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ABSTRACT

This article examines the role of the most prominent regional organizations in combating economic corruption and
asserts that regional organizations can contribute to this endeavor through various mechanisms. These include
promoting cooperation and the exchange of information among member states, providing technical and financial
assistance, advancing anti-corruption norms and values, and facilitating regional cooperation in the areas of
investigation and prosecution. The article focuses on four key examples of regional institutions engaged in anti-
corruption efforts, while acknowledging that regional initiatives are not limited to these cases alone. However, it also
highlights that the multiplicity of regional instruments and institutions—some of which may overlap or even conflict
with one another—can itself pose a barrier to the effective implementation of anti-corruption measures. The article
argues that such regionalism in the fight against corruption should ideally move toward greater global convergence
centered on the United Nations Convention against Corruption.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The global concern over economic corruption

has intensified since the mid-1990s, as it
increasingly became evident that corruption
undermines governance, disrupts economic
development, and perpetuates poverty.
Various  international and  regional
conventions have emerged to address these
issues. However, despite the existence of eight
distinct international and regional
conventions, disparities among their scopes
and legal mandates have created significant
implementation challenges (Manfroni, 2003;
Milicevic, 2021; Pourrostami, 2015; Sazmand,
2010; Schoeberlein, 2020; Shirazi, 2013;
Szarek-Mason, 2010; Turner, 2011; Vaezi, 2006;
Yi Chiu & Chu Lin, 2011; Yousefian, 2007;
Yousefian Shooreh Deli, 2009). Regional
institutions, despite varying capacities and
mandates, have taken significant strides in
combating corruption through diverse
strategies such as promoting information
exchange, building institutional capacity,
encouraging normative convergence, and
facilitating legal cooperation across borders.
The current study explores four major regional
initiatives: those of Latin America, Southeast
Asia, the European Union and Council of
Europe, and the African Union, to evaluate the
roles, mechanisms, and challenges faced by
regional institutions in combating financial
corruption.
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In the Latin American context, the Inter-
American Convention Against Corruption of
1996 marked a pivotal step. As the first binding
international treaty of its kind, it obligated
signatories to criminalize various corrupt
practices and adopt preventive administrative
measures. The Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) further fortified anti-corruption
efforts by introducing mechanisms such as the
Office of Institutional Integrity, sanction
committees, and transparent procurement
frameworks (Manfroni, 2003; Turner, 2011).
These mechanisms ensure effective utilization
of development funds while promoting
accountability and integrity across projects.
The IDB’s partnerships with multilateral
organizations like the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the World
Bank further reinforce its anti-corruption
framework. In addition to punitive
mechanisms, the bank emphasizes proactive
capacity-building and education through
workshops and technical assistance, thereby
fostering a preventive institutional culture.

In Southeast Asia, the ASEAN bloc, though
diverse in political systems and development
levels, has pursued anti-corruption through
instruments such as the 2004 memorandum
of understanding among anti-corruption
agencies of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Singapore. Initiatives like the ASEAN Integrity
Dialogue and the ASEAN-Japan cooperation
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frameworks have created platforms for
experience-sharing and legal harmonization
(Pourrostami,  2015;  Sazmand, 2010;
Schoeberlein, 2020). Despite lacking a unified
anti-corruption treaty, ASEAN has cultivated
regional solidarity against corruption by
engaging civil society, enhancing procurement
transparency, and promoting national
legislation through supportive dialogue.
However, the region still struggles with legal
fragmentation, weak rule of law, lack of
transparency, and entrenched bureaucratic
corruption, especially in member states such
as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand (Yi Chiu
& Chu Lin, 2011). The heterogeneity of member
commitments and capacities further
complicates coordinated  enforcement,
suggesting a need for stronger institutional
harmonization.

The European Union (EU) and the Council of
Europe have developed some of the most
structured and institutionalized approaches to
regional anti-corruption. The EU’s Anti-
Corruption Report, although discontinued
after its first release in 2014, had a
considerable  impact in  highlighting
corruption risks, institutional gaps, and best
practices across member states. Concurrently,
the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF),
operational since 1999, investigates
misappropriation of EU funds and promotes
anti-fraud  strategies  through  policy
recommendations and cross-border
coordination (Shirazi, 2013; Szarek-Mason,
2010; Vaezi, 2006). OLAF's investigations have
led to the recovery of misused funds and the
enforcement of stronger oversight regulations.
Additionally, the Council of Europe’s Group of
States Against Corruption (GRECO), with 50
members including non-European states,
conducts peer reviews and publishes
compliance reports. These assessments have
stimulated significant legal reforms in
member states, particularly in party financing,
judicial independence, and transparency in

political processes (Milicevic, 2021; Yousefian,
2007). GRECO’s emphasis on peer pressure
and public accountability has reinforced
democratic norms and increased civil society
engagement in anti-corruption monitoring.

In Africa, where authoritarian governance and
fragile institutions frequently provide fertile
ground for systemic corruption, regional
efforts have also materialized, albeit unevenly.
The African Union Convention on Preventing
and Combating Corruption (AUCPCC),
adopted in 2003, provides a comprehensive
legal framework that emphasizes civil society
participation and the role of the media in
government oversight (Yousefian Shooreh Deli,
2009). The Southern African Development
Community (SADC) Protocol Against
Corruption (2001) and the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
Protocol (2001) reinforce similar objectives
with region-specific commitments, including
cross-border police cooperation,
harmonization of anti-bribery legislation, and
protection of whistleblowers. Nevertheless,
Africa’s regional organizations face acute
challenges due to weak institutional capacity,
lack of transparency, political instability, and
uneven ratification or implementation of
conventions. Yet these instruments mark
critical symbolic and normative progress
toward regionally coordinated anti-corruption
mechanisms.

Despite these varying efforts across regions,
the study identifies a persistent problem: a
lack of cohesion among the diverse regional
conventions. While local contextualization of
anti-corruption measures is essential, the
absence of a unified legal and institutional
framework often creates redundancies,
contradictions, or jurisdictional conflicts.
Countries party to multiple conventions may
face interpretative dilemmas in their domestic
courts, especially when obligations under
different treaties diverge. This fragmented
legal environment undermines the clarity and



effectiveness of enforcement. Therefore, a key
recommendation emerging from this analysis
is the need for global convergence toward the
United  Nations Convention  Against
Corruption (UNCAC) as the singular
authoritative legal framework. By reinforcing
political commitment, investing  in
institutional  capacity, and enhancing
transparency, regional organizations can
better align their efforts with global standards
and maximize the impact of anti-corruption
initiatives.

The conclusion emphasizes the critical role of
regional institutions in the fight against
corruption, particularly in promoting tailored
strategies adapted to local realities. However,
it also acknowledges that the future success of
such regional mechanisms lies in their ability
to integrate, rather than compete with,
broader international efforts. A unified global
approach anchored in UNCAC, supported by
robust  political will and effective
implementation mechanisms at the regional
level, is essential for sustained progress in
anti-corruption governance.
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