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ABSTRACT

The Passive Defense Organization is an institution whose primary duty is to identify the threats as well as the
strengths and weaknesses of the country. Among the threats faced are economic threats, to which all pillars of the
state are, in some way, connected. Throughout history, economic strikes have been an effective and efficient
method of inflicting harm on adversaries. This weapon has been used by the enemies of the Islamic Republic of
Iran for many years. Economic strikes have been on their agenda, and various types of economic sanctions have
been imposed against our country. Both the government and the Passive Defense Organization independently bear
the responsibility of countering these threats, although their cooperation is also on the agenda. In this article, this
cooperation will be examined from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence. The research model in this study is
theoretical and has been conducted through the use of jurisprudential and legal sources, applying a case study
method. The findings of the study show that Islamic jurisprudence considers it the duty of an Islamic government to
confront and combat foreign threats to the internal affairs of the country and provides significant and effective
methods in this regard.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

National security experts increasingly classify
threats into two broad categories: external and
internal, with the Ilatter encompassing
political, cultural, social, economic, human
resource, and environmental dimensions. In
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recent decades, the traditional military nature
of external threats has faded due to
international pressures, high casualties, and
heavy economic costs, and has largely been
replaced by political, cultural, social, cyber,
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and especially economic pressures, such as
sanctions and trade restrictions. This shift has
heightened the prominence of economic
security within the broader security paradigm
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Economic
security, defined as the safeguarding of stable
and reliable economic conditions where
individuals and institutions can meet their
essential needs without fear of economic harm
(Homayi, 2017), has become a strategic
imperative. It also implies the ability of a
nation’s economy to function effectively and
withstand  crises, safeguard financial
resources, preserve employment, prevent
inflation and recession, and enable sustainable
investment and growth (Naghibi, 2014). In this
sense, economic security not only entails
macroeconomic stability but also the equitable
distribution of wealth and fair access to
economic opportunities across all social
groups. The persistence of economic insecurity
threatens public trust and can erode social
cohesion, which makes the government’s
jurisprudential and legal responsibility in this
domain especially crucial. Within this
framework, the concept of “passive defense”
has emerged as a cornerstone, referring to
non-military measures designed to reduce
vulnerability to threats and mitigate their
effects (Anvari, 2016). Unlike active defense,
which involves direct human engagement and
the use of armed force, passive defense
encompasses structural, managerial, and
engineering  interventions aimed  at
minimizing damage to human life,
infrastructure, and critical resources (Babaei,
2021). The growing scope of economic threats
requires all branches of government, not just
the Passive Defense Organization, to adopt
coordinated measures, as stipulated in the
legal mandate establishing the Passive
Defense Organization and in the Supreme
Leader’s general policies on national security.
The theoretical foundation for addressing
economic threats can be traced to Islamic

jurisprudence, which prohibits the
consumption of wealth through illegitimate
means and emphasizes just and consensual
transactions, as articulated in Qur’an 4:29.
This verse underscores the necessity of
avoiding corruption and economic
malfeasance, such as embezzlement, rent-
seeking, and money laundering, which can
generate systemic economic threats (Naghibi,
2014). Classical jurisprudence, though not
using the modern term “economic threats,”
acknowledges the need to protect wealth and
economic stability as part of the broader
magqasid al-shari‘a (objectives of Islamic law).
Threats are defined as actions that directly or
indirectly endanger the security, health, or
welfare of individuals or societies (Payandeh,
2012), and economic threats are a key subset
of this. Moreover, passive defense is
conceptualized as all non-combat actions
aimed at reducing vulnerabilities without
military engagement (Mo'in, 1971), including
securing energy supplies, food reserves, water
infrastructure, and financial systems. This
aligns with the Islamic duty to preserve public
wealth (hifz al-mal) as noted by scholars such
as Sheikh Muhammad ‘Abduh, who held that
safeguarding capital is a religious obligation
and that economic activities harming public
assets or devaluing national currency are
impermissible (Abd al-Raziq, 1924). This
jurisprudential foundation legitimizes state
intervention in economic affairs to prevent
crises, ensure resilience, and protect public
welfare, thereby framing economic security as
both a legal and religious mandate.

