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ABSTRACT

One of the important topics in legal discussions is citizenship rights. These rights are not only the focus
of scholars but also attract the attention of ordinary individuals. A citizen, as a member of a society, is a
person who possesses rights and duties in relation to this role. Attention to citizenship rights in any society
strengthens the foundation, legitimacy, and continuity of the political system governing that society.
Citizenship rights encompass various dimensions such as social, political, judicial, and cultural, and the
extent and quality of benefiting from them in each society constitute indicators of development and
elements of good governance. In Iran, the rights of citizens have been set forth in the Holy Qur'an and in
the text of the Constitution. In this article, an attempt will be made to analytically critique and examine the
foundations and instances of citizenship rights within the Iranian legal system. The existing laws and
enactments in the field of citizenship rights in Iran contain numerous positive and negative aspects, and
addressing these aspects serves as a turning point in restoring the concept of citizenship and citizenship
rights. In each section, the author, while presenting the foundations and instances of citizenship rights
based on divine scripture and the Constitution, has provided a critical analysis of them.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The discourse on citizenship rights has
emerged as a pivotal concern in both
jurisprudential and political scholarship, not
only due to its legal ramifications but also
because of its deep sociocultural and historical
roots. The conceptual foundation begins with
clarifying the meaning of haqq (right), a term
historically associated with truth, justice, and
entitlement. Classical scholars defined it as
“that which a person or phenomenon
deserves” (Zamakhshari, 1979), and linked it to
fairness and justice (Tahhanawi). Other
interpretations expand it to denote shares,
benefits, property, and possessions (Zabidj,
1994). Furthermore, lexicographers described
haqq as the opposite of falsehood (Ibn Manzur,
1988) and as conformity, permanence, and
worthiness (Jawhari, 1987). Modern
jurisprudence builds on these definitions,
interpreting rights as a set of social or state-
sanctioned rules that regulate relationships
(Khosravi, 2015).In legal theory, haqq is a form
of power, authority, and inseparable
entitlement (Saket, 2008). This rich semantic
background demonstrates that the idea of
rights in Islamic and Persian legal thought is
not merely borrowed from modern Western
discourses but is rooted in a longstanding
indigenous tradition that merges metaphysics,
ethics, and law. Consequently, any attempt to
critically analyze citizenship rights in Iran
mustbegin with these conceptual foundations,
recognizing the dual trajectory of historical
continuity and contemporary reinterpretation.
The notion of citizen itself (shahrvand),
derived from citizenship in Western political
thought, is more than a mere translation of
citizen from city (civitas in Latin, polis in
Greek). It reflects the legal and political
recognition of individuals as members of a
national society with reciprocal rights and
obligations (Mousavi Moghaddam, 2011).
Citizenship thus emphasizes not only
belonging but also active participation in

political, social, and economic spheres. As
defined in modern Iranian scholarship, it is
both a bundle of entitlements grounded in
justice and a set of responsibilities ensuring
sustainable governance (Yousef Vand, 2015).
From this perspective, citizenship rights can
be understood as the rules regulating
interactions within a political community,
encompassing civil, political, social, and
cultural domains (Turner, 1993). Historically,
citizenship has evolved from ancient city-
states where political participation was limited
to  warriors defending their  polity
(Mohammadi, 2018), to the Islamic civilization
where notions of justice and communal
obligations expanded the scope of rights
through documents such as the Risalat al-
Hugqiig of Imam Sajjad. Some historians even
trace the earliest roots of citizenship rights to
ancient Iran (Afzali, 2010), while in the
modern era, reformist decrees by Amir Kabir
(Ahmadi Tabatabai, 2009) and Imam
Khomeini’s eight-point directive reinforced
the significance of these rights. This trajectory
highlights how Iran’s unique blend of pre-
Islamic, Islamic, and modern constitutional
experiences shapes its contemporary
understanding of citizenship.

Among the most significant foundations of
citizenship rights is the principle of human
dignity. In both Islamic and international
frameworks, dignity is considered absolute
and inseparable from human identity
(Ghorbannia, 2008). It is enshrined in the
Iranian Constitution as well as in international
instruments like the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which
mandates humane treatment and respect for
human dignity in Articles 10 and 17 (ICCPR,
1966). This principle ensures that all legal,
political, and social rights are grounded in the
recognition of inherent worth.
Complementary to dignity is the principle of
justice and equality, which has always been
central to Islamic legal and ethical thought.
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Scholars emphasize that justice is not
synonymous with mechanical equality but
requires consideration of merit and capacity
(Makarem Shirazi, 2007). Treating individuals
equally without regard to their talents or
efforts would itself constitute injustice
(Motahhari, 1997). Nonetheless, the Iranian
Constitution, like international human rights
declarations, stresses the principle of equality
before the law and the prohibition of
discrimination. = Yet critiques  remain:
limitations on non-Muslims, differentiated
treatment in criminal procedures, and
privileges for high-ranking officials reveal
areas where formal equality is compromised.
Thus, while the normative framework
embraces dignity and equality, the lived
realities of Iranian citizens highlight the
persistence of systemic disparities.

