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ABSTRACT

The conservation of natural resources and sustainable development are critical issues in the modern era.
This article examines the roles of E.F. Schumacher and Seyyed Hossein Nasr's perspectives in this
context. Schumacher, with his philosophy of "Small is Beautiful," advocates for local development and
the use of appropriate technologies, believing that the economy should serve people. Conversely, Nasr
emphasizes a return to traditional Islamic values, viewing environmental conservation as a religious and
ethical duty. A case study of the Kalimantan Rainforest Conservation Project in Indonesia illustrates that
integrating technical knowledge with spiritual values can lead to effective natural resource conservation
and sustainable development. The findings of this article suggest that Schumacher and Nasr's
perspectives can guide environmental policy-making. This article recommends future research to explore
the practical application of these thinkers' perspectives in various environmental projects and to conduct
comparative studies with other environmental philosophers.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Natural resource conservation and sustainable

development are among the most pressing
issues in the contemporary world, driven by
escalating environmental crises such as
climate change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution. This article explores the significant
contributions of two influential thinkers, E.F.
Schumacher and Seyyed Hossein Nasr, whose
perspectives provide valuable insights into
these critical areas. Schumacher's philosophy
of "Small is Beautiful" and Nasr's advocacy for
a return to traditional Islamic values both
emphasize the integration of ethical and
spiritual dimensions into economic and
environmental policies. Through a detailed
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analysis of their views and a case study of the
Kalimantan Rainforest Conservation Project
in Indonesia, this article demonstrates how
their ideas can inform effective policy-making
and practical initiatives for sustainable
development.

Natural resource conservation and sustainable
development are intertwined concepts
essential for addressing the environmental
challenges of our time. As human activities
increasingly threaten the planet's ecological
balance, it is imperative to seek guidance from
diverse intellectual traditions. E.F.
Schumacher and Seyyed Hossein Nasr stand
out as two prominent figures whose ideas offer



profound insights into creating a harmonious
relationship between humanity and nature.
Schumacher, an economist, is renowned for
his advocacy of human-scale development and
appropriate technology, as encapsulated in his
seminal work "Small is Beautiful" (Strange,
1974). On the other hand, Nasr, a philosopher
and Islamic scholar, emphasizes the spiritual
and ethical dimensions of environmental
stewardship, drawing on Islamic teachings
(Heinen, 1994). This article aims to critically
examine their contributions and explore their
practical applications in contemporary
environmental initiatives.

E.F. Schumacher's philosophy, articulated in
"Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People
Mattered," argues for a fundamental
rethinking of economic development.
Schumacher critiques the industrial and
technological gigantism that characterizes
modern economies, advocating instead for
"appropriate technology" — technologies that
are sustainable, humane, and tailored to the
needs of local communities (Strange, 1974). He
emphasizes the importance of decentralization
and localism, proposing that small-scale,
locally adapted solutions are more sustainable
and equitable than large-scale industrial
approaches. Schumacher's ideas resonate
strongly with contemporary movements
advocating for sustainable agriculture,
renewable energy, and community-based
resource management. His work has been
influential in shaping policies that prioritize
ecological balance, social equity, and economic
resilience (Sherley, 2021).

Seyyed Hossein Nasr offers a complementary
perspective rooted in Islamic philosophy and
mysticism. Nasr argues that the ecological
crisis is fundamentally a spiritual crisis,
stemming from humanity's estrangement
from the natural world and the divine (Sayem,
2021¢, 2022b). He posits that traditional
Islamic teachings, which emphasize the

interconnectedness of all creation and the
stewardship (khalifah) role of humans,
provide a robust framework for environmental
ethics (Heinen, 1994). Nasr's critique of
modernity and its reductionist view of nature
underscores the need for a metaphysical and
ethical reorientation. He calls for a revival of
traditional knowledge systems and spiritual
practices that respect the sanctity of nature.
Nasr's approach highlights the moral and
spiritual dimensions of environmental
stewardship, advocating for policies that
integrate ecological sustainability with ethical
and spiritual values (Islam, 2012).

While Schumacher and Nasr come from
different  intellectual traditions, their
perspectives share notable convergences. Both
thinkers critique the dominant paradigm of
economic and technological progress that
neglects environmental and human well-
being. They emphasize the importance of
ethical considerations and advocate for a more
holistic approach to development. However,
their approaches also diverge in significant
ways. Schumacher's emphasis is primarily on
practical economic solutions that are human-
centered and ecologically sound, whereas Nasr
focuses on the spiritual and metaphysical
foundations of environmental ethics (Sayem,
2022a, 2022b;  Sherley, 2021). This
comparative analysis reveals that combining
Schumacher's practical economic insights
with Nasr's spiritual and ethical framework
can offer a comprehensive approach to
addressing contemporary environmental

challenges.

The practical application of Schumacher and
Nasr's ideas can be illustrated through the
Kalimantan Rainforest Conservation Project
in Indonesia. This project, aimed at preserving
one of the world's most biodiverse rainforests,
integrates local community involvement,
sustainable practices, and spiritual values in
its conservation efforts (Nugraha & Naupal,
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2019). Inspired by Schumacher's principles,
the  project  emphasizes  small-scale,
community-driven  initiatives such as
sustainable agriculture and eco-tourism,
which provide economic benefits while
conserving natural resources. Concurrently,
the project incorporates Nasr's emphasis on
spiritual and ethical dimensions by promoting
environmental education rooted in Islamic
teachings, which foster a deeper appreciation
for nature and a sense of stewardship among
local communities (Handoko, 2023). This case
study demonstrates how integrating technical
knowledge with spiritual values can lead to
successful and sustainable environmental
conservation initiatives.

The analysis of Schumacher and Nasr's
perspectives underscores the importance of
integrating ethical and spiritual dimensions
into environmental and economic policies.
Their ideas provide valuable frameworks for
rethinking development in ways that are
sustainable, equitable, and spiritually
enriching. Future research should explore the
practical applications of their insights in
diverse cultural and ecological contexts,
examining how these frameworks can be
adapted and implemented to address local and
global environmental challenges (Safdar &
Shams-ur-Rehmam, 2021).  Additionally,
comparative  studies  involving  other
environmental philosophers can further
enrich the discourse, providing a more
comprehensive understanding of the interplay
between ethics, spirituality, and sustainability.
Policymakers are encouraged to draw on the
combined wisdom of Schumacher and Nasr to
formulate strategies that not only address
environmental issues but also promote a
holistic vision of human and ecological well-
being (Islam, 2012).
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