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ABSTRACT

With the transformation of criminal justice approaches from an exclusive focus on the offender toward the restoration
of victims' rights, attention to mechanisms for compensation—particularly within the framework of restorative
justice—has gained increasing importance. The institution of diyyah (blood money), as one of the most deeply
rooted instruments of compensation in Islamic jurisprudence and Iranian criminal law, possesses the capacity to
support victims not only as a tool for material redress but also within a restorative, moral, and even psychological
framework. This article, using a descriptive—analytical method and drawing on jurisprudential sources and modern
criminological theories, endeavors to demonstrate that diyyah, beyond its financial function, can provide a
foundation for reconciliation, social relationship restoration, and the rehabilitation of the victim’s dignity—especially
when accompanied by components such as apology, restorative dialogue, and the participation of supportive
institutions like the Diyyah Headquarters (Setad-e Diyyah). Within this framework, Qur'anic and jurisprudential
teachings, emphasizing peace, forgiveness, and reparation, along with peace-oriented criminology and victimology
theories, provide the theoretical grounding for analyzing diyyah as a restorative institution. The article also explores
the feasibility of implementing methods such as victim-offender circles in the context of diyyah payments and argues
that, although Iran's legal system is not yet structurally familiar with such methods, it does hold jurisprudential and
legal-philosophical potential for achieving consensual justice. A comparative analysis of diyyah in jurisprudential
teachings with the concept of restorative justice—as a novel idea in peace-oriented criminology—reveals that the
institution of diyyah has considerable potential for protecting the bodily integrity of victims and resolving crimes
through participatory and reparative means. Restorative justice, by emphasizing non-criminal and informal
approaches, accords an active role to the victim, a feature that aligns with penal policies grounded in Qur'anic-
jurisprudential teachings that are "non-punitive," "restorative," and "victim-centered." Accordingly, the institution of
diyyah can serve as a bridge between retributive and restorative justice, effectively addressing the needs of victims
in society.
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moral compensation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
In recent decades, the global evolution of

criminal justice systems has witnessed a shift
from offender-centered punitive approaches
to frameworks that prioritize the restoration of
victims’ rights. This paradigm transformation,
encapsulated in the discourse of restorative
justice, emphasizes compensating victims,
reestablishing  dignity, and rebuilding
damaged social relationships. Within this
broader context, Islamic jurisprudence
provides a historically embedded mechanism
known as diyyah (blood money), which has
long served as a means of financial
compensation for bodily and fatal injuries.
However, the significance of diyyah extends
beyond its monetary function. In Islamic
thought and Iranian penal law, diyyah
embodies a multifaceted institution—one that
can bridge retributive and restorative justice
by facilitating material compensation, moral
redress, and community reconciliation. The
Qur’anic foundation for diyyah, particularly
found in verses such as Surah An-Nisa 92 and
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Surah Al-Baqarah 178, not only mandates
financial reparation but also encourages
forgiveness, leniency, and reconciliation over
retaliation. This reflects an inherently
restorative orientation embedded in Islamic
legal culture, positioning diyyah as an
institution capable of fostering social harmony
while honoring the rights of victims (Fathi,
2024; Khomeini, 2011).

A deeper jurisprudential examination of
diyyah reveals its compatibility with modern
criminological theories, particularly peace-
oriented criminology and  supportive
victimology. Peace-oriented criminology,
rooted in humanistic and reconciliation-based
responses to crime, -critiques retributive
systems and seeks non-violent, dialogue-
driven forms of justice. Diyyah, when
administered in conjunction with restorative
dialogue and facilitated by mediating
institutions such as the Diyyah Headquarters
(Setad-e Diyyah), aligns closely with these
principles. It enables victim-offender
mediation, supports social reintegration, and



