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ABSTRACT

The influence of social media and public opinion pressure on criminal policy is one of the critical and complex issues
in the fields of legal and criminological studies. In the digital age, social media serves as a powerful tool in shaping
public opinion and influencing state policies and decisions regarding the handling of violent crimes. This
phenomenon not only raises public awareness about the occurrence of violent offenses but also exerts significant
social and political pressure on judicial and governmental authorities to respond more swiftly in such cases. The
present study examines how social media and public opinion impact criminal policy and judicial decision-making in
the context of violent crimes and analyzes the effects of these interactions on legal reforms and penal strategies.
Ultimately, the findings reveal that, at times, pressure resulting from the rapid reactions of public opinion may lead
to hasty and unprofessional criminal decisions, which in turn can generate new challenges within the criminal justice
process. Therefore, this study highlights the necessity of maintaining a balance between prompt responses to social
pressures and adherence to legal principles in addressing violent crimes.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rapid proliferation of social media has

ushered in transformative changes in how
crime, justice, and public sentiment intersect
in contemporary societies. At the forefront of
these changes is the capacity of social media
platforms to shape public opinion through
real-time dissemination of crime-related
content. This phenomenon has fundamentally
altered the dynamics of criminal policy,
particularly concerning violent crimes. As
media narratives amplify high-profile
incidents, public perception is quickly
mobilized, often  preceding  judicial
assessments and verdicts. Media-driven
representations, especially those involving
images, videos, and emotive language, have
become instrumental in constructing societal
attitudes toward crime and punishment (Kshy
et al., 2015). The influence is so pervasive that
legal institutions, including prosecutors and
judges, are increasingly pressured to respond
promptly and decisively. The postmodern
criminological perspective underscores this
shift by critiquing traditional criminology’s
focus on individual pathology and
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emphasizing instead the systemic roles of
media, power structures, and social constructs
in crime representation (Najafi Abrandabadi &
Hamid, 2012; Rahimi Nejad & Sadeghi, 2017).
These theoretical insights demonstrate that
media narratives are not neutral but are
filtered through economic and political
imperatives that selectively frame certain
crimes while marginalizing others.
Consequently, social media does not merely
inform the public—it engineers consensus and
dissent, often setting the agenda for criminal
justice policy reform, whether driven by
outrage, fear, or demands for retribution.

Moreover, social media’s interactive nature
enables citizens to participate in constructing
public discourse around -criminal events.
Unlike traditional media, platforms like
Twitter, Facebook, and Telegram allow users
to comment, share, and generate content,
blurring the lines between media consumer
and producer. This participatory model not
only democratizes access to information but
also accelerates the formation of collective
opinion. Research indicates that in regions like



Europe, as early as 2002, up to 95% of citizens
relied on media as their primary source of
crime information (Gardner, 2009). This
reliance positions social media as both a
mirror and a mold of public sentiment. As
content circulates—often stripped of legal
nuance—citizens construct premature
judgments about guilt or innocence, thereby
influencing judicial narratives before legal
proceedings commence. Case studies, such as
the 2010 murder of Rouhollah Dadashi,
illustrate how viral public reaction expedited
judicial action, culminating in swift sentencing
and execution under intense social pressure.
Similarly, graphic content from the murder of
Mona Heydari provoked widespread outrage
and fueled ethical debates about the
publication of sensitive material. These
incidents reveal a dual-edged dynamic: while
social media galvanizes calls for justice and
transparency, it also risks violating ethical and
legal standards, such as the presumption of
innocence and due process (Shams Natari,
2004).

