© 2024 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Submit Date: 4 December 2024
Revise Date: 13 January 2025
Accept Date: 23 January 2025
Publish Date: 9 February 2025

Investigating the Environmental Factors Influencing Delinquency with an
Emphasis on Marginalization in Urmia City: A Case Study of the Islam Abad
- Koshtargah Neighborhoods

Hossein Javadi’, Danesh Esmaili*2

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Urmia Branch, Islamic Azad University, Urmia, Iran.
2. MA student, Department of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure, Mahabad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mahabad, Iran.

* Corresponding Author’s Email: danesh.awat@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate the role of environmental factors including socio-cultural, physical,
economic, and institutional dimensions in the emergence of delinquency, focusing on the marginalized
neighborhoods of Islam Abad and Koshtargah in Urmia city. This research employed a quantitative,
descriptive-analytical design using a survey and document analysis approach. The statistical population
consisted of all residents of Islam Abad-Koshtargah with an estimated population of 45,250 people, from
which 381 participants were selected using cluster sampling based on Cochran's formula. Data were
collected through a researcher-made questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive statistics and
structural equation modeling with SPSS-21 and LISREL software. The results of structural equation
modeling indicated that all studied dimensions—including socio-cultural, physical, economic, and
institutional factors—had significant and positive direct effects (0.99) on the emergence of delinquency
(p-value = 0.021). Additionally, skewness and kurtosis indices for the variables were within the acceptable
range (-2 to 2), confirming the normality of data distribution and the validity of statistical analyses. The
findings suggest that delinquency in marginalized neighborhoods is driven by a combination of
environmental factors, and effective planning to reduce delinquency requires simultaneous attention to
socio-cultural development, improvement of physical infrastructures, enhancement of economic
conditions, and institutional efficiency.
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Delinquency is a complex and multifaceted
phenomenon that has always been intertwined
with the social, economic, and cultural
structures of societies. In recent decades,
criminologists and  sociologists  have
increasingly emphasized the role of
environmental factors in shaping criminal
behavior. In particular, the marginalized
urban areas characterized by poor physical
infrastructure, weak economic foundations,
and fragmented social networks provide fertile
ground for the emergence and spread of
delinquency (White & Haines, 2016). Research
has shown that areas suffering from urban
poverty, inadequate urban planning, and
institutional inefficiency are at a higher risk of
fostering criminal activities (Pica, 2016).
Marginalization, resulting from rapid and
unregulated  rural-to-urban migration,
economic disparity, and the lack of effective
social policies, often leads to the formation of
vulnerable communities on the outskirts of
cities (Aayrami, 2016; Aghajaniyan, 2011).
These areas, typically devoid of proper
facilities and services, expose their inhabitants
to various forms of social harm, including
delinquency (Piran, 2017). In this regard, the
urban margins of Iranian cities, including
Urmia, have experienced significant
challenges, with Islam Abad and Koshtargah
neighborhoods becoming notable examples of
concentrated social vulnerability.

According to the environmental criminology
approach, the structure and quality of the
urban environment play a crucial role in either
preventing or facilitating criminal behavior
(Taylor, 2010). Poorly designed
neighborhoods, lack of public amenities,
insecure public spaces, and the absence of
community surveillance mechanisms have
been identified as key factors contributing to
increased crime rates (Rahmat, 2009).
Moreover, socio-cultural factors such as weak
educational foundations, low levels of social
participation, and the erosion of social capital

are seen as potent drivers of deviant behaviors
(Rayejian Asli, 2021).

Several studies have pointed to the economic
dimension as well, arguing that economic
deprivation, unemployment, and the absence
of sustainable income sources create
conditions where individuals, particularly the
youth, are more likely to engage in delinquent
activities (Babaei, 2019; Nazifi, 2021).
Inadequate institutional frameworks, lack of
coordination among governmental bodies,
and ineffective public policies further
aggravate the situation, leaving marginalized
populations without adequate protection or
support (Hejazi Nia et al., 2022; Najafi
Abrandabadi, 2005).