reinforces a communal sense of justice.
Similarly, the framework of supportive
victimology underlines the role of state and
society in providing comprehensive support—
financial, psychological, and social—to victims
of crime. In the Iranian legal landscape, state-
supported compensation through the Setad-e
Diyyah, especially in cases where offenders
lack financial capacity, exemplifies the
operationalization of these supportive
principles. Hence, diyyah reflects a synthesis
of classical Islamic teachings and
contemporary restorative justice models,
allowing for both compensatory and
therapeutic benefits for victims (Keramati
Moaz, 2024b; Najafi Abrand Abadi, 2012).
From a criminological standpoint, diyyah also
represents a concrete mechanism for
addressing victims' material needs in a non-
punitive and socially constructive manner. The
institution functions within a legal framework
that allows for consensual resolution between
the offender and the victim’s family, thereby
reducing recourse to punitive incarceration.
Provisions in Iran’s Penal Code, such as
Articles 450 and 452, explicitly endorse
reconciliation and payment of diyyah in lieu of
more severe penalties. When diyyah is situated
within a restorative process—featuring
dialogue, acknowledgment of harm, and
symbolic gestures like apology—it contributes
to emotional healing and community
reconciliation.  Moreover, in  practical
scenarios, especially where formal justice
mechanisms may fail to yield satisfactory
outcomes, traditional mediatory practices like
blood settlements and tribal customs often
operate within or alongside the formal system.
These culturally rooted practices demonstrate
the functional compatibility between diyyah
and restorative mechanisms, reinforcing its
relevance in both contemporary jurisprudence
and community-based justice systems
(Mansour Abadi, 2020; Voravayi & Shakouri,
2021).

Beyond material restitution, the symbolic and
psychological dimensions of diyyah merit
special attention. Restorative justice advocates
argue that financial compensation alone
cannot fully address the trauma and emotional
harm experienced by victims. Acts such as
sincere apologies and acknowledgment of
wrongdoing are pivotal in restoring victims’
sense of dignity. In this regard, Islamic and
restorative justice principles converge. The
practice of offering diyyah accompanied by an
explicit apology can lead to deeper emotional
relief, fostering an environment conducive to
forgiveness and closure. This dynamic
underscores the importance of integrating
non-material forms of reparation into legal
and cultural interpretations of diyyah. The
challenge, however, lies in formalizing these
practices within legal procedures while
preserving their authenticity. Countries like
Canada have institutionalized victim-offender
mediation circles to facilitate this form of
justice. Although Iran lacks such institutional
structures, its cultural emphasis on
reconciliation, coupled with legal recognition
of diyyah, presents fertile ground for the
development of hybrid models that
incorporate elements of restorative justice
(Fathi, 2024; Keramati Moaz, 2024b).

Another significant dimension explored in this
study is the potential integration of victim-
offender circles—formal restorative
dialogues—within the diyyah process. While
such practices remain largely absent in Iranian
jurisprudence, their alignment with the goals
of Islamic penal philosophy is evident. These
circles, as implemented in legal systems such
as Canada’s, involve facilitated interactions
between victims, offenders, and community
representatives,  focusing on  mutual
understanding, accountability, and agreement
on reparative actions. In the Iranian context,
informal analogs exist in the form of tribal and
religious dispute resolution traditions. The
incorporation of structured dialogue-based
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processes into the diyyah framework could
enhance its restorative efficacy. To achieve
this, legal reform, judicial training, and
institutional support are essential.
Establishing pilot projects, perhaps within the
jurisdiction of the Setad-e Diyyah, could serve
as a pragmatic first step toward
institutionalizing restorative practices that are
both culturally consonant and legally sound
(Pranis, 2005; Safari & Saberi, 2019).

In conclusion, the institution of diyyah holds
significant potential as a bridge between
retributive and restorative justice paradigms
in Iran. While its current application
predominantly serves material compensation
for bodily harm or loss of life, its
jurisprudential foundations and cultural
context allow for broader interpretations. By
embedding restorative practices—such as
apology, mediation, and dialogue—into the
diyyah process, the Iranian criminal justice
system can evolve toward a more victim-
centered, humane, and socially integrative
model of justice. The involvement of
institutions like Setad-e Diyyah further
enhances the system’s capacity to support
victims, especially in financially constrained
scenarios. Future reforms should aim to
harness these latent potentials, transforming
diyyah from a mere financial mechanism into
a holistic tool for healing, reconciliation, and
sustainable justice.
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