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ABSTRACT

Economic inequality is one of the major challenges in contemporary societies, negatively impacting social
stability and economic growth. This article examines the theories of Thomas Piketty, a French economist,
and the teachings of Imam Muhammad al-Bagir (A), a Shiite Imam, on reducing economic inequality.
Piketty's theories, based on historical analysis and economic data, propose policies such as wealth
taxation and increased financial transparency. Conversely, Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir (A) emphasizes
religious and ethical principles like Zakat and Khums, which aid in fair wealth distribution and reducing
inequality. This article compares and integrates these two perspectives, offering comprehensive solutions
for reducing economic inequality and examining successful and unsuccessful experiences in Islamic and
non-Islamic countries. The results indicate that combining modern economic policies with religious
principles can enhance economic justice and social stability. Financial transparency, combating
corruption, and investing in public services are among the factors influencing the success of these
policies. The article also provides suggestions for future research, focusing on long-term effects of
combined policies and a more detailed analysis of various countries' experiences.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Economic inequality represents a significant

challenge in contemporary societies, adversely
affecting social stability and economic growth.
Addressing this issue necessitates a
multifaceted approach that incorporates both
economic theories and ethical principles. This
article examines the theories of Thomas
Piketty, a renowned French economist, and
the teachings of Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir
(A), a revered Shiite Imam, to explore how
these perspectives can collectively contribute
to reducing economic inequality in both
Islamic and non-Islamic countries. Piketty’s
analysis, rooted in historical data and
economic principles, emphasizes the need for
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systemic changes in wealth distribution
mechanisms, while Imam al-Bagqir’s teachings
provide a moral and ethical framework for
addressing inequality through religious
obligations like Zakat and Khums.

Thomas Piketty’s seminal work, "Capital in the
Twenty-First Century," provides a
comprehensive historical analysis of income
and wealth inequality in developed nations
from the eighteenth century to the present day.
Piketty argues that the rate of return on capital
tends to exceed the rate of economic growth,
leading to an accumulation of wealth in the
hands of a few and thereby increasing
inequality. His analysis reveals that without
intervention, wealth concentration becomes



self-reinforcing,  exacerbating economic
disparities. To counteract this trend, Piketty
advocates for progressive taxation on wealth
and income, increased financial transparency,
and global coordination to prevent tax evasion
and capital flight (Orkaby, 2017; Pressman,

2015).

Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir (A), an influential
figure in early Islamic thought, emphasized
justice and equity as foundational principles in
economic dealings. His teachings stress the
importance of Zakat (obligatory almsgiving)
and Khums (a religious tax) as mechanisms for
redistributing wealth and supporting the less
fortunate in society (Abbas & Amin Tabataba’i,
2021). These principles are deeply rooted in
Islamic jurisprudence and aim to ensure that
wealth circulates within the community rather
than accumulating excessively with a small
elite. Imam al-Baqir’s approach integrates
ethical  considerations with  economic
practices, advocating for a moral economy
where social welfare and justice are
paramount.

A comparative analysis of Piketty’s theories
and Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir’s teachings
reveals both similarities and differences in
their approaches to economic inequality. Both
perspectives underscore the importance of
wealth redistribution and recognize the
dangers of unchecked accumulation of wealth.
However, Piketty’s framework is grounded in
economic data and seeks to implement
systemic changes through policy reforms, such
as progressive taxation and global financial
regulations (Pressman, 2015). In contrast,
Imam al-Baqir’s teachings are rooted in
religious and ethical principles, emphasizing
voluntary = and  obligatory  charitable
contributions as means of achieving economic
justice (Abbas & Amin Tabataba’i, 2021).

The integration of these perspectives can offer
a more holistic approach to addressing
economic inequality. For instance, while

Piketty’s policies can provide the structural
framework for reducing inequality, Imam al-
Baqir’s ethical principles can foster a culture of
social responsibility and moral obligation
among individuals and communities. This
combination can enhance the effectiveness of
redistributive policies by ensuring both
systemic and cultural support for economic
justice.

The practical application of these theories and
teachings can be observed in various
countries. In Islamic countries like Iran, the
implementation of Zakat and Khums has
played a significant role in wealth
redistribution, although challenges such as
financial transparency and corruption remain
(Furgani, 2019). In contrast, countries like
Sweden and Norway have successfully
implemented progressive taxation and
invested in public services such as education
and healthcare, leading to reduced economic
disparities (Saez & Zucman, 2016). These
examples demonstrate that while both
approaches have merits, their success often
depends on broader systemic factors such as
governance, transparency, and public
engagement.

In non-Islamic countries, the emphasis has
primarily been on structural economic
reforms. For example, the Nordic countries'
experience highlights the effectiveness of
comprehensive welfare states and progressive
taxation in mitigating economic inequality
(Pressman, 2015). These countries have shown
that with the right policies and public support,
it is possible to achieve significant reductions
in inequality. The key takeaway from these
case studies is that a multi-faceted approach,
combining ethical imperatives with robust
economic policies, can be more effective in
addressing economic inequality.

