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ABSTRACT

Criminology, as a legal approach, has played a fundamental role in the evolution of Iran’s criminal policy and has
significantly influenced the development and expansion of security and rehabilitative measures. Based on this
premise, criminology has had both substantive and procedural impacts on the transformation of the criminal justice
system and is regarded as a foundation for criminal sanctions. This approach reflects the prominent role of
criminology in criminal policy—including legislative, judicial, and participatory dimensions—and aligns with
criminological theories and the doctrines of criminal law schools. Furthermore, the practical manifestations of
criminology within Iran’s criminal justice system are evident in the drafting of the Islamic Penal Code and are
primarily observable in principles related to the individualization and personalization of punishments and their
methods of execution. However, it must be acknowledged that the perspective on criminology is contingent upon
two domains—specialized and general—and its effectiveness varies according to temporal and spatial conditions.
This indicates that the functions of criminology are reflective of the environmental circumstances and values within
which it is defined and operationalized. In any case, due to the interconnection between criminology and criminal
law, mechanisms have been developed to institutionalize criminal justice in accordance with the realities of crime
and the conditions of offenders within Iran’s penal system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Criminology as an interdisciplinary field has

profoundly influenced the transformation of
Iran’s criminal justice system, shaping both its
theoretical  foundations and  practical
applications. The emergence of criminology in
the late 19th century marked a critical shift
from punitive justice to a more comprehensive
understanding of crime causation, offender
profiling, and prevention strategies. In Iran,
these criminological insights found significant
expression in the legislative drafting of the
2013 Islamic Penal Code. This reform, heavily
informed by restorative justice theories and
offender rehabilitation principles, introduced
measures such as deferred sentencing,
conditional release, and semi-freedom, all of
which embody the criminological focus on
individualization of punishment. These
measures reflect a deliberate move away from
retributive models toward more therapeutic
and reform-oriented frameworks. Moreover,
the dual structure of criminology—its general
and specialized branches—allowed for a
nuanced understanding of crime across
varying sociocultural contexts in Iran, where
moral and religious considerations shape the
contours of criminal behavior more
expansively than in many Western
jurisdictions (Najafi Tavana & Darabi, 2016).

The intellectual foundations of criminology,
rooted in positivist and interpretive
paradigms, have offered diverse explanatory
models for criminal behavior. The positivist
paradigm, drawing from natural sciences,
posits crime as a phenomenon governed by
biological, psychological, or sociological
causes. This perspective dismisses the role of
free will and instead interprets criminality as a
deterministic outcome of observable factors,
echoing the early works of Cesare Lombroso
and others (Ghamashi, 2014; Williams et al.,
2004). In contrast, the interpretive paradigm
perceives criminal behavior as meaning-
driven and anchored in individual agency and

subjective interpretation. Here, social action is
not merely a response to stimuli but a
conscious expression of values, beliefs, and
cultural norms (Seddigh-Sarvestani, 2007).
This approach has been echoed in postmodern
criminology, which critiques grand narratives
and deterministic views, advocating instead
for understanding crime as a contextual
interaction between social actors (Kuhn, 2011;
Marsh, 2016). These epistemological
foundations underscore the importance of a
pluralistic lens in understanding crime in Iran,
where both structural determinants and moral
autonomy play significant roles.
Criminology’s practical applications in the
Iranian criminal justice system have
materialized most notably through the
diversification of penal responses. The 2013
Islamic Penal Code incorporates both general
and specific preventive measures informed by
criminological research. General prevention
operates through the threat of punishment to
deter potential offenders, as reflected in
articles such as 224 and 614, which stipulate
aggravated penalties for crimes involving
lethal instruments or severe bodily harm,
respectively. This deterrence strategy is based
on the premise that rational actors assess the
costs and benefits of criminal conduct (Pradel,
2002; Sadeghi, 1994). Specific prevention, on
the other hand, focuses on reforming
individual offenders through measures such as
suspended sentences, conditional release, and
rehabilitation programs. These interventions
are supported by the development of
institutions such as post-release supervision
offices and the incorporation of victimology
and clinical criminology into sentencing
decisions, as stipulated in Article 38 of the
Penal Code (Niazpour, 2011, 2013). This
evolution represents a significant
paradigmatic shift toward offender-centered
justice and confirms the integral role of
criminology in Iranian penal policy.
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The theoretical richness of criminology also
manifests in the multiplicity of perspectives
regarding crime prevention. From the
positivist school’s emphasis on situational
crime prevention to rational choice theories
advocating for altering the risk-reward
calculus of offenders, criminology provides a
wide array of frameworks. For example,
rational choice theory assumes that offenders
are utility-maximizing individuals who can be
deterred by increasing the perceived costs of
crime (White & Haines, 2011; Williams et al.,
2004). Meanwhile, risk management
criminology suggests that crime can be
managed rather than eradicated, by
monitoring  high-risk  populations and
environments (Marie, 2004; Najafi
Abrandabadi, 2009b). Sociological approaches,
such as those of Durkheim, frame crime as a
normal and functional component of social
evolution, emphasizing its integrative and
norm-reinforcing roles (Najafi Abrandabadi,
2009a). Labeling theories further critique the
criminal justice system’s role in generating
criminality through social reaction rather than
inherent deviance (Ardebili, 2014). These
schools of thought collectively inform Iran’s
layered crime prevention strategies, ranging
from punitive sanctions to community-based
interventions.

The incorporation of criminological doctrines
into procedural law is equally notable. The
2013 Code of Criminal Procedure in Iran
reflects key principles derived from modern
criminological  insights, including the
presumption of  innocence, judicial
impartiality, the right to defense, and
transparent trial procedures (Vanaki, 2019).
This alignment signals a normative shift from
authoritarian adjudication to more equitable
criminal proceedings, aimed at balancing the
rights of offenders with the needs of victims
and society. Criminology’s influence is also
visible in the increasing application of
alternatives to incarceration, such as

electronic monitoring, community service,
and restorative justice initiatives. These
developments are guided by empirical findings
demonstrating that punitive excesses often
exacerbate recidivism, while rehabilitative and
reintegrative strategies offer more sustainable
outcomes (Ashouri, 2010). Furthermore, by
engaging in victimology and offender
profiling, Iranian courts have begun to tailor
penalties to the psychosocial characteristics of
individuals, marking a significant step toward
personalized justice.

In conclusion, criminology has played a vital
and multifaceted role in the reformation of
Iran’s criminal justice system. From shaping
legislative developments and penal policy to
influencing court procedures and correctional
practices, criminological knowledge has
contributed to the design of a more humane,
effective, and context-sensitive justice model.
The interplay between local values and global
theories has allowed Iranian legal scholars and
practitioners to create hybrid strategies that
respond to both normative traditions and
modern empirical standards. Continued
investment in criminological research and its
systematic integration into policymaking will
be essential for advancing justice, reducing
crime, and safeguarding individual rights in an
increasingly complex and dynamic society.
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