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ABSTRACT

This article examines the impact of Islamic laws on food security and agricultural development using
verses from the Quran and hadiths of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS). Food security and agricultural
development are vital issues in Islamic societies, where Islamic laws and regulations play a significant
role in their enhancement. The study first reviews the concept of food security from the perspective of
international organizations and Islam, and then elucidates the importance of agriculture in Islamic
teachings with emphasis on Quranic verses and hadiths of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS). Additionally, it
examines Islamic jurisprudence related to agriculture, such as the revival of barren lands and the role of
zakat and khums in agricultural development. The practical effects of Islamic laws on food security and
agriculture are analyzed through successful examples in Islamic countries and the review of successful
policies in this area. Finally, the challenges faced by Islamic societies in agriculture and food security and
practical solutions for improving the current situation are presented. The findings of this study indicate
that Islamic laws can play a crucial role in enhancing food security and agricultural development, and
ongoing research in this field can contribute to the formulation of more comprehensive and effective
policies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study explores the intricate relationship

between Islamic laws and the enhancement of
food security and agricultural development,
drawing upon the rich sources of Quranic
verses and hadiths of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq
(AS). The significance of food security and
sustainable agricultural practices cannot be
overstated, particularly within Islamic
societies where religious teachings profoundly
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influence socio-economic structures. This
paper seeks to illustrate how these Islamic
principles can be harnessed to address
contemporary challenges in food security and
agricultural sustainability.

Food security, as defined by international
bodies such as the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), encompasses the
consistent availability, access, utilization, and
stability of food. According to FAO (2021),



food security exists when all people, at all
times, have physical, social, and economic
access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food
that meets their dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and healthy life. In
the Islamic context, food security extends
beyond mere availability and accessibility to
include the quality and permissibility of food,
emphasizing the consumption of halal (lawful)
and tayyib (pure) food (Hasun et al., 2021).
This holistic approach integrates physical
health, spiritual wellbeing, and social justice,
ensuring that food security aligns with broader
ethical and moral imperatives.

Agriculture holds a prominent place in Islamic
teachings, with the Quran and hadiths
highlighting its importance repeatedly. The
Quran, in verses such as Surah Al-Bagarah
(2:22) and Surah Al-An'am (6:141),
underscores the significance of cultivating the
land and consuming the produce as a blessing
from Allah. Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS), in his
numerous  sayings, also  emphasizes
agriculture's value, stating that "Farming is a
treasure from Allah on earth. Whoever revives
a dead land, it belongs to him" (Ahmad, 2018).
This perspective not only encourages
agricultural activities but also ties land
ownership and utilization directly to divine
providence and social responsibility (Ahmad,
2018). Such teachings promote a balanced and
sustainable  approach  to  agriculture,
encouraging the careful use of resources and
the fair distribution of agricultural produce.

Islamic jurisprudence provides
comprehensive guidelines for various aspects
of agriculture, including the revival of barren
lands (ihya al-mawat), zakat (almsgiving), and
khums (a form of tax). The principle of ihya al-
mawat allows individuals to claim ownership
of unused land by bringing it into productive
use, thereby promoting agricultural expansion
and reducing wasteland. Zakat, one of the five
pillars of Islam, mandates Muslims to give a

portion of their agricultural produce to the
needy, thus addressing food insecurity and
poverty directly. The rate of =zakat on
agricultural produce is set at either 5% or 10%,
depending on the irrigation method used
(Mukhlis et al., 2021). Khums, another Islamic
financial obligation, requires Muslims to
allocate one-fifth of their surplus income,
including agricultural profits, for communal
and charitable purposes (Rahman et al., 2021).
These financial instruments not only ensure
the redistribution of wealth but also encourage
agricultural investment and support for the
less fortunate.

Practical applications of these principles can
be observed in several Islamic countries where
Islamic laws have significantly contributed to
agricultural development and food security.
For instance, Iran's extensive use of zakat and
khums to fund agricultural projects and
support farmers has led to notable
improvements in rural livelihoods and
agricultural productivity (Mohammadi &
Yavar, 2015). In Malaysia, Islamic financial
models such as mudarabah (profit-sharing)
and musharakah (joint venture) have been
effectively used to finance agricultural
enterprises, leading to increased investment in
the sector and enhanced food security
(Rahman et al., 2021). These examples
demonstrate how Islamic principles can be
integrated into modern agricultural policies to
achieve sustainable development goals.

Governments and Islamic non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) play crucial roles in
implementing these principles. Governments
in Islamic countries have a responsibility to

create conducive environments for
agricultural development by providing
infrastructure, technical support, and

financial incentives aligned with Islamic
teachings. Policies promoting sustainable
agricultural practices, efficient water use, and
environmental conservation are essential in
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this regard (Rahman et al., 2023). Islamic
NGOs, through their grassroots initiatives, can
complement governmental efforts by
providing education, resources, and support to
farmers. They can facilitate the collection and
distribution of zakat and khums, ensuring that
these funds are effectively used to enhance
agricultural  productivity and  support
vulnerable communities (Huda et al., 2023).

Despite these successes, Islamic countries face
numerous challenges in achieving food
security and  sustainable agricultural
development. Climate change, water scarcity,
and economic constraints pose significant
threats to agricultural productivity
(Gbegbelegbe, 2024). Additionally,
bureaucratic inefficiencies and lack of access
to modern technologies further hinder
progress. To address these challenges, it is
crucial to leverage Islamic principles in
conjunction with contemporary scientific and
technological advancements. Educational
programs that enhance farmers' knowledge
and skills, investments in resilient agricultural
practices, and international cooperation are
vital strategies to overcome these obstacles

(Budiman & Suyana, 2022).

In conclusion, this study highlights the
profound impact of Islamic laws on food
security and agricultural development. By
integrating Quranic teachings and hadiths of
Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) with modern
agricultural practices, Islamic societies can
address contemporary challenges in food
security and sustainability effectively. The
principles of justice, balance, and resource
stewardship inherent in Islamic teachings
provide a robust framework for developing
comprehensive and equitable agricultural
policies. Continued research and application
of these principles are essential for advancing
sustainable agricultural development and
ensuring food security in Islamic countries.
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