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ABSTRACT

This article provides a comparative analysis of social security laws with reference to the theories of John
Maynard Keynes and Imam Ali (AS). The objective of this research is to offer a robust theoretical
framework for the formulation and revision of social security laws, considering the economic and social
perspectives of these two prominent figures. The first part examines the lives and works of Keynes and
Imam Ali (AS) and analyzes their theoretical principles. Findings indicate that both theorists emphasized
the active role of the state in the economy and the importance of equitable wealth distribution. Keynes
focused on fiscal and monetary policies as tools to stimulate aggregate demand and create employment,
while Imam Ali (AS) stressed social justice and the protection of the rights of the poor, both highlighting
the significance of public welfare and the reduction of social inequalities. The second part conducts a
comparative analysis of Iran's social security laws based on the views of Keynes and Imam Ali (AS).
Finally, recommendations are made to improve the social security system, including strengthening
financial resources, expanding insurance coverage, enhancing service quality, increasing transparency
and oversight, promoting public education, and fostering cultural awareness. This research can serve as
a basis for future studies and legal reforms in the field of social security.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study is to provide a

comparative analysis of social security laws
through the lens of the economic theories of
John Maynard Keynes and the social justice
principles espoused by Imam Ali (AS). The
rationale behind selecting these two figures
lies in their influential perspectives on
economic policies and social welfare, despite
their vastly different historical and cultural
contexts. Keynes, a prominent 20th-century
economist, revolutionized economic thought
with his emphasis on government intervention
and fiscal policies to manage economic cycles
(Aspromourgos, 2018). Imam Ali (AS), the first
Imam of Shia Islam and a pivotal figure in
Islamic history, advocated for social justice
and the equitable distribution of wealth as
foundational principles of governance
(Dzukroni & Afandi, 2023; Hartati, 2024;
Mustofa & Janatin, 2023). By examining their
theories, this study aims to draw actionable
insights for improving contemporary social

security systems.

John Maynard Keynes' contributions to
economic theory, particularly his work "The
General Theory of Employment, Interest, and
Money" (1936), underscore the importance of
government intervention in stabilizing
economies. Keynes argued that during periods
of economic downturn, private sector demand
often falls short, leading to unemployment and
underutilized resources. To counteract this, he
proposed that governments should engage in
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counter-cyclical fiscal policies, such as
increasing public expenditure and -cutting
taxes to boost aggregate demand (Sutch, 2018).
Keynes believed that such measures would not
only stabilize economies but also promote full
employment and economic growth. His
advocacy for active fiscal policy and
government intervention has profoundly
influenced modern economic policy-making
(Barnett, 2017).

Imam Ali (AS), on the other hand, emphasized
the ethical dimensions of governance, with a
strong focus on justice, equity, and the
protection of the underprivileged. His
governance principles, as articulated in Nahj
al-Balagha, reflect a deep commitment to
social welfare. Imam Ali (AS) stressed the
responsibility of the state to ensure the well-
being of its citizens, particularly the poor and
marginalized. He famously wrote in his letter
to Malik al-Ashtar, his appointed governor of
Egypt, to "take care of the poor, for they have
rights upon you. Give them a share from the
public funds, as this is their rightful due" (Nahj
al-Balagha, Letter 53) (Bahramian et al., 2023;
Morshedzad, 2017; Vosoghi Long et al., 20109;
Zareei & Araei, 2021). This directive illustrates
Imam Ali's (AS) belief in the proactive role of
the state in redistributing wealth to achieve
social justice.

In comparing the principles of Keynes and
Imam Ali (AS), it becomes evident that both
advocate for a significant role of the state in
ensuring economic stability and social welfare,



albeit through different mechanisms. Keynes
focused on economic policies to manage
demand and employment, while Imam Ali
(AS) emphasized moral and ethical
governance to protect the rights of the
disadvantaged. This convergence in their
thinking suggests a comprehensive approach
to social security that incorporates both
economic and ethical considerations. For
instance, Keynes' idea of counter-cyclical fiscal
policy can be seen as a practical
implementation of Imam Ali's (AS) principle
of proactive governance to support the
vulnerable during economic hardships
(Aspromourgos, 2018; Idris & Paulus, 2020;
Mustofa & Janatin, 2023).

A critical examination of Iran's current social
security laws reveals areas of alignment and
divergence with the principles advocated by
Keynes and Imam Ali (AS). Iran's social
security system, established by the Social
Security Act of 1975, provides a range of
benefits including pensions, disability, and
unemployment insurance. However, the
system faces significant challenges such as
financial sustainability, coverage gaps, and
inefficiencies in service delivery (Bahramian et
al., 2023; Morshedzad, 2017). By applying
Keynesian principles, Iran could enhance the
financial sustainability of its social security
funds through counter-cyclical fiscal measures
that stimulate economic growth and increase
revenue (Sutch, 2018). Similarly,
incorporating Imam Ali's (AS) emphasis on
social justice could drive reforms aimed at
expanding coverage and ensuring equitable
access to benefits for all citizens, especially
marginalized groups.

The comparison of global social security
models further underscores the potential for
improvement in Iran's system. Countries like
Sweden and Germany, known for their robust
social security systems, provide valuable
lessons in terms of comprehensive coverage,

financial sustainability, and high-quality
service delivery (Karsten, 1997). For instance,
Sweden's approach to universal coverage and
its proactive labor market policies align with
Keynesian  principles of government
intervention to maintain full employment. At
the same time, Germany's emphasis on social
equity and its extensive support for the
unemployed resonate with the ethical
governance advocated by Imam Ali (AS)
(Aspromourgos, 2018). By adopting best
practices from these countries and aligning
them with the theoretical insights from Keynes
and Imam Ali (AS), Iran can develop a more
effective and just social security system.

In conclusion, this study highlights the
complementary nature of Keynesian economic
principles and Imam Ali's (AS) social justice
ethos in the context of social security laws. By
integrating these perspectives, policymakers
can design social security systems that are not
only economically robust but also ethically
sound. The recommendations derived from
this comparative analysis include enhancing
financial resources through counter-cyclical
fiscal policies, expanding insurance coverage,
improving service quality, and promoting
transparency and public trust. Future research
should focus on detailed case studies of
successful social security reforms in other
countries and explore their applicability in
different cultural and economic contexts. This
interdisciplinary approach promises to yield
comprehensive strategies for advancing social
welfare and reducing inequalities in
contemporary societies.
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