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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the conditions and consequences of flagrant offenses
(caught-in-the-act crimes) in Iranian and American law using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings suggest
that such a comparative approach can contribute to a better understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of
each legal system and offer recommendations for improving domestic legislation. In Iranian law, a flagrant offense
refers to a crime for which sufficient evidence of its commission exists either during the act orimmediately afterward.
Due to its obvious nature, this type of crime necessitates a more expedited investigation and prosecution process.
A similar concept exists in American law, referred to as an "open" or "in-progress" crime. In the American legal
system, law enforcement officers are authorized to arrest suspects without a judicial warrant, provided there is
sufficient evidence of a crime having occurred. The main differences between the Iranian and American legal
systems are observable in various aspects, including their approach to flagrant offenses, the authority granted to
the police, and the conditions under which an arrest can be made without a warrant. In Iran, Islamic law and religious
principles serve as the primary foundation for defining legal frameworks. These laws place significant emphasis on
religious and Sharia-based concepts and may sometimes offer specific interpretations of what constitutes a flagrant
offense. In contrast, the American legal system is based on constitutional principles and civil rights. In the United
States, individual freedoms and civil liberties hold considerable importance, and the laws are structured in a way
that seeks to safeguard these rights. For instance, in the U.S., police officers generally require a judicial warrant to
make an arrest, except in particular circumstances where the crime is evident and ongoing. Meanwhile, in Iran,
police authority may be broader in some cases, and the criteria for warrantless arrests may be defined differently.
These distinctions illustrate the influence of culture, religion, and historical background on the legal systems of the
two countries and demonstrate how social and political values can shape the legal framework.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

Environmental protection has emerged as a
top priority for global policymakers in recent
decades due to rapid urbanization,
industrialization, and climate change. These
developments have led to widespread
concerns about the degradation of natural
resources, loss of Dbiodiversity, and
environmental pollution (Ostrom, 2009; UN
Programme, 2021). In response, countries have
established comprehensive environmental
laws to guide human activities toward
sustainable development (Lazarus, 2008;
Percival et al., 2018; Sachs, 2015). Such
legislation not only provides a legal framework
for managing natural resources and
controlling pollution but also regulates the
complex interactions between government,
industry, and citizens (Environmental
Protection Agency, 2022; Rockstrom et al.,
2013).

Iran and the United States, despite having
distinct  political  systems, economic
conditions, and geographic contexts, have
both developed extensive bodies of
environmental law. The U.S. has implemented
powerful frameworks like the Clean Air Act
(CAA), Clean Water Act (CWA), and National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), all of which
are enforced through strong regulatory
mechanisms and independent oversight
agencies like the Environmental Protection
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Agency (EPA) (IPCC, 2021; Lazarus, 2008;
Percival et al., 2018). Iran, meanwhile, has
enacted legislation such as the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act and the
Clean Air Act, but its environmental
governance suffers from weak enforcement,
institutional ~ overlap, and  budgetary
constraints.

Notable differences between the two countries
include the robustness of legal enforcement,
the presence of independent institutions, and
the degree of public participation. The U.S.
system emphasizes legal accountability and
transparency, often through mechanisms such
as the Freedom of Information Act, while
Iran's system is hindered by limited public
access to environmental data and less
transparent decision-making processes (Anabi
& Jalali, 2022; Ramazani et al., 2016).
Internationally, while both countries have
signed  key  environmental treaties,
implementation varies significantly—U.S.
participation is influenced by shifting political
priorities, and Iran’s adherence is constrained
by financial and structural challenges
(Solaymani, 2021).

Despite increasing research on environmental
legislation, comparative legal studies between
countries like Iran and the U.S. remain
limited. Garcia (2022) emphasizes that a lack
of comparative research across governance
systems constitutes a major academic gap
(Anabi & Jalali, 2022). Therefore, this study



aims to fill that void by offering a detailed
comparative analysis of environmental law in
Iran and the United States, identifying both
shared principles and structural divergences,
and proposing actionable policy reforms for
Iran based on successful U.S. models.

