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ABSTRACT

Given that international crimes constitute one of the primary sources of insecurity and fear in the international
community—often manifesting as widespread and irreparable offenses—addressing the issue of prosecuting
international crimes not only contributes to the development and vitality of the international legal system, but also
facilitates the ability of victims of such crimes to seek reparation for the harm they have suffered. This process
ultimately promotes the maintenance of international order and enhances the satisfaction of the global community.
The objective of the present study is to elucidate the judicial criminal policy of Iran in confronting international crimes.
The study has been conducted using a descriptive and analytical method. The findings indicate that Iran’s judicial
criminal policy is grounded in prevention, cooperation, and the punishment of international criminals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
International crimes have historically been

among the gravest threats to global peace and
human dignity, often leading to catastrophic
consequences such as genocide, crimes against
humanity, and transnational violence. Their
prosecution plays a vital role in the evolution
of international law and the enhancement of
global order. The Islamic Republic of Iran,
situated in a geopolitically strategic region,
finds itself at the nexus of international
criminal challenges and responsibilities. Its
involvement in international criminal justice
is twofold: first, as a state actor bound by
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treaties and conventions, and second, as a
nation affected by and influential in regional
conflicts, human trafficking, drug smuggling,
terrorism, and corruption. Thus, Iran's judicial
criminal policy must not only align with its
domestic legal frameworks but also
synchronize with international standards to
fulfill its obligations toward humanity. Several
scholars underscore the need for Iran to adopt
the principle of universal jurisdiction and
develop domestic criminal frameworks to
prosecute international crimes effectively. For

instance, = Afkhami emphasizes Iran's
responsibility in maintaining international
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peace through the exercise of global
jurisdiction in its courts (Afkhami, 2023), while
Goldouzian highlights the need for specialized
courts and trained judges familiar with
international criminal law to close existing
legal gaps (Goldouzian et al., 2018). Moreover,
Shirvani notes that despite Iran’s non-
membership in the International Criminal
Court (ICC), Article 9 of the Islamic Penal
Code provides a gateway for domestic
prosecution of international crimes when
grounded in international legal principles
(Shirvani, 2013).

The conceptual foundations of international
crimes lie in their recognition by the
international community, either through
customary international law or treaty
obligations. Crimes such as genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and
aggression are universally condemned and
regarded as offenses against the collective
conscience of humanity. According to
Delkhosh, international crimes transcend
national boundaries, making it imperative for
their prosecution to fall under broader
international jurisdiction, rather than being
confined to the states where they occurred
(Delkhosh, 2011). Barani also stresses that such
crimes cannot be classified solely through
domestic legal definitions but must derive
their criminal status from international norms
and conventions (Barani, 2013). It is essential
to distinguish international crimes from global
crimes—whereas the  former  violate
international legal norms and target peace and
human dignity, the latter, including offenses
like money laundering and cybercrime,
undermine global order but lack the legal and
moral gravity of crimes under the Rome
Statute. Despite their differences, both
categories require a robust judicial response
due to their transnational nature and the
participation of organized, often state-
sponsored actors. The scope and magnitude of
these crimes demand that states, including

Iran, not only participate in prosecution
efforts but also embrace mechanisms of
international = cooperation to  ensure
accountability and reparation.

Iran’s  criminal policy response to
international crimes is shaped by its legal
commitments under the United Nations
Charter and various international treaties.
These obligations impose on the Iranian state
the duty to promote international peace,
cooperate in addressing humanitarian issues,
and ensure equal protection of human rights.
Iran has ratified significant international
instruments such as the UN Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and
the UN Convention against Corruption,
integrating them into its domestic legal system
through legislative ratification. Beigzadeh
argues that although international documents
do not impose explicit obligations on states to
prevent international crimes, the underlying
spirit of these instruments mandates proactive
prevention  strategies that encompass
intelligence  sharing, law enforcement
collaboration, and institutional reforms
(Beigzadeh, 2010). Rahimi Nejad also observes
that traditional policing measures are
insufficient to prevent these sophisticated
crimes, which often involve powerful actors
operating beyond conventional jurisdictions
(Rahimi Nejad, 2009). Iran has thus taken
steps such as constructing border walls,
engaging in regional partnerships, and
forming bilateral agreements to prevent cross-
border crimes including drug trafficking and
human smuggling. Moreover, the judiciary’s
designated responsibility under Article 156 of
the Constitution to organize crime prevention
programs necessitates cross-sectoral
cooperation—something that remains a legal
and administrative challenge due to the lack of
enabling ordinary legislation.

