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ABSTRACT
Differential criminal policy, which refers to the adoption of distinct and appropriate criminal strategies tailored to
different offenders, has been institutionalized and enhanced within legal systems. The present article, which is the
result of extensive research, was conducted with the objective of examining the extent of applying the capacities of
differential criminal policy to juvenile delinquency, with a particular focus on the enforcement of criminal sentences
in Iranian law, using a descriptive—analytical method. The study aims to argue for responsive approaches to juvenile
delinquency and to employ rehabilitative criminal strategies for crime prevention through differential criminal policy.
To achieve this, it is necessary to define and clarify the strategies that empower differential criminal policy in the
enforcement of sentences for juvenile offenders. The findings indicate that, in the Iranian legal system, substantive
and procedural laws and regulations embodying differential criminal policy toward juvenile delinquency have
enhanced the functional efficiency of the judiciary by increasing effectiveness in crime control and prevention, as
well as in social rehabilitation and reintegration. Moreover, given the assumption of deficiencies arising from the
lack of awareness among executive authorities during the enforcement stage of juvenile sentences, strategies such
as the establishment of juvenile justice boards, the creation of local commissions at the enforcement stage, the
strengthening of positive perspectives toward NGOs during the enforcement of juvenile sentences, and the
possibility of unlimited review of prior decisions, eliminate restrictions and create empowerment of differential

criminal policy in the enforcement stage for juvenile offenders.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The issue of juvenile delinquency has long

been a subject of attention in human societies,
as it represents both a social challenge and a
legal concern that requires differentiated and
context-sensitive responses. Adolescence is
recognized as a critical developmental period
where vulnerability to social deviations such as
substance abuse, vandalism, and school
absenteeism often peaks due to weakened
parental supervision, exposure to peer
pressure, and emotional distress from family
disruptions.  Scholars  highlight  that
delinquency often stems from weakened social
cohesion and structural imbalances in the
community, thus reflecting broader societal
dysfunctions rather than isolated individual
deviance (Mohammadi, 2016). In
contemporary societies, the rapid expansion of
digital environments and early exposure to
virtual spaces further complicates adolescent
behavior, sometimes exacerbating tendencies
toward risk-taking and criminal activity (Fazeli
Chahar Mahali, 2023). Against this backdrop,
the legal system cannot approach juvenile
offenders with the same tools employed for
adults, as this not only undermines the
developmental needs of minors but also
perpetuates  cycles of crime  and
marginalization. Accordingly, the Iranian
legislature has increasingly sought to develop
a  differential  criminal policy that
accommodates the special status of juveniles,
particularly at the stage of sentence
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enforcement. This approach aims to balance
accountability with rehabilitation, ensuring
that interventions are not merely punitive but
also corrective, therapeutic, and reintegrative.
By acknowledging the unique psychological,
emotional, and social characteristics of
adolescents, differential criminal policy
creates a framework where offenders are not
solely labeled as criminals but are treated as
individuals in need of structured guidance and
societal support.

One of the fundamental strategies for
implementing differential criminal policy lies
in the establishment of juvenile justice boards,
inspired by international experiences such as
the Youth Justice Boards in England, which
prioritize rehabilitative and restorative
measures over punitive sanctions. These
boards aim to ensure that minors accused of
non-serious offenses are not processed
through general criminal courts but are
instead redirected toward educational,
therapeutic,c, and restorative pathways
designed to prevent recidivism and protect
social security. The emphasis is on reform
rather than punishment, safeguarding the
interests of juveniles while simultaneously
enhancing community safety. However, the
Iranian legal system lacks equivalent
independent juvenile boards, resulting in
minors often being processed within the
general judiciary, where their developmental
needs may be overlooked. To compensate for
this structural gap, scholars and policymakers
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suggest the creation of local commissions at
the enforcement stage. These commissions
would be tasked with tailoring enforcement
measures to the specific circumstances of each
minor, drawing on multidisciplinary expertise,
and promoting community-based solutions.
They could also enhance social participation
by involving families, schools, and local
organizations in monitoring and supporting
juvenile rehabilitation. Such measures
resonate with the principle that justice for
juveniles must be participatory, inclusive, and
preventive in orientation, ensuring that
punitive decisions do not become barriers to
reintegration but instead open avenues for
constructive societal involvement (Kianmehr,
2019).

