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ABSTRACT

Contextual indicators (gara’in), as interpretive and situational elements, play a fundamental role in discovering the intent of the
Lawgiver and in structuring verbal implications throughout the process of ijtihad (jurisprudential reasoning). Despite the
significance of these components, discussions related to contextual indicators in both Imamrt (Shi‘a) and Sunni usdl al-figh
(principles of Islamic jurisprudence) are often fragmented, lacking structural coherence, and remain unsuitable for systematic
application. The present study, aiming to design a stage-based and operational framework, seeks to present an integrated model
grounded in the shared principles of both schools, thereby clarifying the position of each indicator in the formation of apparent
meaning (zuhr), the preference of interpretations, the synthesis of evidences, and the activation of procedural principles (usal
‘amaliyya). The research method is analytical-comparative, employing both historical and structural examinations of contextual
indicators across four evolutionary phases of usil al-figh. From this examination, three common jurisprudential principles are
extracted: the foundational principle (contextual indicators are a necessary condition for the realization of valid apparent
meaning), the structural principle (classification of indicators into connected, disconnected, situational, and rational types), and
the functional principle (the presence of contextual indicators at all levels of implication). Based on these foundations, a sixfold
classification of indicators has been developed, encompassing origin (scriptural, rational, customary, sensory), form (verbal or
nonverbal), connection (connected or disconnected), strength of effect (definitive or presumptive), semantic function (restrictive,
explanatory, determinative, personal, generic), and jurisprudential application (contextual or complementary). A four-stage
model is also proposed, organizing the movement of contextual indicators through the phases of primary appearance, secondary
appearance, interaction of evidences, and procedural principles. The findings indicate that contextual indicators present at the
moment of speech issuance form the basis of the primary appearance, while complementary indicators function in the
subsequent stage by influencing restriction, specification, preference of meaning, and harmonization among evidences
according to customary understanding. A case analysis of the issue of the purity of the People of the Book confirms the practical
efficiency of this framework in analyzing complex jurisprudential problems, demonstrating that the proposed theory enhances
both the precision of legal derivation and the coherence of the ijtihad process.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study titled Systematization of Contextual

Indicators in Comparative Principles of
Jurisprudence and Their Function in the
Process of [jtihad investigates the interpretive
and evidentiary function of contextual
indicators (qara’in) in Islamic legal reasoning
through a comparative analysis of Imami and
Sunni usul al-figh. Contextual indicators serve
as cognitive and linguistic cues that clarify
meaning, prevent misinterpretation, and
guide the jurist toward the intent of the
Lawgiver. Within both traditions, however,
discussions of such indicators have remained
scattered, lacking coherence and operational
usability. Early efforts to classify contextual
indicators—from al-Sarakhsi’s typology of
connected and situational evidences (Sarakhsi,
1980, 1994) to the detailed distinctions of
Imami scholars like al-Tusi and al-Hilli—failed
to yield a unified structure. This article builds
on the interpretive principles of earlier
theorists (Hakim, 1997; Sadr, 1996; Zarkashi,
1994) to present a stage-based analytical
model that integrates historical development,
linguistic  logic, and  jurisprudential
functionality. It posits that contextual
indicators not only influence the semantics of
individual utterances but also shape the
broader epistemic process of ijtihad through a
hierarchical pattern of  appearance,
interpretation, and reconciliation of texts. By
employing an analytical-comparative method,
the study reconstructs the shared
methodological foundations of both schools
and proposes a systematic framework to map
how contextual indicators interact with
language, custom, and reason in producing
legal meaning.
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The theoretical foundation of the article rests
on three universal jurisprudential principles
common to Imami and Sunni usul: the
foundational principle that contextual
indicators are a prerequisite for any valid
apparent meaning (Al-Juwayni, 1997; Ghazali,
1992), the structural principle that divides
indicators into connected, disconnected,
situational, and rational types (Bahr al-'Ulum,
2006; Hilli, 2004), and the functional principle
asserting that indicators operate at all levels of
implication—from lexical to inferential,
interpretive, and procedural (Sarakhsi, 1994).
Through this tripartite foundation, the study
identifies that the unity between both schools
lies in their shared concern with maintaining
semantic  authenticity = while ensuring
hermeneutic flexibility. The Imami concept of
gara’in haliyyah and the Sunni principle of
gara’in maqaliyya converge on the notion
that context governs meaning when literal
interpretation conflicts with reason or custom.
The model synthesizes these principles to
show that indicators function as the
connective tissue of interpretive reasoning,
ensuring balance between textual fidelity and
practical applicability. Consequently, the
study  establishes a  six-dimensional
classification of contextual indicators: origin
(scriptural, rational, customary, sensory),
form (verbal or nonverbal), connection
(connected or disconnected), strength
(definitive or presumptive), semantic role
(restrictive,  explanatory, determinative,
personal, generic), and jurisprudential
application (contextual or complementary).
This systematization reflects a deliberate
attempt to move from  descriptive
enumeration toward an operational algorithm



