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ABSTRACT

Distributive justice, as one of the fundamental principles of Islamic Sharia, plays a critical role in the
management and allocation of natural resources. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the
concept of distributive justice from the perspective of Islamic Sharia and its connection to natural resource
allocation. Drawing upon primary Islamic sources, including the Quran, Sunnah, and jurisprudential
principles, key tenets such as equitable distribution, prohibition of hoarding, and the principle of "no harm"
are examined for their significance in reducing social inequalities and preserving the environment. The
findings indicate that Islamic Sharia not only offers an ethical framework but also serves as a practical
and executable system for sustainable resource management. By considering the rights of both current
and future generations, Sharia prohibits unjust exploitation of natural resources and proposes practical
mechanisms to reduce monopolization and ensure equitable access. Moreover, a comparative analysis
with non-Islamic legal systems highlights the Islamic perspective's superior focus on justice and
sustainability, making it a robust solution to contemporary challenges in resource management. This
research underscores the importance of integrating Islamic principles into policymaking and offers
recommendations for achieving social justice and sustainable development.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Distributive justice, a cornerstone of Islamic

law (Sharia), plays a fundamental role in the
management and allocation of natural
resources. This paper aims to explore the
principles of distributive justice from the
perspective of Islamic Sharia and its
connection to the allocation of natural
resources. The concept of distributive justice
in Islamic thought is based on the principle of
fairness in the distribution of wealth and
resources, ensuring that no individual or
group is unfairly deprived of their rightful
share. This principle not only governs the
economic interactions of individuals but
extends to the broader management of natural
resources, positioning these resources as
shared assets intended to benefit all members
of society equitably. The Quran, the Sunnah,
and jurisprudential principles provide the
guiding framework for how these resources
should be managed, underlining the
importance  of  social  justice and
environmental stewardship.

The analysis presented in this study draws
upon key Islamic sources to explore the
concept of distributive justice in the context of
natural resource management. The Quran
stresses the importance of fairness in the
distribution of wealth and resources. In Surah
Al-Baqarah (2:267), for example, it states, “O
you who have believed, spend from the good
things which you have earned and from that
which We have produced for you from the
earth.” This verse underscores the importance
of equitable distribution and the obligation to
share the wealth of natural resources for the
benefit of all. The Hadiths, sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad, further reinforce this
concept by emphasizing that natural
resources, such as water, air, and land, are
communal and should be shared justly among
all people. These teachings form the core
principles of Islamic distributive justice, which
advocates for fairness, equity, and the
prevention of monopolization in the use and

control of natural resources (Al-Faruqi, 1982;
Kamali, 2008).

A crucial aspect of distributive justice in Sharia
is the prohibition of hoarding and exploitation
of resources for selfish gain. This principle is
enshrined in both the Quran and the Hadith.
The Prophet Muhammad is reported to have
said, “Whoever hoards food, committing an
injustice upon the people, is cursed” (Sahih
Muslim, 2014). The Quran also condemns
hoarding and emphasizes the importance of
equitable distribution in Surah Al-Tawbah
(9:34), where it states that wealth should not
be concentrated in the hands of a few. This
prohibition on hoarding is a direct
manifestation of the distributive justice
framework, aiming to ensure that natural
resources are accessible to all members of
society without being monopolized or hoarded
by a select few. The principle of prohibiting
hoarding extends to the management of
natural resources, such as water, oil, and
minerals, emphasizing that no single
individual or group should control these
resources at the expense of others.
Furthermore, the principle of "no harm" (La
darar wa la dirar) plays a significant role in the
distributive justice framework in Islam. This
principle, which can be traced back to the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad,
emphasizes that no individual or group should
harm others or cause damage to the
environment through the exploitation of
natural resources. The principle is enshrined
in Islamic jurisprudence, which states that
harm should be removed and that any action
leading to harm, whether physical or
environmental, is prohibited. This principle
underlines the necessity for sustainable
practices in managing natural resources, as
exploitation that leads to environmental
degradation is seen as both unethical and
unlawful. The Islamic legal tradition’s focus on
sustainability and environmental protection
reflects a deep concern for the collective well-
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being of society and future generations
(Choudhury, 2011; Kamali, 2008).

One of the key findings of this study is that
distributive justice in Islamic thought is not
only an ethical or moral obligation but also a
practical framework for managing natural
resources in a way that ensures the well-being
of all members of society. The Quran’s
emphasis on equitable distribution, the
prohibition of hoarding, and the principle of
no harm provide a comprehensive legal and
ethical basis for resource management. These
principles suggest that natural resources
should be distributed based on need rather
than ownership, ensuring that every individual
has access to the basic resources required for a
dignified life. Furthermore, the Islamic legal
system encourages the establishment of
mechanisms and institutions that can ensure
fair  distribution, such as charitable
endowments (waqf) and public trusts, which
allow for the equitable distribution of wealth
and resources to those in need (Rahman,
1979).

A comparative analysis with non-Islamic legal
systems highlights the distinctiveness of the
Islamic approach to resource management.
Unlike many secular legal systems, which
prioritize individual property rights and
market-driven  allocation, Islamic law
emphasizes the collective responsibility of
society to ensure fair and equitable access to
resources. This approach is particularly
relevant in the contemporary context, where
issues such as climate change, environmental
degradation, and resource scarcity demand a
more sustainable and just approach to
resource management. In contrast to secular
models that often prioritize economic growth
over social equity, the Islamic framework
places a greater emphasis on balancing
individual rights with collective welfare. This
balance ensures that the benefits of natural
resources are shared more equally and that the
exploitation of these resources does not come

at the expense of future generations (Qutb,
1992).

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that
Islamic Sharia offers a robust and
comprehensive framework for managing
natural resources based on the principles of
distributive justice. The Quran, Sunnah, and
Islamic jurisprudence collectively emphasize
the need for fairness, equity, and sustainability
in the management of natural resources,
ensuring that these resources are used in a way
that benefits all members of society and
protects the environment for future
generations. The principles of distributive
justice in Sharia can serve as a valuable guide
for contemporary policy-making, especially in
addressing the challenges of inequality,
environmental degradation, and resource
depletion. The Islamic perspective provides a
sustainable, ethical, and practical model for
the allocation and management of natural
resources, offering important lessons for both
Muslim and non-Muslim societies in
addressing the global challenges of the 21st
century.
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