Another critical dimension of empowering
differential criminal policy is the role of
mediation and reconciliation mechanisms.
Mediation, traditionally understood as the
neutral facilitation of conflict resolution by a
trusted third party, has been increasingly
institutionalized in many legal systems as a
method of restorative justice (Dehkhoda, 1999;
Mirkhalili, 2021). Unlike arbitration, which
results in binding judgments, mediation
emphasizes consensus, confidentiality, and
voluntary resolution, thereby fostering
reconciliation between victims, offenders, and
communities (Shirazi, 2022). In Iran,
mediation has historical and cultural roots but
has only recently been codified within the
criminal justice framework, including in the
Law on the Formation of Children and
Juveniles’ Courts. It has primarily been
employed to reduce judicial caseloads rather
than as a genuine restorative practice
(Jamshidi, 2003, 2011). Nevertheless, when
effectively implemented, mediation can serve
as a powerful tool for addressing juvenile
delinquency by preventing stigmatization,
encouraging offender accountability, and
restoring community harmony. Moreover,
mediation aligns with international trends

emphasizing  restorative  justice  over
retributive punishment, reflecting a shift from
coercive state-centered justice to community-
centered justice that empowers both victims
and offenders to engage in constructive
dialogue. By institutionalizing mediation
within the enforcement phase of juvenile
sentences, the Iranian system could bridge
gaps between legal formalism and social
realities, creating a dynamic model of
differential criminal policy that emphasizes
healing, learning, and prevention.

A further strategy involves strengthening the
role of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) within the enforcement of juvenile
sentences. NGOs, by their very nature as non-
profit and community-based entities,
represent civil society’s capacity to
complement state functions through advocacy,
support, and service provision. In the context
of criminal justice, NGOs can play vital roles in
monitoring enforcement, providing
psychosocial support, delivering rehabilitation
programs, and protecting juvenile rights
(Hajarian, 2019). Importantly, NGOs help shift
the paradigm of criminal justice from a purely
state-driven apparatus to a participatory
model where communities actively engage in
prevention, rehabilitation, and reintegration
(Mirkhalili & Rajabi, 2012). Legal frameworks
in Iran, such as Article 66 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, recognize the involvement of
NGOs in criminal proceedings, though their
effective participation is often hindered by
bureaucratic barriers and restrictive oversight
(Ramezani Ghavam Abadi, 2016).
Strengthening positive attitudes toward NGOs
at the enforcement stage not only enhances
their capacity to provide support services but
also reinforces public trust in the justice
system. Furthermore, NGOs are uniquely
positioned to prevent secondary victimization
by supporting juveniles in post-release
monitoring and by addressing the risks of
repeated offending. They also act as bridges



between families, communities, and judicial
authorities, facilitating smoother
reintegration processes. Encouraging the
participation of NGOs in sentence
enforcement highlights the importance of
moving from a state-dominated punitive
approach toward a collaborative criminal
policy where civil society plays an integral role
in shaping outcomes for juvenile offenders.

Another cornerstone of differential criminal
policy is the possibility of unlimited review of
prior judicial decisions regarding juvenile
sentencing. This approach challenges the
conventional principle of res judicata, which
emphasizes the finality of judgments, by
recognizing that justice in juvenile cases
requires flexibility and adaptability. Since
minors are in a continuous process of moral
and psychological development, rigid
enforcement of sentences without allowance
for modification may conflict with principles
of fairness and proportionality. Iranian
criminal law acknowledges this necessity by
granting juvenile courts the authority to revise
their decisions based on updated social worker
reports or changes in the child’s behavior, thus
allowing for reductions or alterations in
enforcement measures (Milani, 2015;
Mirkamali, 2017). This dynamic model of
review reflects a rehabilitative philosophy,
where sentencing is not a static punitive event
but an evolving process responsive to the
child’s progress. It also mitigates the risk of
long-term stigmatization and ensures that
enforcement remains consistent with the
broader goal of reintegration rather than
exclusion. Comparative perspectives reveal
that many jurisdictions, including England,
have moved toward specialized juvenile
procedures  that incorporate flexible
sentencing and repeated review mechanisms
(Asgari, 2021). By institutionalizing the
principle of unlimited review, Iranian law
aligns itself with global trends that prioritize
rehabilitation and child welfare over rigid legal

formalism, reaffirming the developmental and
protective rationale underlying juvenile
justice.

In conclusion, the empowerment of
differential criminal policy in the enforcement
of juvenile sentences rests on a multifaceted
framework that integrates structural reforms,
participatory mechanisms, and rehabilitative
philosophies. Establishing juvenile justice
boards, creating local commissions,
institutionalizing mediation, strengthening
NGOs, and adopting unlimited review of prior
decisions are not isolated reforms but
interdependent strategies that together
transform the criminal justice system into one
that is responsive, humane, and socially
constructive. Such measures not only enhance
judicial efficiency and prevent recidivism but
also promote the ethical commitment of
society to safeguard its youngest members.
Ultimately, the challenge lies not merely in
legislative codification but in the consistent
and sensitive application of these strategies
across enforcement stages, ensuring that
juvenile offenders are not cast aside as threats
but are nurtured as individuals capable of
positive transformation. By doing so, the legal
system fulfills its dual mandate of protecting
society while also offering hope and
opportunity to its most vulnerable citizens.
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