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ABSTRACT

This article examines the impact of Thomas Hobbes' and Imam Ali's (AS) theories on immigration policies
in Islamic and non-Islamic countries. Thomas Hobbes, through his theories of absolute government and
social contract, provided philosophical foundations for Western states to implement stringent immigration
policies. These perspectives prioritize security and order as the main functions of the state. In contrast,
Imam Ali (AS), emphasizing justice, human rights, and ethics, laid theoretical foundations for Islamic
states to structure their immigration policies based on principles of justice and fairness. This paper
explores immigration policies in Iran and Turkey as examples of Islamic countries, and the United States
and European countries as examples of non-Islamic countries. The findings indicate that immigration
policies based on Hobbes' theories have managed to maintain security and order to some extent but face
human rights challenges. Conversely, immigration policies inspired by Imam Ali's (AS) theories have
provided favorable conditions for migrants but need to strengthen their security and order management.
This study suggests that successful immigration policies should balance security nheeds and human
rights.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This article investigates the influence of
Thomas Hobbes' and Imam Ali's (AS) theories
on immigration policies in Islamic and non-
Islamic countries. Thomas Hobbes, a 17th-
century English philosopher, is best known for
his works on political philosophy, particularly
his theories of absolute sovereignty and the
social contract. In his seminal work
"Leviathan," Hobbes argues that in the state of
nature, human life would be "solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish, and short" (Hoye, 2023). To
escape this chaos, individuals collectively
agree to cede some of their freedoms to a
sovereign authority that can provide security
and order. This theoretical framework has
profoundly influenced Western political
thought and, by extension, contemporary
immigration policies in non-Islamic countries.
These policies often prioritize national
security and societal order, reflecting Hobbes'
emphasis on the necessity of a powerful state
apparatus to prevent anarchy and maintain
stability (Scotognella, 2020).

In contrast, Imam Ali (AS), a key figure in
Islamic thought and the first Imam of Shia
Islam, presents a different vision of
governance, emphasizing justice, human
rights, and ethical leadership. Imam Ali's
governance principles are derived from his
teachings and practices, which are deeply
rooted in Islamic jurisprudence and ethical
considerations. He posited that a legitimate
ruler must be just, compassionate, and
accountable to the people. Imam Ali (AS)
famously stated, "A society can endure without
belief, but it cannot endure without justice"
(Dahlstrom & Esaiasson, 2011). His emphasis
on justice and human rights has influenced the
development of immigration policies in
Islamic countries, where these policies are
often shaped by a commitment to upholding

LS ) SLSS i 08 ds 8 elad sl 5SS s

the dignity and rights of all individuals,
including migrants and refugees (Bellick et al.,

2022).

This study provides a comparative analysis of
immigration policies in Iran and Turkey,
representing Islamic countries, and the United
States and European nations, representing
non-Islamic countries. Iran and Turkey have
historically been significant destinations for
migrants due to their strategic geographic
locations and socio-political dynamics. Iran's
immigration policies are influenced by Islamic
principles and the teachings of Imam Ali (AS),
emphasizing justice and humanitarianism. For
instance, Iran has hosted millions of Afghan
refugees over the decades, providing them
with access to education and healthcare,
despite facing economic and political
challenges (Filindra & Goodman, 2019).
Similarly, Turkey has adopted a relatively
open-door policy towards Syrian refugees,
reflecting its commitment to Islamic values of
brotherhood and compassion, although this
approach has also brought significant social
and economic pressures (Khan-Welsh et al.,

2022).

In the United States and European countries,
immigration policies are predominantly
shaped by the need to maintain national
security and social order, concepts heavily
influenced by Hobbesian thought. In the
United States, the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA) and subsequent
legislative measures have established a
framework that prioritizes border security,
controlled entry, and stringent vetting
processes for immigrants. These measures,
particularly  post-9/11, underscore the
emphasis on preventing potential threats and
ensuring the safety of citizens (Fussell, 2014).
Similarly, = European  countries  have
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implemented rigorous immigration controls,
especially in response to the 2015 refugee
crisis. Policies across Europe reflect a balance
between humanitarian obligations and
security concerns, often resulting in restrictive
measures aimed at managing the flow of
migrants and safeguarding national interests
(Neureiter, 2021).

A critical analysis reveals that while
Hobbesian-inspired immigration policies in
the West have successfully maintained
security and order, they have also faced
significant criticism for human rights
violations and the harsh treatment of
migrants. These policies often result in
prolonged detention of asylum seekers, family
separations, and stringent border controls that
sometimes lead to tragic outcomes. The
emphasis on security can overshadow
humanitarian considerations, leading to
policies that are perceived as inhumane and
unjust by human rights advocates (Giordani &
Ruta, 2011). For example, the U.S. immigration
enforcement practices have been criticized for
their impact on families and the psychological
toll on children separated from their parents

(Hillman & Long, 2021).

Conversely, immigration policies in Islamic
countries, influenced by the teachings of Imam
Ali (AS), strive to balance security with justice
and human rights. These policies often
emphasize providing humanitarian assistance
and ensuring the welfare of migrants.
However, these countries also face significant
challenges, including economic constraints
and social integration issues. The influx of
large numbers of migrants can strain public
resources and infrastructure, leading to
tensions between local populations and
migrant communities.  Despite  these
challenges, the commitment to Islamic
principles of justice and compassion remains a
guiding force in shaping more humane and

inclusive immigration policies (Candel &
Fayazpour, 2019).

In conclusion, this comparative analysis
highlights the divergent influences of Hobbes'
and Imam Ali's (AS) theories on immigration
policies in Islamic and non-Islamic countries.
While Western countries prioritize security
and order, reflecting Hobbesian thought,
Islamic countries emphasize justice and
humanitarianism, inspired by the teachings of
Imam Ali (AS). Both approaches have their
strengths and weaknesses. Policies grounded
in Hobbesian philosophy effectively maintain
security but often at the expense of human
rights. In contrast, policies influenced by
Islamic principles strive for a balance between
security and justice but face practical
challenges in implementation. A successful
immigration  policy, therefore, should
integrate the strengths of both approaches,
ensuring security while upholding the
fundamental rights and dignity of migrants.
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