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ABSTRACT

Ensuring the security of individuals in society while adhering to human rights principles is among the core
responsibilities of the state. However, this study, while acknowledging the significance and necessity of this duty,
aims to elucidate and examine the impact of citizens’ roles and participation in achieving desirable and sustainable
security. Undoubtedly, security that stems from the collaboration, empathy, and synergy of various social groups
with security institutions is enduring and resilient. Given that there are numerous commonalities—particularly in
some key areas of human rights such as the right to life, human dignity, the right to liberty, and the rights to education
and upbringing—between Islamic human rights and what is referred to as universal human rights, despite the
foundational and ideological differences between them and what we consider as the “rights of the nation” based on
the Constitution of our country, and despite the fact that this issue has become a point of pressure, negotiation, and
exploitation by major powers, it is essential to design a model encompassing explanatory, defensive, and offensive
approaches for interaction within this framework. Clarifying common principles and establishing grounds for joint
cooperation—while avoiding insistence on exchanging points of divergence—provides a context for reducing
conflicts. Consequently, human rights and human security, due to their shared focus on a common subject—
namely, "human dignity" and the development of various dimensions of human life including individual, social, and
international aspects—possess the potential for mutual reinforcement and synergy. Human rights provide the
necessary legal and juridical foundations for realizing human security strategies, namely "protection" and
"empowerment." In return, human security, by emphasizing the operational dimensions of international human rights
instruments—especially economic, social, and cultural rights and the securitization of certain shared concerns with
human rights—offers the necessary support for goals explicitly stated in global human rights instruments.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The intersection of human rights and security

surveillance has emerged as a vital issue in
contemporary jurisprudence and
international legal scholarship. As states
grapple with safeguarding public order while
upholding individual freedoms, the challenge
lies in reconciling national security
imperatives with the universal principles of
human dignity, liberty, and due process. The
present study delves into the human rights
dimensions of security surveillance within the
legal and constitutional framework of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, paying particular
attention to the participatory role of citizens in
shaping a sustainable and inclusive security
environment. The central argument is that
genuine and lasting security is most effectively
achieved when it is underpinned by civic
collaboration and trust in state institutions.
While the Islamic approach to human rights is
grounded in religious doctrine, it shares
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several substantive overlaps with the
international human rights regime, especially
in regard to the right to life, freedom of
expression, and access to education. Despite
these normative convergences, power
dynamics in international relations often
instrumentalize human rights discourses,
leading to coercive diplomacy and selective
enforcement. As such, the authors argue for
the construction of a tripartite model—
explanatory, defensive, and offensive—to
strategically engage with global human rights
mechanisms  while asserting national
sovereignty and cultural specificity. The study
advocates for clarifying areas of consensus and
cultivating cooperative frameworks that do not
exacerbate ideological divides, thereby
reinforcing both national and international
commitments to the common good of
humanity.

The research further emphasizes that human
rights and human security are mutually



reinforcing paradigms, each contributing to
the enhancement of the other. Human rights
provide the normative and legal infrastructure
for ensuring protection and empowerment—
two pillars of human security—while the
operationalization = of human security
strategies allows for the realization of
economic, social, and cultural rights in
practical and context-sensitive ways. In
examining this symbiosis, the authors
underscore the importance of national legal
instruments, including Iran’s Constitution and
statutory laws, in embedding human rights
guarantees. For instance, Article 14 of Iran's
Constitution recognizes the obligation to
protect non-Muslims' rights as long as they do
not conspire against the Islamic Republic, and
Article 8 upholds the principle of enjoining
good and forbidding evil, thereby offering a
religious foundation for collective
accountability and freedom of expression. The
paper highlights the necessity of both negative
and positive obligations in achieving
comprehensive security: prohibitions against
torture and arbitrary detention are not
sufficient unless complemented by proactive
state measures to foster a sense of safety and
dignity among citizens. This nuanced
approach aligns with evolving understandings
of security, which no longer rely solely on the
absence of threats but also encompass the
psychological and social dimensions of human
well-being (Azizi Alavicheh, 2010; Monfared &
Tabatabaei, 2017).