suitable for
jurisprudence.
Building on this taxonomy, the article
constructs a four-stage analytical model that
traces the progressive movement of contextual
indicators  through  the phases of
jurisprudential reasoning. The first stage, the
“primary  appearance,” represents the
linguistic and situational level where
indicators such as syntax, opposition, usage
patterns, and initial context give rise to the
preliminary meaning of a text (Eslami, 2014).
The second stage, or “secondary appearance,”
emerges when complementary indicators
intervene to refine or restrict earlier meanings.
These include reasoning based on analogy,
public consensus, sira al-mutasarri‘a
(religious practice), and rational conventions
(Na'ini, 1997; Sadr al-Shari'a, 1996). The third
stage, “interaction of evidences,” denotes the
process of reconciling apparently conflicting
proofs through interpretive correlation,
commonly realized via the principle of ta ‘arud
wa tarjih. The final stage involves procedural
principles (usul ‘amaliyya), which determine
the believer’s practical duty when interpretive
certainty fails. This model mirrors the
evolution of hermeneutical reasoning within
Islamic legal thought, demonstrating that
contextual indicators do not merely
accompany meaning but dynamically guide it
across inferential levels. The work thus
reframes the classical notion of zuhur
(apparent meaning) as a multi-stage epistemic
phenomenon conditioned by contextual
interaction rather than static lexical
assignment.

A key contribution of this study is its
operational distinction between “contextual”
and “complementary” indicators, terms that
redefine how interpretive evidence is
temporally situated within the process of
speech issuance and post-textual reasoning.
Contextual indicators are contemporaneous
with the act of expression; they establish the

ijtihad in contemporary

primary layer of meaning by situating words
within the immediate cognitive and linguistic
environment (Ansari, 2007; Sadr, 1996).
Complementary  indicators,  conversely,
emerge later—through rational analysis,
comparative evaluation, or interpretive
necessity—and function by modifying,
specifying, or reconciling existing appearances
(Rashti, 1990; Shirazi, 1997). This duality
transforms the perception of legal reasoning
from a linear to a networked model, where
multiple layers of meaning evolve
interactively. Such a differentiation enables
jurists to diagnose at which phase a contextual
shift occurs and whether its interpretive
impact is definitional, corrective, or
preferential. The model thereby allows
contextual reasoning to be visualized as a
dynamic system, capable of absorbing
linguistic variation, social transformation, and
evidentiary complexity without compromising
methodological integrity. This
functionalization of contextual indicators
offers a new theoretical lexicon for digital
jurisprudence, algorithmic modeling of usiil,
and the formal training of advanced jurists.

The study’s empirical dimension applies this
theoretical framework to a complex doctrinal
controversy: the juridical status of the purity
(tahara) or impurity (najasa) of the People of
the Book. Through a layered analysis of
Qur’anic verses and hadiths, the article
demonstrates how contextual indicators
restructure interpretive outcomes. In the first
phase, contextual indicators such as the syntax
of innama al-mushrikun najasun (Q 9:28),
the morphological emphasis of najis, and
prevailing social customs of ritual avoidance
collectively generate an initial appearance
favoring impurity (Najafi, 1984; Tusi, 1944).
However, at the secondary level,
complementary indicators—such as the verse
wa ta‘amu alladhina utu al-kitaba hillun
lakum (Q 5:5), the rule of removing hardship,
and analogies with marital and social
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relations—shift interpretive priority toward
purity (Hakim, 1997; Khomeini, 1997). The
interaction between these layers reveals that
what appears as doctrinal contradiction is, in
fact, a reflection of different contextual strata
of meaning. When analyzed through the four-
stage model, the coherence of the purity
interpretation becomes evident: its contextual
indicators are stronger, its complementary
indicators are more numerous, and its
integration across the interpretive chain is
more consistent. This case study validates the
proposed framework’s ability to reconcile
textual dichotomies and produce legally
consistent conclusions within the structure of
ijtihad.

From a methodological perspective, this study
expands comparative usul al-figh beyond
descriptive historiography toward a synthetic
science of interpretive modeling. The
analytical-comparative approach enables the
extraction of universal reasoning structures
that underlie both Imami and Sunni
traditions. By reframing gara’in as variables
within an algorithmic chain of meaning
production, the article moves toward a
computational logic of ijtihad. Each type of
indicator—whether linguistic, situational,
rational, or procedural—is assigned a specific
function in the interpretive process: defining
semantic limits, clarifying ambiguity, ranking
proofs, and activating procedural rulings when
textual certainty lapses. The implication is that
systematization of contextual indicators can
serve not only as a hermeneutic tool but also as
an epistemic safeguard that stabilizes the
deductive structure of Islamic law. In this way,
the model restores balance between literalist
and rationalist tendencies, aligning the jurist’s
methodology with both the linguistic integrity
of revelation and the adaptive demands of
contemporary jurisprudence.

In conclusion, the research underscores that
contextual  indicators  constitute  the
foundational grammar of ijtihad. They

mediate between linguistic form and divine
intent, ensuring that legal interpretation
remains both faithful and functional. By
systematizing their classification and
operational stages, the study achieves two
essential outcomes: first, it unifies disparate
typologies within a single interpretive schema;
and second, it transforms contextual
reasoning from an abstract theoretical
discourse into a structured, reproducible
process. The model’s successful application to
the tahara—najasa debate confirms its
practical value in harmonizing evidences and
refining doctrinal analysis. Ultimately, the
proposed framework demonstrates that the
future of comparative usul al-figh lies in its
ability to synthesize textual, rational, and
situational evidences into a coherent system
that preserves methodological rigor while
expanding interpretive adaptability.
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