In conclusion, the integration of Thomas
Piketty’s economic theories and Imam
Muhammad al-Baqir’s teachings provides a
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comprehensive framework for addressing
economic inequality. Piketty’s emphasis on
progressive taxation and financial
transparency, combined with Imam al-Baqir’s
focus on ethical wealth redistribution through
Zakat and Khums, can offer a balanced
approach to reducing disparities in both
Islamic and non-Islamic contexts. Future
research should focus on examining the long-
term impacts of these combined policies and
exploring how cultural and religious values
can enhance the effectiveness of economic
reforms. Additionally, further studies could
investigate the specific conditions under which
these integrated approaches are most
successful, considering factors such as
governance, public trust, and socio-economic

context.

References

Abbas, R., & Amin Tabataba’i, T. S. (2021). The
Manifestation of the Qur'an in the Ethical
Narratives of Imam Muhammad Bagqir (As).
Alustath Journal for Human and Social
Sciences, 60(2), 93-110.
https://doi.org/10.36473/ujhss.v60i2.1596

Al-eesawi, A. M. (2023). Imam Al-Hafidh Abu
Yahya Muhammad Ibn Abd Al-Rahim Al-
Baghdadi, Known as Sa'iqa (Thunderbolt)
D. (255 AH), a Narrator and Critic, and His
Impact on the Emergence of the Muslim
Individual. Kne Social Sciences.
https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v8i6.13117

Algar, H. (2002). Review: Early Shi'i Thought:
The Teachings of Imam Muhammad Al-
Baqir * Arzina R. Lalani: Early Shi'i
Thought: The Teachings of Imam
Muhammad Al-Baqir. Journal of Islamic
Studies, 13(1), 59-62.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jis/13.1.59

Amiruddin, M. M. (2019). Syaibani Economic
Thought on Al-Kasb. Rausyan Fikr Jurnal
Studi Ilmu Ushuluddin Dan Filsafat, 15(1),
85-111.
https://doi.org/10.24239/rsy.v15i1.415

Andani, K. (2016). A Survey of Ismaili Studies
Part 1: Early Ismailism and Fatimid
Ismailism. Religion Compass, 10(8), 191-
206. https://doi.org/10.1111/rec3.12205

Badur, M. M,, Yilmaz, E., & Sensoy, F. (2023).
Do Corruption and Inequality
Shape sustainable Development? Evidence
From the Post-Soviet Countries.
International Journal of Social Economics,

51(1),115-132. https://doi.org/10.1108/ijse-
01-2023-0065

Bassens, D., Derudder, B., & Witlox, F. (2012).
‘Gatekeepers’ of Islamic Financial Circuits:
Analysing Urban Geographies of the Global
Shari’a  Elite. Entrepreneurship and
Regional Development, 24(5-6), 337-355.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2011.5
77820

Buckley, R. (2004). Early Shi'i Thought: The
Teachings of Imam Muh ammad Al-Bagqir.
Journal of Semitic Studies, 49(1), 180-181.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jss/49.1.180

Furqani, H. (2019). What Is Islamic Economics?
The View of Muhammad Baqir Al-Sadr.
Jurnal Ekonomi & Keuangan Islam, 5(2),
63-71.
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vols.iss2.art

3

Furqani, H., & Hamid, A. (2020). Konsep
Distribusi Muhammad Bagqir Al-Sadr Dan
Perbandingannya Dengan Teori Keadilan
Distribusi Kontemporer. Mugtasid Jurnal
Ekonomi Dan Perbankan Syariah, 10(2),
107-123.
https://doi.org/10.18326/mugqtasid.vi0i2.1
07-123

Goldstein, R., & You, H. Y. (2017). Cities as
Lobbyists. American Journal of Political
Science, 61(4), 864-876.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12306

Hamid, A. (2022). Konstruksi Sistem Ekonomi
Islam Dalam Pemikiran Muhammad Baqir
Al-Sadr. Al Mashaadir Jurnal Ilmu
Syariah, 2(2), 16-30.
https://doi.org/10.52029/jis.v2i2.56

Hamzani, A. 1., & Khasanah, N. (2023). Sayyid
Mahmud Taleghani's Economic Thinking
Contribution to the Development of the
Contemporary Islamic Economy. Islamic
Banking  Jurnal  Pemikiran  Dan
Pengembangan Perbankan Syariah, 8(2),
239-256.
https://doi.org/10.36908/isbank.v8i2.696

