intoxication  with
impulsivity, reduced foresight, and violent
tendencies (Akbari, 2019; Amini & Shabani,
2019). Nonetheless, Iranian criminal doctrine
distinguishes voluntary intoxication from
states of involuntary impairment: since the
choice to consume drugs is deliberate,
criminal liability is ordinarily preserved. Only
in instances of profound intoxication
producing hallucination or delusional
confusion may the classification of homicide
shift to semi-intentional or pure error (Sarami,
2014).

The jurisprudential structure governing
homicide in Iranian law, delineated across
Articles 290-303, categorizes Kkilling into
intentional, semi-intentional, and pure error.
Intentional homicide requires a deliberate will
and conscious awareness of the lethal
consequence (Karkheiran, 2013). Semi-
intentional homicide occurs when the actor
lacks homicidal intent but acts negligently or
imprudently (Zaraat, 2010). Pure error,
meanwhile, arises from unintentional conduct
devoid of both intent and foreseeability
(Akbari, 2019). Within this framework,
hypnosis introduces an evidentiary challenge:
if a hypnotized individual performs a lethal act
under suggestion, the question becomes
whether criminal intention genuinely existed
(Laminejad & Baninaimeh, 2020). If the act
stems from externally induced automatism, it
may fall within Article 153, eliminating
responsibility entirely; if partial volition
remains, the act might be reclassified as semi-
intentional or pure error (Gorji, 2008; Lynn et

al., 2007). Conversely, in drug-related killings,
intentional classification persists unless the
offender demonstrates total cognitive
incapacity. Courts generally reject the
intoxication defense because voluntary
consumption implies foreseeability of
consequences (Goldouzian, 2013; Zabihi, 2014).
Yet jurisprudence allows mitigation where
consciousness was fully obliterated, equating
extreme intoxication with temporary insanity.
The doctrinal consistency between these
provisions demonstrates that Iranian criminal
law links culpability to degrees of awareness
rather than the external cause of impairment.
The comparative analysis underscores key
similarities between hypnosis and narcotic
intoxication in altering awareness and
decision-making. Both diminish critical
reasoning and can precipitate involuntary or
quasi-voluntary actions. Accordingly, in both
circumstances the classification of homicide
may shift from intentional to semi-intentional
or pure error, contingent upon the
demonstrable level of awareness (Scott &
Howell, 2021). Article 153 accommodates
hypnosis-induced automatism as a complete
defense, whereas Article 290 applies a stricter
interpretation for drug-induced states.
Nonetheless, both legal contexts acknowledge
that absence of intent or knowledge mitigates
liability (Sadeghi, 2017). From a doctrinal
perspective, the principle of “no crime without
intention” is preserved while permitting
judicial flexibility = when volition is
demonstrably impaired. In practice, courts
must evaluate neuropsychological evidence,
expert testimony, and behavioral indicators to
determine whether the defendant’s cognitive
control was sufficiently diminished. The
comparative dimension also reveals that
Iranian jurisprudence parallels international
criminal law doctrines, which differentiate
between  voluntary and  involuntary
intoxication, though it retains stronger
emphasis on moral culpability tied to personal
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choice (Toghrangar, 2013). Thus, hypnosis
aligns with involuntary impairment, while
drug use typically falls under voluntary self-
induced conditions, sustaining the broader
principle of accountability.

Yet the two phenomena diverge sharply in
their legal and social consequences. Artificial
sleep generally arises within controlled
scientific or therapeutic contexts and is
temporary, leaving minimal social
externalities. Its primary implication concerns
the individual’s capacity for consent and
awareness during the hypnotic episode.
Consequently, Iranian courts and scholars
treat hypnosis with greater leniency,
recognizing the possibility of full exemption
under Article 153. In contrast, narcotic drugs
carry extensive criminogenic and social
repercussions, including addiction,
trafficking, and organized crime. Because their
consumption is elective, the legal system
enforces a deterrent approach to uphold public
order (Akbari, 2014). Therefore, while both
hypnosis and drug intoxication distort
consciousness, the law attributes moral blame
differently: hypnosis is seen as externally
induced and potentially exculpatory; narcotics
use as self-induced and presumptively
culpable. These distinctions illustrate how
Iranian criminal policy balances individual
justice against collective security. The
jurisprudential foundation of this duality
aligns with the ethical principle that
culpability requires both awareness and
freedom of choice. Where either is
compromised involuntarily, mitigation or
exemption may apply; where impairment is
self-chosen, punishment remains essential to
deterrence and social protection.

In conclusion, this comparative study
demonstrates that both artificial sleep and
narcotic intoxication can distort awareness
and will, yet Iranian criminal law distinguishes
their legal outcomes based on voluntariness,
social harm, and evidentiary standards.

Hypnosis, characterized by external induction
and lack of volition, may warrant full
exemption under Article 153, while drug-
related impairment typically preserves liability
except in cases of total cognitive collapse. This
legal dichotomy reflects a  broader
commitment within Iranian jurisprudence to
reconcile principles of moral responsibility
with neuroscientific understandings of human
behavior. The study highlights the necessity
for courts to integrate interdisciplinary
expertise in  assessing intent and
consciousness, ensuring that justice is
rendered not merely according to formal
culpability but in light of the genuine capacity
for volitional control. Ultimately, by
juxtaposing these two states of diminished
awareness, the research contributes to a more
nuanced understanding of culpability,
strengthens the interpretative coherence of
Articles 153 and 290, and provides theoretical
guidance for harmonizing criminal justice with
evolving insights from psychology and
neuroscience.
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