The entanglement of social media and public
opinion becomes especially complex when
analyzed through the lens of mass psychology
and sociology. Humans, as inherently social
beings, are influenced by the collective
judgments and emotional climate of their
communities (Kwon et al., 2013; Rahman
Zadeh, 2010). Public opinion, formed through
shared narratives and emotional resonance,
can establish dominant discourses around
crime that override judicial impartiality. This
creates a condition where the judiciary,
consciously or otherwise, may be compelled to
align with public expectations. One of the most
significant outcomes of this alignment is the
erosion of the confidentiality of legal
proceedings. The dissemination of suspect
identities and ongoing investigations through
media leaks undermines both procedural
integrity and the dignity of the accused
(Tavajohi et al., 2013). Furthermore, such

exposure can intimidate witnesses and skew
evidentiary interpretations. The judiciary,
ideally an insulated institution, becomes
susceptible to public mood swings, especially
in high-stakes violent crime cases. Legal
principles such as the impartiality of judges
and confidentiality of  preliminary
investigations are increasingly at risk, not by
legislative repeal but through informal social
pressures reinforced by media practices
(Arghavani Pirsalami, 2017). These
developments complicate the normative goal
of justice as a balanced, evidence-based
enterprise.

Another dimension of this intricate
relationship involves the proliferation of
misinformation. In today’s digital ecosystem,
social media serves not only as an information
highway but also as a conduit for falsehoods,
distortions, and  sensationalism. The
emergence of the “post-truth” era, marked by
a preference for emotionally resonant
narratives over factual accuracy, further
complicates the interface between public
opinion and criminal justice (Celik, 2021).
Research shows that platforms like Facebook
and Twitter are often manipulated through
fake accounts and unverified content to
manufacture consent or provoke public unrest
(Taha Gedikli, 2020). This manipulative
capacity  raises concerns over the
weaponization of information, particularly
during sensitive  legal proceedings.
Institutions once perceived as arbiters of
truth—such as courts—now contend with
parallel trials conducted on social media,
where virality and narrative control supplant
judicial deliberation. Notably, fabricated
crime stories or exaggerated depictions of
violence have led to widespread moral panic,
undermining public trust in legal processes
and encouraging vigilantism (Golbaghi
Masouleh, 2020). The ethical implications are
profound: when perception becomes reality,
legal outcomes are no longer determined
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solely by statutes and facts, but by collective
emotions swayed by trending content and
media spectacles.

In addressing the policy implications of these
shifts, scholars advocate for a recalibration of
the criminal justice system’s interaction with
media. While public engagement is a
cornerstone of democratic accountability, it
must not compromise legal objectivity. The
tension lies in balancing societal demand for
rapid justice with the foundational legal
principle of presumed innocence.
Comparative legal frameworks illustrate
varied approaches: some jurisdictions
integrate media protocols within judicial
processes, while others impose strict penalties
for pre-trial publicity and media interference.
Nevertheless, the overarching challenge
remains—how to harness the positive
dimensions of public scrutiny while shielding
judicial integrity from populist distortions.
This conundrum is particularly visible in
countries undergoing social transformation,
where legal institutions are simultaneously
building credibility and responding to mass-
mediated crises. In this context, media literacy
becomes critical—not just among the public
but within the judiciary itself. Judges,
prosecutors, and lawmakers must be trained
to navigate media-saturated environments
without forfeiting analytical rigor or
procedural fairness. Moreover, civil society
organizations can serve as mediators,
translating public concerns into structured
advocacy without inciting destabilizing
reactions. Their role in maintaining a
constructive feedback loop between the public
and legal system is vital for sustaining both
justice and democratic resilience (Ghyasi,
2006; Mozen Zadeh & Amiri, 2022).

In conclusion, the interplay between social
media, public opinion, and criminal justice
reveals a landscape redefined by immediacy,
visibility, and mass participation. While the
capacity of social media to democratize

information and amplify voices is laudable, it
also introduces vulnerabilities that challenge
the core values of legal systems. The
representation of violent crime online exerts a
tangible influence on judicial behavior, often
narrowing the space for deliberation and
increasing the potential for disproportionate
sentencing. At the same time, the media’s
watchdog function remains essential in
exposing institutional failures and mobilizing
reform. The task ahead is to institutionalize
safeguards that ensure this power is exercised
responsibly. This includes developing legal
frameworks to manage pre-trial publicity,
enhancing the judiciary’s resilience to external
pressures, and fostering a public discourse
grounded in both empathy and evidence. Only
through such multidimensional strategies can
the dual goals of justice and democratic
engagement be simultaneously advanced.
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