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ABSTRACT

The rule "What Cannot Be Fully Attained Should Not Be Completely Abandoned" is one of the
fundamental principles in Islamic jurisprudence, which has significant applications in social and political
matters. This rule is especially important in social policy-making and decision-making related to the
distribution of limited resources. This article explores the jurisprudential and practical analysis of this rule,
focusing on its role in shaping social policies under conditions of limited resources and capabilities.
Comparative studies show that this rule holds a significant place in different Islamic sects and can be
used as a practical tool to address contemporary social issues. Furthermore, the relationship between
this rule and principles such as justice, human dignity, and the fulfillment of basic societal needs is also
examined. Finally, this article provides recommendations for effectively utilizing this rule in social policy-
making and discusses the challenges and limitations associated with its application. Overall, the findings
suggest that the application of this rule requires an interdisciplinary and scientific approach to help
improve social conditions and promote social justice.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The principle of What cannot be fully achieved

should not be completely abandoned is a
foundational concept in Islamic
jurisprudence. This rule addresses the
practical challenges encountered in decision-
making processes, especially when resources
and capabilities are limited. It encourages the
pursuit of partial goals when full achievement
is not possible, promoting a flexible approach
in policy-making and social governance. While
the rule’s significance has been discussed
primarily within the theological and legal
domains, this article aims to extend its
application to contemporary social policies,
particularly in contexts where resources are
constrained. The research not only delves into
the jurisprudential analysis of the rule but also
examines its implications for contemporary
social policy frameworks, demonstrating its
relevance to addressing modern challenges in
various social, economic, and political spheres.
The rule What cannot be fully achieved should
not be completely abandoned finds its roots in
Islamic jurisprudential thought, where it
reflects a pragmatic approach to achieving
justice and equity in society. As Islamic law
seeks to balance the fulfillment of societal
needs with the available resources, this
principle provides a guideline for pursuing
partial solutions without abandoning the
larger objective. The key philosophical
underpinning of the rule is the idea of
maximizing benefits while minimizing harm,
which has profound implications for
policymaking in areas such as healthcare,
education, and social welfare. It encourages
policymakers to take incremental steps toward
achieving broader social goals, especially in
contexts where achieving the complete
solution may not be immediately feasible (Al-
Ghazali, 2017).
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From a comparative perspective, this principle
is not unique to one Islamic school of thought
but is recognized across different
jurisprudential traditions within Islam.
Scholars from various sects have emphasized
the importance of achieving partial objectives
in the face of systemic constraints. For
instance, the Hanafi school of thought stresses
the importance of achieving the maximum
possible benefit, even if it means not realizing
the complete goal (Ibn Taymiyyah, 2010).
Similarly, the Shafi’i and Maliki schools have
supported the idea of partial fulfillment of
social and legal duties when facing obstacles,
viewing this approach as both pragmatic and
consistent with the broader goals of Islamic
law, such as justice and fairness (Kamali,
2013). This comparative analysis underscores
the universal applicability of the principle
within Islamic jurisprudence and its potential
as a tool for addressing social policy
challenges.

The practical application of the principle in
social policy is multifaceted, especially when
dealing with the limitations of resources. In
modern contexts, particularly in developing
countries or during times of economic crisis,
governments are often unable to meet all the
social needs of their populations. The principle
What cannot be fully achieved should not be
completely abandoned offers a framework for
decision-makers to prioritize and address the
most urgent needs of society, even if a
complete solution is not immediately
attainable. For example, in healthcare policy,
where the demand for medical services often
exceeds the available infrastructure and
budget, the principle suggests that authorities
should focus on addressing the most critical
health issues first, even if it means not being
able to cover all healthcare needs at once. This



prioritization ensures that social well-being is
maximized within the limitations of available
resources (Ibn Qudamah, 2018).

In addition to addressing resource constraints,
the application of this rule is closely linked to
principles of justice and human dignity, which
are central to Islamic teachings and to the
formation of social policies. Justice in Islamic
jurisprudence requires that the needs of all
members of society, particularly the
marginalized and vulnerable, be given due
consideration. The application of What cannot
be fully achieved should not be completely
abandoned in policy-making thus facilitates a
balance between ensuring that the basic needs
of society are met, even if not all needs are
addressed. By prioritizing the most pressing
needs, governments can ensure that justice is
served, even in the absence of complete
solutions.  Furthermore, this approach
upholds the dignity of individuals by ensuring
that essential needs—such as access to food,
shelter, and healthcare—are met in a fair and
prioritized manner (Zaman, 2002).

Despite the potential benefits of applying the
rule in social policy, challenges and limitations
exist. The primary challenge lies in the
practical implementation of the rule within
complex and dynamic social systems. Policy-
makers may face difficulties in accurately
assessing the needs of different segments of
society and prioritizing them appropriately.
Moreover, the lack of clear criteria for defining
"partial fulfillment" of social needs can lead to
inconsistencies in how the rule is applied
across different policy areas. In some cases,
the principle may be misused as a justification
for inaction or for neglecting certain groups in
favor of others. This highlights the need for a
robust framework that ensures the rule is
applied transparently and  equitably.
Furthermore, there is a risk that the pursuit of
partial solutions could lead to complacency,
with policymakers relying on short-term fixes

rather than addressing underlying structural
issues (Nyazee, 2003).

To address these challenges, the article
suggests several recommendations for
enhancing the effective use of this principle in
modern social policy. First, policymakers
should adopt a more data-driven approach to
identify the most pressing needs within society
and to measure the impact of policy
interventions. The use of advanced data
analytics and technology can help ensure that
social policies are better targeted and more
effective. Second, there needs to be greater
collaboration among interdisciplinary teams,
including economists, sociologists, and
healthcare experts, to design policies that are
both realistic and fair. This approach would
ensure that social policies are grounded in a
comprehensive understanding of societal
needs and constraints. Lastly, ongoing
monitoring and evaluation are essential to
ensure that the application of the rule results
in meaningful progress toward social goals.
The rule should be seen not as a one-time
solution but as part of an ongoing process of
policy refinement and improvement (Rahman,
1982).

In conclusion, the principle What cannot be
fully achieved should not be completely
abandoned provides a valuable framework for
addressing the complex challenges faced by
contemporary social policies. By focusing on
partial fulfillment of societal needs, this rule
allows policymakers to maximize social
benefits within the constraints of limited
resources, while ensuring that justice and
human dignity are preserved. However, the
successful application of this rule requires
careful consideration of the specific context in
which it is used, as well as a commitment to
transparent and equitable policymaking. As
such, it is an important tool in the pursuit of
social justice, but its implementation must be
carefully managed to avoid potential pitfalls
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and ensure that it contributes to long-term
improvements in social welfare.
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