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ABSTRACT

This article examines and compares animal rights in Islam and international law, drawing on the theories
of Peter Singer and Allameh Tabataba'i. Initially, it explores the jurisprudential and ethical foundations of
animal rights in Islam and the influence of Quranic principles and prophetic traditions on Allameh
Tabataba'i's views. Subsequently, the history and evolution of animal rights in international law and the
impact of Peter Singer's theories on the formulation of international treaties and laws are analyzed. The
article also includes case studies on the conditions of animals in slaughterhouses, the use of animals in
scientific research, and the rights of domestic animals. The conclusion summarizes the discussions and
provides suggestions for improving and developing animal rights. Additionally, the mutual influences of
Singer and Tabataba'i's theories on the future development of animal rights are examined. This study
demonstrates that integrating ethical and religious perspectives can help create a comprehensive and
balanced framework for animal rights, which considers both moral and religious principles as well as
utilitarianism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This article undertakes a comprehensive

examination and comparison of animal rights
in Islam and international law, drawing on the
influential theories of Peter Singer and
Allameh Tabataba'i. The study aims to
elucidate the ethical, philosophical, and
jurisprudential underpinnings of animal
rights within these two distinct yet intersecting
frameworks. By exploring both religious and
secular perspectives, the article seeks to
highlight the convergences and divergences in
the treatment and conceptualization of animal
rights, ultimately proposing a more integrated
and holistic approach to the issue.

In the Islamic context, the foundational
principles of animal rights are deeply rooted in
the Quran and Hadith. The Quranic verse,
"There is not an animal that lives on the earth,
nor a being that flies on its wings, but they
form communities like you" (Quran, 6:38),
underscores the intrinsic value and rights of
animals as part of God's creation. The Hadith
literature further elaborates on this by
providing specific guidelines on how animals
should be treated. For instance, the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) emphasized
kindness towards animals and condemned any
form of cruelty, as seen in his statement,
"Whoever is kind to the creatures of God is

SaS sl s Sl 5 Saelr ol sk 4 dlS e
(Saeed, 2022) .s
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kind to himself" (Moustafa, 2013). Allameh
Tabataba'i, a prominent Islamic scholar,
extends these teachings by arguing that
humans, as stewards of the earth, have a divine
responsibility to ensure the welfare of all living
beings, including animals (Farooqi et al., 2022;
Moinipour, 2021). This perspective is grounded
in the broader ethical framework of Islamic
jurisprudence (figh), which integrates moral,

spiritual, and legal dimensions.

Conversely, international law on animal rights
has evolved primarily through secular and
utilitarian principles, significantly influenced
by the work of philosophers like Peter Singer.
Singer's landmark book, "Animal Liberation"
(1975), introduced the concept of
"speciesism," which he compares to racism
and sexism. He argues that discrimination
against animals based on their species is
morally indefensible and that their capacity to
suffer should be the primary consideration in
determining their rights. Singer's utilitarian
approach, which seeks to maximize overall
happiness and minimize suffering, has been
instrumental in shaping contemporary animal
rights movements and legislation (Saeed,
2022). This perspective has led to the
development of numerous international
treaties and conventions aimed at protecting
animal welfare, such as the Convention on



International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the
Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare

(Mitchell et al., 2013).

The article further explores three case studies
to illustrate the practical implications of these
theoretical frameworks: the conditions of
animals in slaughterhouses, the use of animals
in scientific research, and the rights of
domestic animals. In Islamic law, the practice
of halal slaughter involves specific
requirements designed to minimize the
suffering of animals, such as using a sharp
knife and invoking the name of God before the
act (Farooqi et al.,, 2022). This practice, as
highlighted by Tabataba'i, reflects a deep
ethical commitment to the humane treatment
of animals even in the context of their use for
food (Farooqi et al., 2022; Moinipour, 2021). In
contrast, international guidelines, such as
those set by the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE), also emphasize humane
methods of slaughter, but they are grounded in
secular ethical principles and aim to
standardize practices across different cultural
and religious contexts (Saeed, 2022).

The use of animals in scientific research
presents another critical area of comparison.
Singer =~ vehemently = opposes  animal
experimentation, except in cases where the
benefits overwhelmingly justify the suffering
inflicted, and there are no viable alternatives
(Saeed, 2022). His arguments have led to
stricter regulations and the development of
alternative methods to reduce animal use in
research. In contrast, Islamic teachings, as
interpreted by scholars like Tabataba'i, permit
the use of animals in research under strict
conditions that prioritize the welfare and
minimize the suffering of animals (Farooqi et
al., 2022; Moinipour, 2021). This includes
ensuring that the research has a clear and
significant benefit, and that all possible

measures are taken to reduce pain and
distress.

The rights of domestic animals provide a
further lens through which to compare these
perspectives. In Islam, keeping pets and
domestic animals is not only permissible but
encouraged, provided their needs are met and
they are treated with kindness and respect.
The Prophet Muhammad's teachings include
numerous examples of compassionate
treatment of animals, such as feeding them
adequately and ensuring they are not
overburdened (Kumar & Harikumar, 2022).
Similarly, international laws on pet ownership
emphasize responsible care, proper nutrition,
medical attention, and humane treatment.
Organizations like the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
advocate for these standards, influenced by the
utilitarian principles of reducing suffering and
enhancing the well-being of animals (Mitchell

et al., 2013).

In conclusion, this article underscores the
importance of integrating ethical and religious
perspectives in  the development of
comprehensive animal rights frameworks. The
comparative analysis reveals that while there
are significant differences in the foundational
principles and specific guidelines of Islamic
and international approaches to animal rights,
there are also noteworthy similarities,
particularly in their emphasis on reducing
suffering and promoting humane treatment.
The theories of Peter Singer and Allameh
Tabataba'i, despite their different origins, both
advocate for a more compassionate and just
treatment of animals. By synthesizing these
perspectives, policymakers and advocates can
develop more nuanced and effective strategies
for advancing animal rights globally. This
integrative approach not only enriches our
understanding of animal ethics but also fosters
greater cooperation and mutual respect
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among diverse cultural and religious
communities.
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