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ABSTRACT

Zakat, as one of the principal pillars of Islamic finance, holds a vital role in the economic and social structures of
Muslim societies. Imamiyyah jurisprudence considers zakat obligatory based on the Qur'an, Sunnah, consensus,
and reason. However, there is disagreement among scholars about the range of assets subject to zakat. The
dominant view confines zakat to nine traditional categories, known as tasa‘a. Yet, modern juristic perspectives,
citing the purposes of Shari‘ah, valid narrations, and the practice of the Imams, propose the possibility of expanding
zakat to new asset types. This article employs an analytical-interpretive approach to examine the theoretical
foundations of zakat restriction, critique its reasoning, explore the precedent set by Imam Ali (a), and investigate
the role of Islamic governance and guardianship (wilayah) in extending zakat applicability. Contemporary assets
such as cash, modern agricultural products, securities, cryptocurrencies, and intangible digital properties are also
examined. The paper concludes with an assessment of the social and economic impacts of expanding zakat,
including poverty alleviation, increased public participation, and strengthening financial capacity in Islamic
governance. The findings support a dynamic ijtihad approach for redefining zakat as a functional instrument in the
modern Islamic financial system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of zakat in Islamic law,

particularly within Imamiyyah (Twelver Shi’a)
jurisprudence, is rooted in deeply structured
theological, legal, and ethical frameworks.
Traditionally recognized as one of the five
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pillars of Islam, zakat functions as both a
spiritual obligation and a redistributive
economic mechanism. Classical jurists—based
on prophetic traditions and the practice of
early Islamic authorities—have delineated
nine specific categories of wealth subject to



zakat, often referred to as the tasa‘a. These
include camels, cattle, sheep, gold, silver,
wheat, barley, dates, and raisins. However, the
legitimacy of restricting zakat to these nine
categories has increasingly come under
scrutiny, particularly as modern economies
have introduced new forms of wealth such as
fiat currencies, digital assets, and diversified
investment portfolios. This paper critically re-
examines the traditional scope of zakat,
arguing that the doctrine of tasa‘a is not
immutable and should be revisited in light of
contemporary economic realities and the
dynamic objectives of Shari'ah. It is within this
context that some contemporary scholars
advocate for a jurisprudential shift from
textual literalism to a magqasidi (objective-
based) approach, thereby enabling the
extension of zakat to wealth categories beyond
those traditionally enumerated (Askari, 2008).
The Qur'an repeatedly emphasizes the
institution of =zakat alongside prayer,
indicating its centrality in the structure of
Islamic ethics and governance. Dozens of
verses mandate the giving of zakat without
reference to specific items, which has led some
jurists to argue that the restriction to nine
categories stems more from historical context
than divine injunction (Qara’ati, 2002).
Furthermore, the Prophet Muhammad’s own
practices, according to several narrations,
suggest a degree of pragmatism and context-
sensitivity in the implementation of zakat.
Scholars such as Sharaf al-Din and Tabatabaei
argue that the hadith “The Messenger of God
waived zakat on everything else” should be
interpreted not as a permanent restriction but
as a discretionary exemption appropriate to
the socio-economic realities of 7th-century
Arabia (Sharaf al-Din, 1972a; Tabatabaei,
2003). This position is reinforced by the
jurisprudential  principle of ta‘abbudi
(devotional acts) versus ma‘qul al-mana
(rational legal commands). While zakat is
certainly devotional in essence, its

redistributive economic objectives suggest
that its subject matter should not be frozen in
time (Esmaili, 1995).

The restrictionist view, however, has been
dominant in much of classical Imamiyyah
scholarship. Prominent figures like Sheikh
Morteza Ansari and Allameh Tabatabaei
Boroujerdi leaned toward the traditional
understanding, citing the consensus of earlier
jurists and the unambiguous nature of
narrations  that specify the tasa‘a.
Nevertheless, even among these scholars, one
can discern an acknowledgment of the need to
revisit earlier rulings under the guidance of
qualified jurists responding to the needs of
their era. For example, Imam Khomeini, in
Tahrir al-Wasilah, while adhering to the
traditional framework, simultaneously opens
the door to state intervention and regulation in
economic matters when public welfare is at
stake (Khomeini, 1988). This highlights the
interpretive  flexibility = latent  within
Imamiyyah jurisprudence, particularly when
viewed through the lens of wilayat al-faqih
(guardianship of the jurist), which empowers
the Islamic government to adapt religious
rulings in accordance with social exigencies
(Tavasoli, 2005).

From an economic perspective, the insistence
on nine categories raises questions about the
efficacy and equity of zakat in the modern era.
The overwhelming majority of contemporary
wealth is not concentrated in camels, sheep, or
dates but in digital currencies, real estate,
stocks, and commercial assets. Limiting zakat
to pre-modern wealth forms renders the
institution economically ineffective and
socially irrelevant. Scholars such as
Pourmoghaddami and Hakimi emphasize that
zakat’s purpose is to circulate wealth and
combat poverty, and this objective cannot be
achieved unless it applies to the assets that

define  wealth today (Hakimi, 1997;
Pourmoghaddami, 2012). In this sense,
reinterpreting zakat is not merely a

Ty G 6 ST 6 reprie)



jurisprudential convenience but a religious
necessity. Extending zakat to fiat money, for
instance, is now widely accepted, even by those
traditionally opposed to expanding beyond the
tasa‘a, given the obvious role of currency in
storing and growing wealth (Karimi, 2012).
The same logic applies to corporate shares,
intellectual property, and even
cryptocurrency—none of which existed in the
classical period but now represent substantial
portions of individual and institutional wealth.
Historically, there is precedent for expanding
the application of zakat. The example of Imam
Ali collecting zakat from horses—an item not
among the tasa‘a—demonstrates a contextual
approach grounded in public interest and
evolving wealth patterns. Javidan notes that
Imam Ali’s actions were neither arbitrary nor
contradictory to tradition but aligned with the
spirit of zakat as an instrument of justice
(Javidan, 1974). Moreover, when jurists such
as Malakouti and Meshkini analyzed the
actions of early Imams, they concluded that
the Imams operated within a framework of
maslahah (public welfare), using divine law as
a tool for societal betterment rather than a
rigid code (Malakouti, 1983; Meshkini, 1979). In
this light, modern jurists are not innovating
new laws but rather reviving an adaptive spirit
inherent in the tradition. If zakat is to maintain
its relevance, then jurists must grapple with
how new forms of wealth fit within its legal and
ethical framework, taking care to avoid both
excessive  formalism and ungrounded
liberalism.

The paper concludes that the contemporary
Islamic state, through its guardianship-based
legal authority, can—and indeed must—
reinterpret zakat obligations to include
modern  categories of wealth. This
reinterpretation should be carried out by
expert jurists trained in both classical
jurisprudence and contemporary economic
realities. Such an approach aligns with the
magqasid (higher objectives) of Shari'ah:

justice, welfare, and societal cohesion. Beyond
its legal dimensions, an expanded zakat
regime would significantly impact economic
justice by reducing wealth inequality,
strengthening  state  revenue through
religiously legitimate channels, and promoting
social solidarity.
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