Against this background, the present study
aims to explore how environmental factors—
including socio-cultural, physical, economic,
and institutional dimensions—affect the
emergence of delinquency in the marginalized
neighborhoods of Islam Abad and Koshtargah
in Urmia city. Drawing on theoretical
foundations of environmental criminology
(Taylor, 2010; White & Haines, 2016) and
previous empirical findings (Hatami Nejad &
Hassan Oghli, 2009; Tajabadi & Mashayekhi,
2010), the study seeks to provide a
comprehensive  understanding of the
dynamics of delinquency within these
vulnerable urban contexts.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a quantitative,
descriptive-analytical research design using
both survey and documentary analysis
methods. The primary data were collected
through a  structured  questionnaire
administered to residents of Islam Abad and
Koshtargah neighborhoods. The statistical
population comprised approximately 45,250
inhabitants. Using Cochran’s formula, a
sample of 381 individuals was selected
through cluster sampling. The questionnaire
included measures related to socio-cultural
conditions, physical infrastructure, economic
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factors, and institutional dynamics. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, such as
means, standard deviations, skewness, and
kurtosis, to assess the general distribution of
responses. For inferential analysis, structural
equation modeling (SEM) was conducted
using SPSS-21 and LISREL software to test the
proposed relationships between
environmental factors and delinquency.
Findings

The descriptive statistics indicated that all
studied variables had distributions close to
normality, with skewness and kurtosis values
falling within the acceptable range (-2 to 2).
The mean values for socio-cultural, physical,
economic, and institutional factors were above
3, suggesting a moderate to high perceived
influence of these factors on delinquency
among respondents.

The structural model analysis showed that all
four  environmental = dimensions had
statistically significant and positive direct
effects on delinquency. Specifically, the
standardized path coefficients for socio-
cultural, physical, economic, and institutional
factors were all 0.99, indicating a very strong
influence of each factor on the occurrence of
delinquent behaviors in the studied
neighborhoods. The significance level for
these effects was 0.021, confirming the
robustness of the relationships.

Furthermore, the multiple correlation square
(R2) values indicated a high explanatory
power of the independent variables over the
dependent variable. The model fit indices
(GFI, NFI, CFI, IFI, RMSEA) confirmed that
the structural model had a good fit with the
observed data.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of the study clearly demonstrate
that delinquency in the marginalized
neighborhoods of Islam Abad and Koshtargah
is a multidimensional phenomenon influenced
simultaneously by social, physical, economic,
and institutional factors. The strong positive

relationships  observed between these
environmental factors and delinquency
underline the critical need for holistic
approaches to crime prevention in
marginalized urban areas.

The socio-cultural dimension plays a key role,
as poor educational conditions, limited social
participation, and the absence of cultural and
recreational facilities contribute significantly
to the rise of delinquent behavior. Similarly,
physical factors such as inadequate housing,
lack of urban amenities, poor lighting, and the
prevalence of vulnerable public spaces create
opportunities for criminal activities to
flourish.

Economic deprivation, manifesting in high
unemployment rates, low income levels, and
the lack of vocational training opportunities,
further exacerbates the situation by pushing
individuals, especially the youth, towards
illegal activities as means of survival. The
institutional inefficiency, characterized by
weak governance structures, lack of
coordinated action among agencies, and
insufficient support programs, leaves these
communities without the necessary safety nets
and resources to combat delinquency
effectively.

The results highlight the pressing need for
integrated urban planning policies that
simultaneously address the social, physical,
economic, and institutional deficits of
marginalized areas. Strategies aimed at
enhancing educational opportunities,
improving physical living conditions, boosting
economic prospects, and strengthening
institutional frameworks are essential for
mitigating the risks of delinquency.
Comprehensive intervention programs that
foster community engagement, promote social
cohesion, and ensure equitable access to urban
services are indispensable. Urban
policymakers must recognize that sustainable
crime prevention is not merely a matter of
policing but requires profound structural



reforms aimed at addressing the root causes of
marginalization and social exclusion.
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