Passive defense in the economic domain aims
to enhance resilience and reduce national
vulnerability by stabilizing key infrastructures,
fostering economic adaptability to
unpredictable conditions, diversifying supply
chains, reducing import dependence, and
promoting domestic production (Shojaei,
2019). It also seeks to support small and
medium-sized enterprises as economic drivers



and to cultivate public awareness for proactive
crisis mitigation. However, various internal
economic threats undermine these objectives,
including currency devaluation, shortages of
essential goods, extreme economic volatility,
high inflation (especially in housing and basic
commodities), growing class inequality,
poverty, unemployment, corruption, tax
evasion, poor product quality, rising imports,
declining exports, and weakening of
productive sectors. These structural issues
erode public trust and can transform citizen
dissatisfaction into a destabilizing force. From
an Islamic perspective, these problems are
seen not merely as technical failures but as
violations of justice and trust. Imam ‘Ali (AS)
famously described public office as an amanah
(trust) rather than a privilege and warned his
governor al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays that governance
is a responsibility, not personal property (Nahj
al-Balagha, Letter 5). Mismanagement by state
officials, opportunism by private actors
exploiting regulatory gaps, and widespread
public discontent thus constitute three major
categories of internal economic threat. Imam
Ruhollah Khomeini cautioned that the wealthy
must not use their financial power to dominate
governance or impose their views on the poor,
warning against the infiltration of plutocracy
into the administration of Islamic countries
(Khomeini, 1999). These insights frame
economic mismanagement and inequality not
only as governance failures but as
jurisprudential violations undermining the
legitimacy of the Islamic state.

Islamic  jurisprudence  obligates  the
government to create conditions of justice,
prevent monopolization of resources, and
support vulnerable populations. Imam ‘Al
(AS) declared, “Give people a life free of
pressure and discrimination” (Naghibi, 2014),
underscoring the state’s duty to ensure fair
economic  conditions and  equitable
distribution of wealth. He also instructed that
rulers must monitor their officials through

trustworthy secret inspectors to ensure
integrity and prevent abuse (Nahj al-Balagha,
Letter 53). The Qur’an likewise commands,
“God orders you to deliver trusts to their
rightful owners, and when you judge between
people, judge with justice” (Quran 4:58),
which jurists interpret as encompassing the
governance mandate itself, making justice a
condition of legitimate authority (Montazeri,
1989). The Islamic Republic of Iran’s legal
system operationalizes these principles:
Article 3 of its Constitution emphasizes
creating an ideal society based on social justice
and human dignity, while Article 29 affirms
the universal right to social security, obliging
the state to provide welfare services and meet
basic needs. The 20-Year Vision Document

commits managers to sustainable
development and regional economic
leadership, while successive Five-Year

Development Plans set concrete goals for
investment, production, and employment.
Managers are legally bound to allocate
resources through the annual budget and to
follow their institutional statutes, which
mandate efficient resource management and
alignment with national strategies (Amini,
2021). This convergence of jurisprudential
principles and legal obligations underscores
that economic governance in the Islamic
Republic is not discretionary but a binding
duty rooted in both divine law and statutory
law.

To confront internal economic threats, Islamic
teachings advocate policies that promote self-
sufficiency, fairness, and public welfare.
Sheikh ‘Abduh emphasized that preserving
capital and preventing currency depreciation
are religious duties because just and interest-
free economic relations strengthen national
growth and living standards (Abd al-Raziq,
1924). Imam Ruhollah Khomeini persistently
called for economic and social development,
stating that the Islamic government must
devise programs to replace unjust economic
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systems with equitable ones favoring the poor
(Khomeini, 1999). Key strategies include
increasing production—especially in
agriculture, which Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq
described as “the greatest alchemy”
(Kulayni)—to achieve self-sufficiency in
strategic ~ goods, thereby  bolstering
independence and national security. Imam
Ruhollah Khomeini stressed prioritizing
agricultural self-sufficiency over industrial
reconstruction and praised those who strive
for independence and self-reliance (Khomeini,
1999). Other strategies include reducing
inflation, enhancing distributive justice,
combating poverty and corruption (such as
embezzlement, money laundering, and rent-
seeking), fostering competitive domestic
industries, increasing exports, reducing
unnecessary imports, ensuring fair taxation,
creating jobs, strengthening social security,
improving living standards (especially for low-
income groups), and encouraging domestic
and foreign investment. The Qur’anic
principle in 4:141 that “God will never grant
the disbelievers a way over the believers” is
interpreted as  forbidding  economic
subjugation, thereby legitimizing policies to
prevent foreign domination through economic
self-reliance. = These  strategies  align
jurisprudential ethics with macroeconomic
policies, reinforcing the duty of economic
managers to implement them with
transparency and accountability (Hajjaj
Nishaburi).

In sum, Islamic jurisprudence frames
safeguarding economic security as a core duty
of the government, with the Passive Defense
Organization serving as a key instrument for
reducing vulnerabilities and resisting threats.
Economic threats undermine not only
material welfare but also public trust and the
moral foundation of governance, making their
prevention a religious and legal obligation.
Achieving this requires integrating
jurisprudential ethics—justice, trust, public

welfare, and stewardship of resources—into
economic policy, supported by robust legal
mechanisms that enforce accountability and
strategic planning. By aligning governance
with these principles, the Islamic Republic can
enhance its resilience, promote self-
sufficiency, and prevent foreign domination,
thereby fulfilling both its jurisprudential
mandate and its legal responsibility to protect
the nation’s economic security.
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