Khan, M. N., Ahmed, M. M., & Hafiz Fazal e
Hagq, H. (2020). E-3 Glimpses of Economic
Thought of Muhammad Bin Al-Hasan Al-
Shaibani: an Introductory Study. Al-Aijaz
Research Journal of Islamic Studies &
Humanities, 4(1), 23-30.
https://doi.org/10.53575/€3.v4.01.23-30

Lambden, S. N. (2023). A Translation of the
Arabic Du'a’ Al-Sahar (The Dawn
Supplication) or Du‘a’ Al-Baha’ (The
Supplication of Splendour) With Select
Expository Scriptural Writings of the Bab
and Baha'u’llah. Religions, 14(3), 426.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel14030426


https://doi.org/10.36473/ujhss.v60i2.1596
https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v8i6.13117
https://doi.org/10.1093/jis/13.1.59
https://doi.org/10.24239/rsy.v15i1.415
https://doi.org/10.1111/rec3.12205
https://doi.org/10.1108/ijse-01-2023-0065
https://doi.org/10.1108/ijse-01-2023-0065
https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2011.577820
https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2011.577820
https://doi.org/10.1093/jss/49.1.180
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vol5.iss2.art3
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vol5.iss2.art3
https://doi.org/10.18326/muqtasid.v10i2.107-123
https://doi.org/10.18326/muqtasid.v10i2.107-123
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12306
https://doi.org/10.52029/jis.v2i2.56
https://doi.org/10.36908/isbank.v8i2.696
https://doi.org/10.53575/e3.v4.01.23-30
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel14030426

Madelung, W., & Walker, P. E. (2021). Affirming
the Imamate.
https://doi.org/10.5040/9780755637355

Mavani, H. (2010). Ijtihad in Contemporary
Shi‘ism. American Journal of Islamic
Social Sciences, 27(3), 24-52.
https://doi.org/10.35632/ajiss.v27i3.365

McLaren, H., Patmisari, E., Hamiduzzaman, M.,
Jones, M., & Taylor, R. R. (2021). Respect
for Religiosity: Review of Faith Integration
in Health and Wellbeing Interventions With
Muslim Minorities. Religions, 12(9), 692.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090692

Muslih, M., Mafaza, A. T., & Sahidin, A. (2021).
A Critical Study on Ghaybah of Imam Mahdi
Concept in Shi'ah Imamiyah Ithna
‘Ashariyyah. Jurnal Ushuluddin, 29(2),
189.
https://doi.org/10.24014/jush.v29i2.13981

Muslih, M. K. (2022). Syiah: Politik Atau
Agama? Tajdid Jurnal Ilmu Ushuluddin,
21(1), 150-179.
https://doi.org/10.30631/tjd.v21i1.235

Orkaby, A. (2017). Recognizing the New
Republic.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/97801
90618445.003.0003

Pressman, S. (2015). Understanding Piketty's
Capital in the Twenty-First Century.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315674728

Rezaei, S., & Hajizadeh, M. (2019). Measuring
and Decomposing Socioeconomic
Inequality in Catastrophic Healthcare
Expenditures in Iran. Journal of Preventive
Medicine and Public Health.
https://doi.org/10.3961/jpmph.19.046

R6j, J. (2020). Inequality in the Distribution of
Healthcare Human Resources in Poland.
Sustainability.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12052043

Sandefur, R. L. (2008). Access to Civil Justice
and Race, Class, and Gender Inequality.
Annual Review of Sociology.
https://doi.org/10.1146 /annurev.soc.34.04
0507.134534

Supriadi, I. (2024). Analisis Faktor-Faktor Yang
Mempengaruhi Perubahan Pandangan
Hukum Qaul Al-Qadim Dan Qaul Al-Jadid
Imam Syafii. Qisthosia Jurnal Syariah
Dan Hukum, 5(1), 84-93.
https://doi.org/10.46870/jhki.v5i1.972

Supriani, I., & Fianto, B. A. (2020). What Drives
the Inflow of FDI in OIC Countries?
Evidence From Top 10 Hosts of Inward FDI
Flows. Jurnal Ekonomi & Keuangan Islam,

6(2), 91-105.
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vol6.iss2.art
2

Westheimer, J., Rogers, J., & Kahne, J. (2017).
Introduction. Political Science and Politics,

50(04), 1043-1048.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s10490965170012
99

Ty G 6 ST 6 reprie)


https://doi.org/10.5040/9780755637355
https://doi.org/10.35632/ajiss.v27i3.365
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090692
https://doi.org/10.24014/jush.v29i2.13981
https://doi.org/10.30631/tjd.v21i1.235
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780190618445.003.0003
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780190618445.003.0003
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315674728
https://doi.org/10.3961/jpmph.19.046
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12052043
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.34.040507.134534
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.34.040507.134534
https://doi.org/10.46870/jhki.v5i1.972
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vol6.iss2.art2
https://doi.org/10.20885/jeki.vol6.iss2.art2
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096517001299
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096517001299