International cooperation is central to Iran’s
strategy for addressing international crimes.
Given that such offenses often involve more



than one jurisdiction, no single state can
effectively tackle them in isolation.
International collaboration encompasses a
range of mechanisms including mutual legal
assistance, extradition, and recognition of
foreign judgments. Interpol, as highlighted by
Khaleghi and Qepanchi, plays a pivotal role in
facilitating global criminal investigations by
enabling real-time data exchange, fingerprint
analysis, and suspect tracking across borders
(Khaleghi, 2014; Qepanchi & Safari, 2014). Iran
has been a member of Interpol since 1923 and
actively participates in its initiatives, especially
those focused on drug trafficking and
organized crime. The Iranian Interpol office
functions as the sole communication channel
between Iranian law enforcement and foreign
counterparts, facilitating arrests and data
exchange. Additionally, Iran has entered
several bilateral treaties for extradition and
the recognition of foreign criminal judgments,
though subject to certain religious and
constitutional constraints. For example, the
Guardian Council has ruled that foreign
judgments issued by non-Muslim judges
cannot be enforced if they conflict with Islamic
principles. Still, Article 169 of the Civil
Judgments  Enforcement Act  allows
enforcement of such rulings if specific
conditions—including mutual recognition,
compatibility with public order, and finality of
judgment—are satisfied.

Despite its non-ratification of the Rome
Statute, Iran’s domestic judiciary plays a
partial role in prosecuting international
crimes. Prosecution typically starts at the
national level under the oversight of the Office
of International Affairs within the judiciary,
which manages mutual legal assistance,
extradition  requests, and diplomatic
communications. Domestic prosecution of
international crimes is conducted under the
authority of general or specialized criminal
courts, though Iran currently lacks dedicated
tribunals for such cases. Nevertheless, recent

developments—including plans to establish a
special court complex in Tehran to handle
international crimes—suggest growing
institutional interest. The scope of this
proposed court includes offenses such as
terrorism, human trafficking, cross-border
crimes, and violations against Iranian
nationals abroad. Importantly, Shirvani notes
that Article 9 of the Islamic Penal Code could
serve as a foundation for adjudicating crimes
not expressly listed in Iranian law but
recognized under customary international law
or international treaties (Shirvani, 2013).
Moreover, the proposed judicial complex aims
to assert Iran’s sovereign capacity to respond
to foreign interventions and to protect the
rights of its citizens through legal means,
thereby enhancing both national and
international legitimacy.

Although Iran is not a member of the
International Criminal Court, its domestic law
permits limited engagement with
international criminal mechanisms,
particularly in areas not exclusively reserved
for the ICC. Barani explains that the nature of
international crimes—whether committed by
non-state actors, within foreign jurisdictions,
or affecting multiple nationalities—requires
supplementary national measures to ensure
justice (Barani, 2013). Delkhosh reinforces this
view by emphasizing that prosecution cannot
rely solely on international mechanisms,
especially when states fail to cooperate or
when political constraints hinder the ICC’s
involvement  (Delkhosh, 2011). Iran’s
prosecution of international crimes must thus
rely on domestic jurisdiction bolstered by
international norms, consistent with Article
167 of the Constitution, which mandates
judges to rule even in the absence of explicit
statutory guidance, using Islamic
jurisprudence or international customs where
applicable. However, this raises concerns
about the legality principle, as criminal law
traditionally does not admit non-codified
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sources like custom. Therefore, while Iran’s
legal system may draw from international
standards to address international crimes,
such engagement requires judicial innovation,
legislative clarity, and specialized legal
training to maintain compliance with both
domestic and global legal expectations.

In conclusion, Iran’s judicial criminal policy
concerning international crimes is
multifaceted and dynamic, involving
prevention, cooperation, and punishment. The
country’s strategic initiatives—ranging from
participating in Interpol and ratifying
international conventions, to constructing
legal and physical barriers against
transnational crime—underscore its
commitment to fulfilling international
obligations. Yet, persistent challenges remain,
such as the absence of specialized courts and
statutory incorporation of international
criminal offenses. To address these gaps, Iran
must advance legal reforms that promote
judicial specialization, expand its treaty
obligations, and integrate international norms
into  domestic law.  Establishing a
comprehensive and proactive criminal justice
framework is crucial not only for upholding
the rule of law but also for contributing to the
collective efforts of the global community in
eradicating  impunity and  sustaining
international peace.
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