The instances of citizenship rights manifest in
multiple domains, beginning with social
rights. These include the right to work and free
choice of employment, explicitly recognized in
Article 28 of the Constitution, which mandates
the state to provide equal opportunities in
accordance with  societal needs. Yet
bureaucratic = obstacles and licensing
requirements  often  undermine  this
entitlement, rendering the right conditional
rather than absolute. Another cornerstone is
the right to security, which extends from
individual safety to national stability. Security
is defined as freedom from threats or fear in
political and legal terms (Ashouri, 1994), and
the Iranian  Constitution guarantees
protection of life, property, and dignity except
as prescribed by law (Ashrafi, 1997). However,
security has often been invoked as a
justification for restricting civil liberties,
revealing a tension between collective stability
and individual freedom. Political rights form
another crucial sphere, particularly the right to
vote and to participate in governance. Imam
Khomeini emphasized that both men and
women share equal responsibility in shaping

their destiny and that human dignity
transcends gender differences (Khomeini,
2000). Nevertheless, structural deficiencies—
such as the absence of comprehensive electoral
rolls (Delperee, 1998) and insufficient
safeguards for ballot secrecy—limit the full
realization of this right. Similarly, the right to
form associations is recognized, rooted in
Qur’anic injunctions to enjoin good and forbid
evil (Qaraati, 1995), but is constrained in
practice by political sensitivities. Freedom of
expression is perhaps the most contentious
right: while theoretically encompassing
speech, press, and artistic expression
(Aghabakhshi & Afshari Rad, 1996; Seyyed
Fatemi, 2005), its practice remains limited by
legal boundaries and religious interpretations.
True freedom of thought requires the capacity
to articulate ideas without fear (Babaei, 2017),
but in Islamic jurisprudence, expression is
only legitimate when it does not contravene
religious principles (Harrani Hanbali).

Judicial rights constitute another major
component  of  citizenship,  providing
mechanisms for accountability and justice.
The right to litigation and access to impartial
courts is guaranteed in Article 34 of the
Constitution,  reflecting classical legal
principles that justice cannot be denied to any
citizen (Katouzian, 1997). Safeguards for
defendants, such as the right to remain silent
and the prohibition of coerced confessions,
align with international standards like Article
14 of the ICCPR. The right to legal
representation, enshrined in Article 35,
further underscores the emphasis on
protecting dignity and preventing abuse.
Presumption of innocence, articulated in
Article 37, ensures that no citizen is treated as
guilty without due process. In addition,
religious rights, particularly freedom to
practice and maintain one’s faith, are
recognized under the Iranian Constitution,
with Imam Khomeini affirming the equality of
recognized religious minorities with Muslims



(Khomeini, 2000). Cultural rights such as
access to education and the benefits of
information technology further demonstrate
the expansion of citizenship rights into
contemporary domains. The role of
information technology in shaping citizenship
rights has been highlighted by scholars who
emphasize its impact on access to knowledge,
privacy, and intellectual property (Forozandeh
Doost, 2012). While digitalization promises
democratization of services and information,
the digital divide—especially in rural and
marginalized areas—creates new forms of
inequality that must be addressed through
policy reforms.

In conclusion, the critical analysis of
citizenship rights in Iran reveals both
remarkable achievements and persistent
shortcomings. Rooted in a deep legal,
religious, and cultural heritage, these rights
are anchored in principles of dignity, justice,
equality, and communal responsibility.
However, their practical realization remains
inconsistent, = shaped by institutional
weaknesses, political considerations, and
interpretive limitations. The Iranian legal
framework recognizes key rights such as work,
security, political participation, expression,
justice, religion, education, and digital access,
but the degree to which these rights are
accessible to all citizens is uneven. Bridging
the gap between the normative ideals of
citizenship and their lived reality requires
eliminating discrimination, enhancing
institutional safeguards, and ensuring that the
principles of dignity and justice are applied
equally across all groups. Only through such
reforms can citizenship rights serve their
intended purpose: to guarantee not only the
legitimacy and continuity of the political
system but also the flourishing of individuals
and society as a whole.
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