Methods and Materials
The  research  followed a  layered
methodological  framework based on

Saunders’ research onion, incorporating a
systematic review, comparative analysis, and
content analysis. At the paradigm level, the
study adopted a positivist orientation
complemented by interpretive and critical
approaches to explore the structural and
procedural aspects of environmental law in
both countries.

A mixed-methods design was employed,
combining qualitative content analysis with
descriptive quantitative techniques. Data were
collected from 35 peer-reviewed articles, 15
environmental laws from Iran, and 15 from the
United States. The selection of literature
followed PRISMA guidelines and included
high-impact international studies, official
legal documents, and national legislative texts.
Analytical tools such as MAXQDA and
VOSviewer were used to code, visualize, and
interpret key environmental governance
indicators.

Comparative indicators included: the role of
independent oversight bodies, enforceability
of legal sanctions, use of environmental
impact assessments (EIA), application of the
polluter pays principle, public access to
environmental data, and integration of
international commitments. Legal documents
were mapped across these indicators to assess
policy alignment, institutional strength, and
implementation effectiveness.

Findings

The analysis revealed that while both countries
have developed extensive environmental
legislation, the U.S. system is significantly
more effective in terms of enforcement, public

accountability, and institutional
independence. The Clean Air Act and Clean
Water Act in the U.S. have led to measurable
reductions in industrial pollution, largely due
to stringent monitoring, periodic reporting
requirements, and legal penalties for non-
compliance.

The EPA plays a central role in enforcing U.S.
laws through mechanisms such as permitting
systems, environmental audits, and litigation
against violators. In contrast, Iran’s
environmental laws, while broad in scope—
covering biodiversity, air quality, waste
management, and soil protection—lack robust
enforcement. The absence of an independent
regulatory  body, weak inter-agency
coordination, and inconsistent policy
implementation are major barriers.

The trend analysis of research output showed
a growing international focus on
environmental laws, particularly in the U.S,,
where academic output peaked in 2021.
However, in Iran, environmental law research
remains scattered and less institutionally
developed. Most Iranian authors have
published only one article each on the topic,
indicating limited scholarly engagement.
Moreover, policy tools such as tax incentives
for green industries and public engagement
through environmental impact disclosures are
widely used in the U.S. but are virtually absent
in Iran. The study also found that although
Iran has joined key international agreements
like the Kyoto Protocol and Convention on
Biological Diversity, domestic implementation
is hindered by resource limitations and lack of
legal enforcement.

Network  analysis  using  VOSviewer
demonstrated that U.S. laws are systematically
interconnected across themes like pollution
control, climate mitigation, biodiversity
protection, and public health, while Iranian
laws appear more fragmented and reactive.
The MAXQDA analysis further confirmed that
the U.S. employs a proactive regulatory model,
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whereas Iran often applies environmental law
as a remedial measure after environmental
degradation has occurred.

Discussion and Conclusion

The comparative analysis underscores the
critical role of institutional frameworks and
legal enforcement in ensuring the
effectiveness of environmental laws. The U.S.
model, built on strong regulatory oversight,
independent institutions, and active public
participation, has achieved notable success in
reducing pollution and promoting sustainable
practices. These elements are largely absent or
underdeveloped in the Iranian context.

Iran's environmental legislation, though
theoretically comprehensive, suffers in
practice due to weak governance, inadequate
funding, and poor inter-agency coordination.
Enforcement is further undermined by low
transparency and limited civic engagement. In
order to improve its environmental
governance, Iran should consider reforms
such as establishing independent regulatory
bodies, increasing transparency in
environmental reporting, and adopting
stronger financial incentives for compliance.
The study highlights the value of comparative
legal analysis in identifying policy transfer
opportunities and improving domestic
legislation. By learning from the U.S. model,
Iran can enhance its legal and institutional
capacities for environmental protection.
Recommendations include adopting
environmental impact assessments as
mandatory procedures, implementing the
polluter pays principle more strictly, and
encouraging private sector participation
through green tax incentives.
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