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ABSTRACT

Various perspectives exist regarding human rights in the Qur'an and other Islamic sources. The issue of human
rights is considered one of the most important and prominent topics in human life, particularly in the Holy Qur'an
and Islamic Sharia. The present paper aims, through a library-based and analytical method, to compare and
examine the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in light of Islamic teachings, identifying and analyzing points of
conflict. The findings revealed that the rights outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are not
comprehensive. Human rights in Islamic teachings are superior due to their holistic nature and the dominance of
divine law in their formulation. Despite the numerous commonalities between the legal foundations in Islamic
teachings and those in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the differing perspectives on the origin of rights
and the nature of humanity have led to significant divergence. The drafters of the Declaration generally adopt a
one-dimensional approach in the context of civil society and do not pay adequate attention to the divine, spiritual,
and eschatological aspects of human existence. In other words, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is
largely anthropocentric, whereas human rights in Islamic teachings are fundamentally theocentric.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The discourse surrounding human rights has

long stood at the intersection of legal theory,
religious philosophy, and political ideology.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), adopted in 1948, represents a
comprehensive document that articulates a
vision of human dignity rooted in
Enlightenment ideals and a secular,
anthropocentric worldview. By contrast,
Islamic teachings articulate a conception of
rights that is fundamentally theocentric,
emphasizing divine sovereignty, moral
responsibility, and eschatological
accountability. The article under discussion
delves into the core conflicts between these
two paradigms by employing an analytical-
comparative approach. It critically evaluates
the philosophical foundations and legal
implications of human rights from both
perspectives, questioning the supposed
universality of the UDHR. While it
acknowledges the overlap in certain human
values—such as the sanctity of life and the
imperative for justice—it underscores the
irreconcilability between the two frameworks
regarding the origin of rights, the purpose of
human existence, and the obligations inherent
in moral agency. The article posits that the
UDHR, by decoupling human dignity from
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divine command, renders itself normatively
incomplete in religiously grounded societies,
especially those influenced by Islamic
jurisprudence. This clash of paradigms—
secular versus sacred—thus underlies much of
the global debate on the legitimacy and
applicability of international human rights
norms.

At the core of Islamic thought is the notion that
all rights ultimately derive from God. This
perspective is anchored in the ontological
premise that humans are not autonomous
beings, but rather divine trustees whose moral
and legal status is contingent upon their
relationship with their Creator. Islamic human
rights doctrines, as articulated by scholars
such as (Javadi Amoli, 1996) and (Mesbah
Yazdi, 2001), reject the idea that humans can
be the sole source or arbiters of their own
rights. Instead, rights are viewed as divinely
granted trusts, with responsibilities attached
to each entitlement. The article elaborates that
justice in Islam is not synonymous with
equality but is instead construed as
proportional responsibility—each person is
accountable according to their divinely
ordained station and capacities. This
conceptualization diverges sharply from the
UDHR’s egalitarianism, which is grounded in
the secular doctrines of liberal individualism



and natural law theory. As (Sadeghi Jabdarghi,
2011) notes, the UDHR’s justice-as-equality
framework fails to account for moral variance
and spiritual duty, making it incompatible
with a theocentric ethical system. The article
meticulously contrasts Islamic
epistemological sources—namely the Qur’an,
Sunnah, rational intellect (aql), and scholarly
consensus (ijma)—with the Enlightenment-
inspired rationalism and individualism that
underpin modern human rights theory.

The article also explores the theological
anthropology of Islam, which sees humans as
dual entities composed of body and soul,
temporality and eternity. Islamic texts such as
the Qur'an emphasize human dignity as
deriving from one's ability to fulfill divine
commands, not merely from existence as a
species. For example, (Eslami, 2012)
emphasizes that human dignity is conditional
and dynamic—retained through righteousness
and lost through spiritual failure. This
understanding challenges the absolute,
unconditional notion of human dignity
promoted in the UDHR, which asserts that
every person is born with inalienable rights
regardless of belief, behavior, or spiritual
orientation. The article argues that this
disjunction stems from fundamentally
different cosmological and metaphysical
assumptions: the UDHR presumes a closed
material world governed by human reason,
while Islamic thought operates within a
metaphysical framework in which divine
revelation is the highest authority. This
divergence shapes contrasting approaches to
rights, duties, and the very meaning of
freedom.

The article provides an in-depth examination
of the epistemological assumptions underlying
each paradigm. In Islamic teachings,
knowledge of human rights is derived not
solely from empirical observation or rational
deduction but from divine revelation and
prophetic tradition. This epistemology posits

that human reason alone is insufficient for
discerning the full moral landscape,
particularly concerning eschatological
consequences and metaphysical truths. In
contrast, the Enlightenment model upon
which the UDHR is based presumes that
universal moral truths can be discerned
through unaided reason, as articulated by
thinkers like Kant, Locke, and Rousseau.
(Barghamadi, 2021) and (Elahitabar, 2013)
provide critical analyses of this intellectual
legacy, demonstrating how its emphasis on
human autonomy and subjective moral
reasoning leads to relativistic ethics
incompatible with Islamic moral realism. The
article critiques the UDHR’s implicit trust in
rational consensus and empirical universality,
arguing that such faith overlooks the cultural
and spiritual pluralism that defines human
civilizations. By framing morality as a product
of collective human agreement rather than
divine ordinance, the UDHR inadvertently
marginalizes faith-based moral systems.

Another dimension of conflict explored in the
article is political ontology. The Islamic
framework posits a world in which divine
sovereignty extends into every aspect of life,
including governance, law, and interpersonal
relations. This contrasts with the UDHR's
presumption of secular governance and legal
autonomy. (Katouzian, 1978) and (Mir Mousavi
& Haghighat, 1997) underscore that in Islamic
jurisprudence, the legitimacy of law depends
on its consonance with divine will.
Consequently, political structures must align
with Sharia to be considered just. The article
illustrates how the UDHR’s secularism, by
excluding divine authority from its legal
architecture, clashes with Islamic conceptions
of governance, wherein moral and legal
authority must be derived from God. This
leads to tensions in areas such as religious
freedom, freedom of expression, and family
law, where international norms often demand
concessions that would compromise religious
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integrity. The article concludes that attempts
to reconcile these frameworks must go beyond
superficial harmonization and address their
foundational disagreements on authority,
morality, and the ends of human life.

In conclusion, the article argues that while
significant areas of convergence exist between
Islamic teachings and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights—particularly in
affirming the sanctity of life, the imperative of
justice, and the prohibition of oppression—the
two systems remain fundamentally distinct in
their assumptions and objectives. The UDHR
promotes an anthropocentric and secular
model of human dignity and autonomy,
grounded in liberal individualism and rational
empiricism. Islamic teachings, by contrast,
espouse a theocentric model rooted in divine
sovereignty, moral obligation, and spiritual
purpose. These paradigmatic differences
render full harmonization unlikely, though not
impossible. Constructive dialogue requires
acknowledgment of these foundational
divergences and a commitment to mutual
respect, rather than attempts to subsume one
framework under the logic of another. By
framing the conversation as a dialogue of
civilizations rather than a contest of
ideologies, scholars and policymakers can
move toward a more inclusive and pluralistic
understanding of human rights that respects
both secular and sacred sources of moral
authority.
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