Additionally, the study explores the evolving
architecture of Iran’s human rights oversight
mechanisms, particularly the role of the
Human Rights Headquarters (HRH) under
the Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC). Drawing from the provisions of
Article 176 of the Iranian Constitution, which
delineates the SNSC’s authority in
coordinating national security policy, the
research contextualizes the HRH as a key
institutional = actor = with  cross-branch

jurisdiction and strategic autonomy. Despite
its administrative linkage to the Judiciary, the
HRH'’s operational scope and decision-making
legitimacy stem from its constitutional
affiliation with the SNSC. The analysis traces
the structural evolution of the HRH, which
was formalized through Resolution No. 435 of
the SNSC and comprises high-ranking officials
from various ministries, law enforcement
agencies, and judicial bodies. This cross-
sectoral composition reflects an integrated
approach to human rights governance, where
issues such as counterterrorism, religious
freedom, and information transparency
intersect with broader national security
concerns (Hashemi, 2014; Mehrpour, 2008;
Sharif, 2014). The study also examines the
HRH’s mandate in monitoring, reporting, and
engaging with international organizations,
thus positioning it as both a domestic
watchdog and a diplomatic liaison. By
analyzing its institutional framework, the
article contributes to a more nuanced
understanding of how security policies can be
aligned with human rights standards without
undermining state authority.

The article also investigates the sources of
human security under international human
rights law, analyzing the multilayered legal
protections afforded at global, regional, and
national levels. The authors survey key
instruments such as the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (1948), the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966),
and regional charters like the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1982) to map
out the normative foundations of personal,
social, and environmental security. These texts
collectively affirm the indivisibility of rights
and highlight how human security extends
beyond mere physical safety to include access
to food, healthcare, education, and a healthy
environment. For instance, Article 25 of the
UDHR and Articles 11 and 12 of the ICESCR
codify the right to adequate food and the
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highest attainable standard of health, while
environmental security is increasingly
recognized through rights-based approaches
to sustainability. Furthermore, the study
illustrates how special rapporteur
mechanisms and international monitoring
bodies operationalize these rights by
conducting field assessments and issuing
country-specific ~ recommendations. By
anchoring security in human rights principles,
the international community underscores the
imperative that national security measures
must conform to globally accepted norms
rather than be arbitrarily imposed (Ghari
Seyed Fatemi, 2019).

The tension between national security and
civil liberties is further explored through a
critical review of legal restrictions on freedoms
under international law. While instruments
such as the ICCPR affirm the right to freedom
of expression, assembly, and association, they
also recognize permissible limitations under
conditions of national emergency or public
order. Articles 19, 20, and 21 of the ICCPR
provide a framework for assessing when and
how states can impose restrictions, requiring
such measures to be lawful, necessary, and
proportionate. The authors note that
international law permits derogations only in
exceptional circumstances and under strict
procedural  safeguards. = However, the
ambiguity surrounding terms like "national
security" has often led to broad and subjective
interpretations, enabling the enactment of
repressive laws under the guise of
counterterrorism. The study critiques this
trend and calls for legal clarity, judicial
oversight, and public accountability to ensure
that surveillance and intelligence practices do
not violate fundamental rights. Moreover, the
paper addresses the legitimacy crisis
confronting the United Nations Security
Council, particularly regarding its legislative-
like resolutions in the post-9/11 era. Debates
around the legality of Security Council

decisions, especially those perceived as
bypassing state consent, underscore the need
to reconcile sovereign equality with global
governance imperatives (Reisi &
Ghorbanipour, 2020; Sheikhi, 2010).

Lastly, the article interrogates the political
accountability of permanent members of the
Security Council in responding to grave
human rights violations. Using the doctrine of
the "Responsibility to Protect” (R2P) as a
conceptual lens, the study outlines the
threefold obligation of states and the
international community: to prevent, react to,
and rebuild in the face of atrocities such as
genocide and crimes against humanity. Yet,
the persistent use of veto power by permanent
members has hindered collective action in
crises, perpetuating a culture of impunity and
double standards. The authors draw attention
to the phenomenon of the "hidden veto,"
where behind-the-scenes diplomatic threats
suppress potentially transformative
resolutions. This practice has eroded the
legitimacy of the Security Council and stymied
its effectiveness in upholding international
peace and justice. Furthermore, the article
critiques the selective application of
international criminal law, noting that
powerful states and their allies often escape
accountability while weaker nations are
disproportionately targeted. Despite calls for
reform and the establishment of more
equitable legal mechanisms, structural
asymmetries within the UN system remain
entrenched. The study thus urges a rethinking
of global security governance that centers
human dignity, equity, and shared
responsibility, aligning international practices
with the foundational ethos of human rights
law.

In conclusion, this study offers a
comprehensive examination of the normative,
institutional, and operational dynamics
surrounding the human rights implications of
security surveillance. It emphasizes the



importance of integrating human rights
frameworks into national security policies,
particularly through the active engagement of
civil society and oversight institutions such as
Iran’s Human Rights Headquarters. By
articulating a hybrid model that combines
explanatory, defensive, and offensive legal
strategies, the authors provide a pathway for
states to navigate the complex interface
between sovereignty and universal human
rights obligations. The findings underscore
that sustainable security is not achieved solely
through coercive means but through inclusive
governance, rule of law, and a commitment to
the inherent dignity of all individuals.
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